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Kabariti, Saudi foreign mviister discuss peace process 
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^Netanyahu under pressure 
ahead of visit to Egypt 


-•- s sow- 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu's 
senior political adviser 

Dore Gold arrived in Cairo 
on Wednesday to prepare 
for Mr. Netanyahu's visit to 
Egypt, airport sources said. 

They said Mr. Gold, who 
did not speak to reporters 
on his arrival, would meet 
Osama El Baz, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak's 
senior political adviser. 

Mr. Netanyahu, whose 
hardline stance on Arab- 
ist aeli peace talks has dis- 
mayed Arab states, is due to 
meet Mr. Mubarak on 
'Thursday. It will be his first 
trip to an Arab country 
since his triumph in Israel’s 
May elections. 

Mr. Baz said in an inter- 
view published on Wednes- 
day he believed Mr. 
Netanyahu would eventual- 
ly bow to international 
pressure and endorse the 
land for peace formula 
which Arab states main tain 
as the bedrock for peace 
negotiations. 

“Israel cannot say and do 


whatever it likes, because it 
made a contract at the 
(1991) Madrid confer- 
ence.. Jt also accepted the 
principle of land-for-peace 
and the legitimate political 
rights of the Palestinian 
people,” Mr. Baz told the 
French language Al- 
Ahram. 

“That Israel, almost five 
years after the Madrid con- 
ference, should choose 
what is convenient to it and 
reject what it doesn't like 
shows a lack of good faith 
in the negotiations,” Mr. 
Baz said. “That also signi- 
fies that the negotiations 
will suffer a serious set- 
back, which will trouble 
everyone. 

“So we think that Israel 
will change its position and 
conform with its commit- 
ments regardless of the 
arrival of a new govern- 
ment,” he added. Mr. 
Netanyahu under Arab 
pressure ahead of Egypt 
trip 

As Mr. Netanyahu pre- 
pares for his Cairo visit, he 
is starting to face mounting 


pressure over Middle East 
peace moves from Israel’s 
Arab neighbours. 1 

“We are viewing (the trip 
to Cairo) it as a get- 
acquainted visit aimed at 
convincing Egypt that a 
confrontational attitude will 
not advance the peace 
process," Mr. Netanyahu’s 
spokesman Michael Stoltz 
told Reuters on Wednesday. 

“We also want to express 
that we intend to implement 
the Oslo accords as long as 
terrorism does not accom- 
pany implementation,” he 
said. 

Palestinians hope that Mr. 
Netanyahu, who main- 

tained an unbending stand 
during his first trip to Wash- 
ington last week, will soft- 
en his views when he meets 
Mr. Mubarak. 

'The Palestinian side is 
waiting, as it had been 
promised by the Israelis, for 
the resumption of the nego- 
tiations after Mr. 

Netanyahu finishes forming 
his government,” chief 

Palestinian negotiator Mah- 
moud Abbas said. 


“We. however, feel very 
worried when we hear that 
there is procrastination so 
as not to return to the nego- 
tiations table,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has ruled 
out talks with Palestinians 
on the future of Arab East 
Jerusalem and with Syria 
on an Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. He 
has also vowed to build new 
Jewish settlements on Arab 
land Israel seized in 1967. 

Jordan has expressed 
uneasiness over Mr. 
Netanyahu’s har dline 
stance. 

Prime Minister Abdul- 
Karira A1 Kabariti met with 
Mr. Mubarak and Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq A1 
Sharaa separately in Egypt 
on Tuesday, before flying to 
Israel for an unscheduled 
meeting with Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

“Mr. Netanyahu's state- 
ments worry us a lot espe- 
cially when it comes to 
issues related to Jerus- 
alem and to settlements.” 

(Continued on page 7) 
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King leaves for 
London, meets 
Sheikh Zayed 
in Geneva 


JERASH FESTIVAL OPENS: Jordanian 
volunteers hoist the Jerash festival flag at 
the opening ceremony of the annual culture 
and arts event. 24 countries are participat- 
ing in the festival (photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan, 
see story on page 3). 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein left 
for London Wednesday on 
a several day working visit, 
where he will bold talks 
with senior British officials 
on the Middle East peace 
process and bilateral rela- 
tions. 

On his way to London, 
the King made a short stop 
in Geneva where he met 
with the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
A1 Nahayan. 

Officials declined to say 
if there was a political pur- 
pose to the visit. 

The King is accompanied 
on his visit by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben A1 Hussein, Prince 
Hamzeh Ben A1 Hussein, 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh, King's Mili- 
tary Secretary Prince Talal 


Ben M ohammad and the 
Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs-of-Staff armed 
forces Field Marshal Abdul 
Hafiz Mirai Kaabneh. 

The King was seen off at 
the airport by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. Royal family 
members, Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa'd 
Hayel Srour and the first 
deputy speaker of the Sen-- 
ate along with ministers 
and senior officials as well 
as the British Charge d’ Af- 
faires and the Swiss 
Ambassador to Jordan. 

Prince Hassan was sworn 
in as Regent before the 
King's departure. 


Kabariti assured of Israel’s commitment to peace Lower House called for 
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"TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti was upbeat 
Tuesday after meeting with 
Benyamin Netanyahu, say- 
ing he received assurances 
Israel’s new right-wing gov- 
ernment will honour com- 
mitments to the Palestine 
Mberation Organisation 
,u J LO) and pursue regional 
peace. 

“I sense that there is a sin- 
cere commitment from 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
when it comes to making 
peace,” Mr. Kabariti told 
reporters after a 1-1/2 hour 
meeting — the first by an 
Arab leader with Mr. 
Netanyahu since he took 
office three weeks ago. 

The unexpected late-night 
meeting came amid a fluny 
of diplomatic activity two 


days before Ml 
N etanyahu’s planned visit to 
Egypt for talks with Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

Earlier Tuesday in Cairo, 
Mr. Mubarak and Mr. 
Kabariti also met separately 
with Syrian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Sharaa — sug- 
gesting Egyptian-Jordanian 
mediation efforts to restart 
Israel’s stalled peace talks 
with Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu said that 
Israel and Jordan agreed that 
Ml Mubarak has “an impor- 
tant role, not only in leading 
the Arab World, but also in 
seeking to cement and 
broaden the circle of 
peace." 

Mr. Netanyahu’s hard-line 
stands have created concern 
about the future of the peace 
process. Arab leaders 


warned that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s stated opposi- 
tion to trading land-for- 
peace was unacceptable. 

But a smiling Mr. Kabariti 
said Mr. Netanyahu assured 
Mm Israel “wifi respect the 
(Israel-PLO) agreements 
that were signed, and I 
think chat this is fair enough 
for the time being.” 

“We both feel that we are 
committed to the agree- 
ments signed by Israel and 
Jordan, Me agreements 
(with) the Palestinians, the 
Egyptians, and we hope Mat 
others will follow very 
soon." 

“1 had a very cordial and 
frank discussion with Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and we 
were very pleased Mat Mere 
are so many issues that we 
agree on that they form Me 


Opposition calls for ‘peaceful 
march’ to protest price hike 


* ***■ 


By Mervat Snwadeh 

Special to the Jordan Junes 

AMMAN — A coalition of 
nine opposition parties and 
representatives from vari- 
ous public interest groups 
Wednesday called for a 
peaceful march” to be 
organised next week as part 
of a campaign against a 
government plan to ‘lift’ 
subsidies on bread. 

In a statement issued yes- 
terday, the coalition, which 
blamed government poli- 
cies for the country’s eco- 
nomic woes, also called for 
a “public economic confer- 
ence” that would bring 
together representatives 
from opposition parties, 
various public interest 
groups, the government and 
economists to draw up an 
economic reform plan for 
the country. 

“The main problem lies in 
the government’s economic 
reform plan which has 
foiled so far to improve the 
deteriorating economic sit- 
uation in Me country,” said 
Me statement, which was 
issued at the end of a three- 
,jut meeting between rep- 
resentatives of various par- 
ties and public interest 
groups- “We believe that 
economic reform can be 
achieved only through pub- 


lic participation in deci- 
sion-making,” it said. 

The coalition strongly 
rejected a government pro- 
posal to compensate Jorda- 
nians for Me rise in bread 
prices and said it was an 
attempt to “mislead” peo- 
ple” by stating Mat Me 
decision will not affect Jor- 
danians 

"The government knows 
that tire compensation it 
intends to pay is not enough 
and Mat not all Jordanians 
will be able to get it The 
government is just mis- 
leading people,” the coali- 
tion charged. 

Last week. Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
said his government esti- 
mated the average con- 
sumption of bread by each 
Jordanian at 103 kilo- 
grammes annually which 
entitles each Jordanian to 
JDI5 yearly in compensa- 
tion for the difference in ■ 
prices. 

He asserted that Jordani- 
ans will “not be affected” 
since Me compensation will 
be paid for each citizen and 
that only foreign workers 
and tourists will have to 
bear the difference. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein also showed total sup- 
port for Mr. Kabariti's 
move in an address to Jor- 


danians last week. 

His Majesty stressed Mat 
the government “was not 
responsible for Me coun- 
try’s economic hardships" 
and urged Jordanians to 
accept Me harsh economic 
measures that were 
“imposed on Me Kingdom." 

But Me government's 
repeated assurances seems 
to have 

foiled to ease Me popular 
concern that hike in bread 
prices could prompt raises 
in Me prices of other com- 
modities. 

Wednesday’s statement, 
which called on Jordanians 
to “resist" Me government 
plan to hike bread prices, 
said representatives from 
political parties and groups 
opposed to Me move, will 
seek audience with Parlia- 
ment speaker to discuss Me 
issue. 

“We will urge deputies to 
seek a non-confidence vote 
in Me government during 
Parliament’s extraordinary 
session, which will start 
Saturday,” Me statement 
said. 

Islamic Action Front 
deputies have threatened 
earlier to seek a non-confi- 
dence vote in the govern- 
ment if it carried out its 

(Continued on page 8) 


basis for advancing Me 
cause of peace that is in Me 
best interest of both Me 
Arab World and Israel, “ 
said Mr. Kabariti. 

“ I hope very much that 
Me coming trips of Ml 
N etanyahu to Egypt and 
Jordan will be successful 
and we need (Mem) to be a 
success and we believe Mat 
(Mey) will pave Me way to 
resuming negotiations” be 
added. 

In reply to a question on 
whether his visit to Israel 
was in coordination with 
other Arab countries, Mr. 
Kabariti said: “We in Jordan 
arc concerned about break- 
ing Me deadlock (in peace 
talks) and in Me resumption 
of Me peace process because 
we believe that peace should 
be comprehensive as Mr. 

Iraq 

blocks 

inspectors 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Iraqi guards blocked 
U.N. inspectors from an 
arms site in Me first test of 
last monM’s agreement 
allowing the U. N. teams 
unrestricted access to all 
facilities suspected of har- 
bouring banned weapons, 
officials said Wednesday. 

Chief weapons inspector 
Rolf Ekeus briefed Me 
Security Council on 
Wednesday about the inci- 
dent, which diplomats said 
took place Tuesday. 

They said Me inspectors 
tried to reach Me site by 
three roads on Tuesday. 
They were blocked entire- 
ly on one- road, which Me 
Iraqis claimed was a 
“presidential highway.” 
They were delayed on 
anoMer and were allowed 
to pass on a third. Despite 
finally being allowed to 
pass. Me team decided to 
call off the inspection 
because all its members 
were not allowed to pass. 

U.N. spokesman. Syl- 
vana Foa said Mr. Ekeus 
was "disappointed" at 
Iraq’s failure to live up to 
an agreement reached fol- 
lowing a series of stand- 
offs last monM. 


Netanyahu has said on more 
Man one occasion.". . . 

“ For Me peace to be com- 
prehensive it should be just 
and balanced and I believe 
Mat there is a good chance 
during Netanyahu's visit to 
Jordan and Egypt to resume 
the peace process,” added 
Mr. Kabaritt 

He said :T believe Mat Me 
chance is good enough for 
us to be optimistic." 

The two leaders would not 
say whether Mr. Kabariti 
brought a message from 
Mr. Sharaa. 

Mr. Netanyahu said his 
visitor had “many important 
things to say” and thanked 
him for his insights on Me 
peace process. He did not 
elaborate on what was dis- 
cussed in Me meeting. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
Royal Decree was issued 
Wednesday summoning 
Parliament for an extraor- 
dinary session starting 
Saturday, July 20 to dis- 
cuss a number of draft 
laws, according to a state- 
ment on Jordan Television 
Wednesday. 

The statement said that 
Parliament, which went 
into summer recess on 
April 2, will discuss, 
among other things, draft 
laws on Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation. Me Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
Me Jordan Press Associa- 


tion, higher education, 
customs and taxes, Jordan 
Agricultural Union, the 
Artists Association and a 
host of amendments to 
existing laws. 

Parliamentary sources 
said Mat Me extraordinary 
session was expected to 
last for two months during 
which only topics speci- 
fied in Me Royal Decree 
summoning Me session 
can be discussed. 

Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Sa'd Hayel 
Srour had said that 47 
deputies had requested 
Me convening of an extra- 


ordinary session of Parlia- 
ment to discuss and 
process several draft laws. 

Parliament’s ordinary 
session does not start 
before October . 

The Lower ftbuse of 
Parliament has held infor- 
mal meetings at the Hall 
of Pictures in Mq,past two 
months. Me last of which 
was on July 15 when 
deputies discussed jour- 
nalistic practices and writ- 
ings Mat they said harm 
Me national unity. 


Levy says meeting with Arafat 
could take place in a few days 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
said on Wednesday Mat he 
could meet with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
within a few days, but he 
would not be any more spe- 
cific. 

“We are working on it and 
it will happen. We must 
establish a framework (for 
the meeting) so Mat when 
we meet nothing will go 
wrong,” said Mr. Levy on 
Israel Radio, explaining 
that Me two sides needed 
time to prepare for a meet- 
ing. 

Such a meeting would be 
Me first between Mr. Arafat 
and a member of ne w Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s cabinet. 

“It's a matter of coordina- 
tion... maybe (a matter) of 
days,” said Mr. Levy, asked 
when such a meeting would 
take place. 

Mr. Levy’s statement 
came one day after Me 
Israeli government decided 
to ease Me 19- week block- 
ade of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip which has kept 
tens of thousands of Pales- 
tinians from their jobs and 
restricted Me flow of goods. 

The decision came two 


days before Mr. Netanyahu 
was to meet with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
to discuss Me future of 
Israeli -Palestinian peace- 
making. 

A Palestinian official said 
Tuesday Mat Mr. Arafat 
refused to take a call from 
Mr. Netanyahu’s foreign 
policy adviser, Dore Gold, 
who was trying to set up a 
meeting with Me Palestin- 
ian leader. 

Israeli reports have said a 
Netanyahu aide would seek 
to meet with Mr. Arafat 
before Me prime minister’s 
trip to Egypt. The Palestin- 
ian official did Dot say why 
Mr. Arafat refused to take 
the call. 

The hardline Israeli 
leader said after his May 
election victory that he 
would only meet wiM Mr. 
Arafat if it was vital for 
Israel’s security, but that a 
member of his cabinet, 
reportedly Mr. Levy, would 
hold talks with Mr. Arafat 
soon. 

Tuesday’s government 
decision to ease Me closure 
came despite reports Mis 
week Mat Mr. Netanyahu 
had told Me Palestinians be 
would only lift the restric- 
tions if Mr. Arafat shut 


down Palestinian institu- 
tions in Jerusalem and took 
more vigorous action 
against Isl ami c militants. 

A cabinet statement Tues- 
day did not give details on 
how Me restrictions would 
be eased. “The prime min- 
ister, the defence minister 
and Me foreign minister 
decided on a series of steps 
to ease Me closure...m order 
to alleviate Me economic 
distress of Me Palestini- 
ans,” Me statement said. 

In Washington, State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums welcomed 
the announcement. He said 
President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher had urged an 
easing during Mr. 
Netanyahu's visit to Wash- 
ington last week. 

“We have long been con- 
cerned by the economic 
suffering of the Palestinian 
people on Me West Bank 
and Gaza Strip ” Mr. Bums 
said. 

"We hope that easing Me 
closure will allow Me 
Palestinians to get back on 
their feet." 

The blockade was 
imposed Feb, 25 by Me 
previous government of 
Shimon Peres after Me first 


of a series of suicide bomb- 
ings by Islamic militants. 
The attacks killed 63 peo- 
ple oyer a period of 10 
days,' including the four 
bombers. 

Some of the restrictions 
were lifted in recent weeks, 
and currently 25,000 Pales- 
tinian workers are permit- 
ted to enter Israel. In peak 
times, more Man 100,000 
Palestinians worked in 
Israel. 

Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor reportedly believes 
that Palestinians should be 
able to work in Israel 
because of Me severe eco- 
nomic conditions in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Meridor and other 
Israeli officials want to 
send home about half of tire 

200.000 foreign workers 
brought to Me country in 
recent years to replace Me 
Palestinians, said Me Yediot 
Ahronot daily. Some 

100.000 foreign workers 
are in Israel illegally. 

Palestinians have said Me 
closure has cost the Pales- 
tinian economy at least $6 
million a day in lost wages 
and exports. 
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Strike brings Israel to a halt 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, July 18-19, 1996 


TEL AVIV <R) - Israel 
came to a bait on Wednes- 
day when hundreds of 
thousands of public sector 
workers launched a general 
strike over budget cuts by 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s new govern- 
ment. 

“We are striking to tell 
the government that this 
nation is united, that its 
rumblings are real, 1 ' said 
the head of the Histadrut 
Federation of Labour 
Unions Amir Peretz to 
thousands of whistle-blow- 
ing protesters outside 
Israel’s parliament 
“If they do not- come and 
talk to us, we will not be 
able to stop the rumblings, 11 
Mr. Peretz said. 

The ten-hour protest 
strike, scheduled from 6 
a.m. (0300 GMT) to 4 p jn. 
(1300 GMT) shut down 
banks, rail and port ser- 
vices, airports, hospitals 
and public utilities. 

The Tel Aviv stock 
exchange stayed shut one 
day after shares plunged 
five per cent on Tuesday, 
and currency markets were 
closed. In the business sec- 
tor, plants affiliated with 
Israel's manufacturers 
association went on strike 
for two hours. 

The strike was called to 
protest at Mr. Netanyahu's 
decision to cut 3.2 per cent 
(excluding debt servicing) 
from the 1997 budget, cuts 
which critics charge target 
the poor. 

“The unilateral steps 
which the government has 
taken sacrifice the workers 
and 1 weak groups of soci- 
ety,* 1 said trade unionist 
Meir Gatt 

“This is something with 
which we can’t agree and 
we will fight against it," he 
said. 

Many protesters said they 



Angry Israeli workers protest outside the Knesset (parliament) Wednesday as hundreds of thousands of public sec- 
tor workers launch a general strike over budget cuts. The ten-hour protest strike, which shut down banks, rail and 
port services, airports hospitals and public utilities, was called in opposition to Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s decision to cut 3.2 per cent from the 1997 budget (Reuters photo) 


felt betrayed by the 
Netanyahu government, 
whose Likud Party draws 
much of its support from 
low-income voters. “I 
voted for this government 
but now I oppose it," said 
Dahan Elisha. 56. “Bibi is a 
bandit," be said using the 
prime mini ster’s nickname. 

“Bibi go home" chanted 
other protesters. 

One placard stated wryly. 
“Bibi promised a computer 


to every child...’ 1 

Histadrut leaders berated 
the government for sidelin- 
ing workers when drafting 
its budget cuts and 
demanded that they be 
made partners to economic 
decisions. 

“We want to tell the new 
government that its one- 
hundred days of grace does 
□ot mean one-hundred days 
of quiet," said Mr. Peretz. 

“These are one-hundred 


days in which we expea 
you will speak with us...No 
one is more responsible for 
the Israeli economy than 
the workers," he said 
The Histadrut represents 
over one milli on workers 
and is controlled by the 
opposition Labour Party. 
Earlier this month the 
Labour federation organ- 
ised a one-hour general 
strike to protest plans to 
privatise state-owned com- 


panies. 

Mr. Peretz said that 
Wednesday's strike was a 
warning shot to the new 
government and that future 
strikes would be much 
graver if the Histadrut is 
ignored 

“The government should 
know that the next battle 
will have no time con- 
s train ts... We will return, 
united full of strength" 
Mr. Peretz said. 


Turkish 
hunger 
strikers 
close 
to death 


ANKARA (R) — Several 
left-wing militant prisoners in 
Turkish jails are close to death 
after two months of a mass 
hunger strike to protest at 
prison conditions, human 
rights activists said on 
Wednesday. 

“We have warned the justice 
minis ter that deaths could 

begin in a couple of days if 
measures aren’t taken," 
Husnu Ondul. general secre- 
tary of the Human Rights 
Association (IHD), told 
Reiners. He said the bodies of 
three prisoners, two in Ankara 
and one in the western city of 
Bursa, had begun to reject 
drinks of water in a sign that 
they were close to death. Oth- 
ers woe in a poor condition, 
be said 

More than 300 prisoners 
from different far-left groups 
were on hunger strikes at 33 
prisons throughout the coun- 
try, be said 

Supporters of the hunger 
strikers have staged demon- 
strations in Turkey and sever- 
al Western European cities. 

Around 1 ,500 Kurdish rebel 
and leftist inmates began the 
strike in May but the Kurds 
ended their protest after new 
Justice Minister Sevket Kazan 
promised to improve jail con- 
ditions earlier this month. 

But the left-wingers have 
continued They demand that 
fellow leftist inmates be trans- 
ferred from a high -security 
jail in the city of Eskisehir 
where they say prisoners are 
maltreated 
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Tajikistan closes border 
with Afghanistan for 
fear of armed opposition 


DUSHANBE (R) — Tajik- 
istan has closed its border 
with neighbouring 

Afghanistan, fearing a 

build-up of the Central 
Asian nation's armed oppo- 
sition. a Tajik government 
spokesman said on 

Wednesday. 

During the four-year civil 
war in the remote, moun- 
tainous country, which has 
cost tens of thousands of 
lives, Islamist guerrillas 
fighting Tajikistan's pro- 
Moscow government have 
operated out of bases in 
northern Afghanistan. 

“The government of 
Tajikistan from July 1 6 has 
closed all border points and 
is reviewing relations with 
all countries which provide 
support for the armed 
opposition," Zafar Saidov, 


spokesman for Tajik Presi- 
dent Imomali Rakhmonov, 
told Reuters by telephone. 

Mr. Saidov did not name 
other countries helping 
Tajik rebel forces. But 
much of the opposition 
leadership is now based in 
the Iranian capital Tehran. 

“The government is seri- 
ously concerned about the 
military preparations with- 
in the armed wing of the 
opposition” Mr. Saidov 
said. 

United Nations-spon- 
sored peace talks are under 
way in the Turkmen capital 
Ashgabat. But a U.N.-spon- 
sored ceasefire is in tatters 
after continued fighting 
over the disputed town of 
Tavildara, east of the Tajik 
capital. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


S. Arabia beheads man for murder 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia beheaded a Saudi man on 
W ed ne sd ay for killing a young boy, raising to 15 the number of 
people executed by the sword in the conservative kingdom Otis 
year. An interior ministry statement read on state television, 
said the man was convicted of killing the boy by hitting him on 
the head then throwing him from a balcony of a building. It did 
not say what floor. It did not say how old the boy was, but the 
won! it used in Arabic indicated he was under 10 years old. 
Saudi Arabia executes convicted rapists, murderers, drug smug- 
glers and other criminals under its strict Islamic Sharia laws, 

Algerian court sentences man for fraud 

PARIS (R) — An Algerian court sentenced the treasurer of a 
regional office of a company that operates a state-run shopping 
centre to five years in prison fa fraud, the official news agency 
APS reported on Wednesday. It said the criminal court in Blida, 
a garrison city 50 kilometres from Algiers, found the man, who 
was not named, guilty of diverting public funds for his person- 
al use. APS on Tuesday quoted the information department of 
the court in Blida as identifying the man as an official of state- 
owned oil and gas firm Sonatrach. It issued a correction on 
Wednesday saying the court circular made a mistake and the 
man worked as treasurer for another state-run company. The 
agency said the court had apologised to Sonatrach for the etror. 

Welfare urges secret debate on Iraq patrols 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey's ruling Islamists have requested a 
closed-door parliamentary debate on tbe future of a Western 
allied air force that patrols the skies of northern Iraq from abase 
in Turkey, Islamist officials said on Wednesday. Islamist Welfare 
Party officials said their leader. Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, had asked parliament’s speaker on Tuesday to hold a 
dosed session on the force, known as Operation Provide Com- 
fort U.S„ British and French planes have shielded Iraq's Kurds 
against possible attack by Baghdad since shortly after the end of 
the 1991 Gulf war. Tbe planes are based at Incirlik, southern 
Turkey. But many Turkish MFs, who vote later this month on 
whether to extend the force’s mandate, say the force helps Kur- 
dish rebels fighting Ankara to establish themselves in north Iraq. 

Group: 40 militant prisoners flogged 

CAIRO (AP) — A human rights group charged Wednesday 
that Egyptian prison authorities flogged 40 inmates after a sur- 
prise search of cells turned up banned items — a watch and part 
of a ballpoint pen. The beatings took place June 17 in a high 
security prison at Tora — locally referred to as "The Scorpion' 
— that houses an estimated 320 men, most of them suspected 
Muslim militants. Mohammad Monieb. secretary-general of 
the Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights, told the Associ- 
ated Press the group had beard of criminals being flogged in 
Egyptian prisons “but this is the first time this inhumane action 
has been taken against political prisoners." Egypt has jailed 
thousands of people in its effort to end a four-year campaign of 
violence by Muslim extremists who seek to overthrow the gov- 
ernment and replace it with strict Islamic rule. Marty are held 
without charge or trial The Egyptian government has repeated- 
ly denied allegations it mistreats prisoners. 

Iran executes seven for drug trafficking 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran has executed seven people found guilty 
of belonging to drug trafficking gangs that carried five tonnes 
of drugs across the borders, state-run Tehnm radio said-on 
Wednesday. It quoted an official at a Tehran revolutionary court 
as saying the court ruled that the seven unnamed traffickers 
belonged to international smuggling networks recently broken 
up by police. Police seized more than five tonnes of opium, 
heroin and morphine from tire networks, the radio said. It did 
not say when or where the executions took place. Iran said it 
had seized 22 tonnes of drugs in three months until June 20, a 
haul 20 per cent higher than tbe same period last year. Posses- 
sion of 30 grammes (just over an ounce) of heroin or five kilo- 
grammes (11 lb) of opium is punishable by death in Iran. More 
than 1,000 people have been executed in drug-related cases 
since foe Jaw took effect in 1989. 

Head of U.S. Fifth Fleet takes over 

DUBAI (R) — Vice-Admiral Thomas Boulton Fargo on Wednes- 
day took over as commander of U.S. naval forces central com- 
mand and tbe U.S. Fifth Fleet operating in foe Gulf. A statement 
from the central command in Bahrain said Vice-Adm. Fargo 
replaced Vice-Adm. John Scott Redd who had served as com- 
mander for 22 months. Over the past two years, Vice-Adm. 
Redd's forces participated in seven operations, including foe 
withdrawal of U.N. forces from Somalia and Operation Vigilant 
Warrior, a rapid mobilisation of forces to deter “renewed Iraqi 
aggression,” the statement said. Vice-Adm. Fargo served as direc- 
tor of assessment division at the office of chief of naval operations 
m Washington. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:00 Double Dragon (Cartoon) 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 




15:30.. 


16:10. 


17:00_ 


17:02 Children’s Programme — 
LesFotluards 

17 JO Varieds — Les Monde Est 

A Vous 

19:00 .. 


19:15.. 

....Magazine — Ushuaia 

19:30 „ 



2fc00... 


21:10 ... 




22:25 Feature Film — “Duel of 

Hearts" 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:05 



12:42..., 


16:22 ... 


19:47 


21,-lS ... 

- — ‘Is ha 


CHURCHES 
St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swtifleh, TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Sal le Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Cathodic Church 
TeL 771331. 


Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL S24 328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL S 1 1 295 

English-sp eaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology, 

Relative hot weather conditions 
will prevail during the weekend 
with temperatures above average 
by four degrees centigrade and 
winds north westerly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 

Amman 24/36 

Aqaba - 28/41 

Deserts 20/40 

Jordan Valley 28/40 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 37 Aqaba 41 Humidity 
readings: Amman 40 per cent, 
Aqaba 42 per cent. 


Traffic Police . 


-896390 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin — 748563 
Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah 
820425 

De MurthtrAlQraini 779999 

Dr. Abdul Hadi ’Eayyim 

6201 15 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .... 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu ——28 I 484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Safarini 9S7565 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637111 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 


Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) ... 121 

Overseas Calls -010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. ...644281/6 
AkDeh Maternity, -...642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 


University Hospital ......845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

Hk Islamic, Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

AI-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery -.865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


hem department ai the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Zarqa 

National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Urn Shut Hospital (091986732 
Al H3ana Modem Hospital 
_ . (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

_ _ _ /n?)775555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

„ (02)277775 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(07)747100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Hava Hospital 
103)314111 


08:15 
09:15 .._ 
KWK 

Sanaa (RJ) 

— JDhahran (add) (RJ) 

10:20 — 


Hh30 

New DelhifRJt 

10l35 

11 KM) . . 

Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

17 JO - London (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 


17:30 Casablanca (RJ) 

17:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19ri)0 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

19:15 Athens (RJ) 

20:00 Al 'Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

20-.25 .Rome (RJ) 

21:15 .Moscow (RJ) 

01:15 -Lamaca (RJ) 


Other Flights 
0&30 


.-.Tel Aviv (LY J 


lifcOft 


14:40. 


20-35. 


2055. 
21:10 . 

— Paris, Damascus (AFj 

7V7A 


2*25. 

London (KJ) 


23:40,. 


Amsterdam (KL) 


03:00 Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

19--45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 .Beirut (RJ) 

10:50 Moscow (RJ) 

11:15 — Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

11:25 — Abu Dhabi Ai 'Ain (RJ ) 
12: L5 — Amsterdam, Montreal 
Toronto (RJ) 

12:15 Rome (RJi 

12:15 Moscow (RJ) 

12:30 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

13:10 Paris [RJ) 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

20=45 Larnaca (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:45 — Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 
22:20 __Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
22*30 KuaJa Lumpur. Jakarta 
(RJl 

23-JO Jeddah (RJ 

Other Flights 

07:25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

07:45 .Beirut. London (BA) 

0&45 Beirut (ME) 

14:30 Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

15:30 Jtfyadh (SV) 

15 JO Algiers (AH) 

21:25 .Cairo (MS) 

23:55 — Damascus. Paris ( AF) 
OOrfO -Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 


MK» .Rome (AZ) 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
lOrilO Aqaba (from Marita Air- 
port) (RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (from Tel Aviv) 
(RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pun. every 
Monday ]f} 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 ajn. every 
Sunday 

Arc Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

VppaAmver price in fils per kg. 
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Apncot 

Amle..- 

.850/500 

7rtrcfl<) 

Banana. tiOOffiOO 

Banana (mukhammar.) .520/520 

Banana (imported) 800/600 

Cabbage.. 290/180 

Carrot 13A/80 : 

Cauliflower. 

. 230/140 

Cucumber (large) 

130/80 

Cucumber (small) „ 
Eggplant 

220/130 

... 190/140 

Garlic 

„..„A5(IW00 

Lemon 

630/400 

Marrow (large). 

Marrow, (small) 

Mulukhiah „ 

250/150 

— 440/250 
220/80 

Onion (dry) 

JL30/80 

Okra 

_J7(KM500 

Orange 

400/300 

Plumb. 

.„.J5W250 

Pfta. 

..__500G00 

Peach 

670/400 


Pepper(hot) 300/200 

Pepper (sweet) 300/200 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday prepares to light the torch of the 
opening of the 15th Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts (photo by 
Yousef A1 * Allan) 

Queen Noor opens 
the 15th Jerash Festival 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
15th Jerash Festival of Cul- 
ture and Arts officially 
opened Wednesday with the 
lighting of the torch by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor at the 
centre of the historic 
Romaxi city, a Royal Court 
statement said. 

The 1996 Festival, which 
is characterised by an 
unprecedented participa- 
tion of Arab groups and 
artists, will feature, accord- 
ing to festival Director 
Akram Masarweh, tradi- 
tional classical Arab 
singing “aghani al-turarh” 
by Sabri Modallal of Syria, 
the Zaghloul A1 Damour 
choir for popular Lebanese 
zaghal and tin; Moroccan 
Wajdah group for Andalu- 
sian muwashahaL 

Also, performing this 
year will be renowned Arab 
singers such as Majda 
Rumi, Najwa Karam and 
Sabah Fakhri, who are sea- 
soned festival veterans with 
popular shows, .that are. 
invariably soJd.ouL.- 


Theatre is making a 
strong come-back at Jerash 
this summer with a variety 
of open-air plays that 
include the Paris-based 
Global Cultural Institute’s 
“Julia Damn a," the British 
Odds ocks’ “Richard ID” 
and the Jordanian Artists’ 
Association’s “Medea.” 

Music fans will enjoy 
performances bylhe French 
Children's Choir, the Span- 
ish guitarist Miguel Angel 
Cortes and the Philadelphia 
Youth Orchestra. 

Activities for children are 
plentiful, and range from 
plays and musical perfor- 
mances to book fairs and 
art exhibitions. 

Another popular attrac- 
tion is the handicrafts and 
arts exhibitions at the 
Colonnade Street and the 
Zeus* vault respectively, 

which will comprise the 

work of artisans mid artists 
from the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Palestine, Tunis and 
Jondm. 

Also, , following the 


precedent set by last year’s 
festival, the events will not 
be confined to Jerash itself. 
The most notable include 
the dinner-musicals by the 
Polish opera singer Urszula 
Kryger and the Portuguese 
Chamber Orchestra at 
Umm Qais and Ajlun Cas- 
tle respectively and the 
Lebanese Caracala dance 
troupe at the Palace of Cul- 
ture. 

The poetry evenings, dur- 
ing which more than 50 
poets from 11 Arab coun- 
tries will read from their 
works, will be launched at 
Jerash and then continue at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation’s Darat Al- 
Funun in Jabal Weibdeb. 

According to the state- 
ment, members of the 
Royal Family, Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and Mrs. Kabariti, the gov- 
ernor and mayor of Jerash 
and members of the festi- 
val’s Higher National Com- 
mittee accompanied; Queen 
Noor to the opening. 


Princess Rahma to address 
youth conference in Malta 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Rahma Bint A1 
Hassan Wednesday left for 
Malta to represent HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan at 
the first Euro-Mediter- 
ranean Regional Confer- 
ence of the International 
Award. 

The Princess will deliver 
an address at tbe confer- 
ence, chaired by Prince 
Edward of the United 
Kingdom, highlighting the 
status of youth in Jordan 
and the role of the Crown 
Prince Award in develop- 
ing the youth sector. 

Six young Jordanian 
men, holders of the Crown 
Prince Golden Award are 
taking part in the four-day 
meeting in which dele- 
gates from Germany, Bel- 



HRH Princess Rahma Bint 
A1 Hassan 

gjum, Ireland, Israel, 
Malta, the Netherlands, 
Portugal, and the United 
Kingdom are participating. 


The conference seeks to 
engage the participating 
countries in a discussion of 
the criteria and the regular 
tious of tbe international 
award within tbe regional 
concept and is designed to 
enable the delegates to dis- 
cuss tbe role and duty of 
the regional councils of the 
award, and exchange 
expertise and experiments 
helping them to launch 
regional training pro- 
grammes. 

Princess Rahma is 
expected to deliver her 
address on the second day 
of tbe conference which 
will be dedicated to youtb 
affairs and their role in 
society. 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Wednesctay visits the Jordan News 
mme ivun&rer au officials and staff on the 27th anniversary of 

ceSteft is Petra Director Abdullah Ltoon. 

(Petra photo) 
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Minister says role of NAF should 
be backing family projects 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

Amman — Minister of 
Social Development Ham- 
mad Abu Jamous Thursday 
said that the role of the min- 
istry after establishing the 
National Aid Fund (NAF) 
lies in backing family pro- 
jects, as well as private and 
group ones. 

Furthermore, Mr. Abu 
Jamous said, in order to ful- 
fil its role tbe ministry 

needs to coordinate with 
official, local, and foreign 
authorities, as well as the 
presidency of tbe Higher 
Council of Social Assis- 
tance and Protection which 
incorporates all national 
funds for development, 
employment and the Zakat 


fund. 

The minister stressed that 
tbe problem of poverty is 
one which demands official 
and private concentration 
of efforts in order to deal 
with its negative repercus- 
sions on the society, and to 
create work as well as reha- 
bilitation programmes pro- 
viding special care for tbe 
underprivileged. 

Tbe ministry, Me Abu 
Jamous said, has created a 
new policy for diminishing 
the effects of the problem 
by collecting all necessary 
data from the information 
centre at the NAF, and 
'using it to plan for future 
developmental projects 
which would involve 
underprivileged citizens, 
urging them to work, and 


helping them towards self- 
reliance. 

Also, Director of Public 
Policy Information at the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment Khalil Banna said 
several organisations, 
including the NAF, Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation, the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development, and special- 
ists from different min- 
istries have developed a 
new strategy under which 
family spending is broken- 
down into: 51.2% for food, 
25.1% for housing, 9.5% 
for clothing, 1.7% for edu- 
cation, 3.1% for health 
care, and finally 9.4% for 
transportation. 

Mr. Banna added that 
there are more than 40,000 
Jordanian families receiv- 


ing 44 JD each in tbe form 
of aid from tbe Social Aid 
Network, and that coordi- 
nation among different 
social funds and organisa- 
tions, although important, 
is not enough. 

He declared that such 
coordination should lead to 
the creation of a social 
credit and loan corporation 
which would have clear and 
concise policies towards 
the poverty problem. 

Furthermore, he said, the 
establishment of such a cor- 
poration will reduce the 
anguish that the unprivi- 
leged experience in their 
search for financial aid, 
while, regulating tbe 
process of aid and lending. 
Such a specialised corpora-’ 
don, he added, would be a 


strategic move on the part 
of Jordan as there would be 
less waste of effort and 
finan cial resources. 

Mr, Banna also said, that 
poverty can not be entirely 
eradicated but it can be 
reduced by job creation and 
consolidating the value of 
human resources in tradi- 
tional handicrafts and agri- 
cultural spheres. 

As such, said Mr Banna, 
tbe problem of poverty 
could be dealt with while 
allowing for principles such 
as social equality to flour- , 
Lsh and help in raising the 
quality of life for the 
unprivileged. 


Investors demand more 
from industrial city 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In Ramtha, 
A1 Hassan Industrial City 
investors Wednesday pre- 
sented demands to the Jor- 
danian Industrial Estates 
Corporation (J1EQ for 
improved infrastructure 
services so that mme 
investors would be attract- 
ed to tbe commercial 
facility. 

Spokesman for the 
investors committee Hus- 
sein Obeidat told JIEC 
Director General Assem 
Hindawi that the 
investors’ demands 
included chat hangar rents 
be reduced, annual rents 
be payable in six install- 
ments, and that running 
water be constantly sup- 
plied to allow factories to 
maintain a desirable level 
of production. 

Me Obeidat said that 
arrangements must . be 
made to ensure better 
transportation for employ- 
ees of the various enter- 
prises, and that civil 
defence, customs, and 
police officials be sta- 
tioned at the industrial 
city. 

He added that for the 
protection of tbe environ- 
ment, local authorities 
should take measures to 
help the city safely dis- 
pose of waste. 


He said that by meeting 
these requests, the JIEC 
will be creating a 
favourable c limate for 
investors to come to Jor- 
dan, and for the industrial 
city to improve its produc- 
tion and the quality of its 
goods. 

In response, Mr. Hin- 
dawi announced that the 
JIEC was in the process of 
purchasing a plot of land 
adjacent to the industrial 
city in a bid to expand the 
industrial area and offer 
incentives to more 
investors. 

At the meeting, which 
was attended by Ramtha 
District Governor Sam eh 
Majali, Mr. Hindawi said 
die JIEC was determined 
to help tbe factories solve 
all problems facing them. 

He said that die A1 Has- 
san Industrial City should 
cooperate with the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology (JUST), in. 
order to improve the qual- 
ity of goods, adding that 
the JIEC was currently 
working with JUST to 
expand and develop tbe 
city’s services. 

The A1 Haasan Industri- 
al City was established in 
1991 and currently accom- 
modates more than 60 
industrial investment pro- 
jects and factories. 



HRH Princess Basina Wednesday meets with the visiting DACO WITS delegation at 
the Queen Alia Fund for Soda! Development (Petra photo) 

Princess Basma introduces visiting 
DACOWITS team to QAF projects 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A visiting del- 
egation representing the 
American Defence Adviso- 
ry Committee on Women 
in the Services (DACOW- 
1TS) Wednesday were 
briefed by HRH Princess 
Basma on the work of tbe 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF) and its 
social and economic ser- 
vices to die local communi- 
ties. 

The Princess outlined 
QAFs efforts through its 
50 offices to initiate 
income-generating projects 


for women in rural regions 
of Jordan and help them 
market their products and 
improve their families’ 
income. 

Princess Basma reviewed . 
with the gugsts the various 
achievements accon>' 
plished by Jordanian 
women in political, eco- 
nomic and social fields in 
the public and private sec- 
tors . 

She also outlined the 
stages for the creation of 
the National Committee for 
Jordanian Women which 
handles women’s affairs 
and tries to promote Jor- 
danian women’s role in the 


public sector. 

Tbe Princess referred to 
last year’s municipal coun- 
cils elections which result- 
ed in the success of die first 
woman mayor aod the elec- 1 
.non qfJQ j r tt h^ ^anumd- 
pal couficit members. 

Among those present at 
tbe briefing were HRH 
Princess Aisha Bint A1 
Hussein, a major in (he Jor- 
danian Aimed Forces and 
head of its Directorate of 
Women’s Affairs, Farah 
Dagbestani, Princess 
Basma’s adviser > on 
women’s affairs, and 
Princess Basma Bint Ali. 



A 

OF 




Q-HfS 



Villa D'Angelo, now offering lunch with a new twist. 

Our new executive chef has created a lunch salad bar that is a feast 
for both your eyes and your appetite together with our 
superb new menu and our daily specials. 



Classic Mood... Excellent Food. 

Tel. 636212 — ' 
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Chechen rebels blame Russian 
troops for attacks on civilians 
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MOSCOW (R) — Chechen 
separatists accused Russian 
troops Wednesday of carry- 
ing out attacks on civilian 
targets in the rebel region as 
both sides planned separate 
meetings to plot further 
action. 

Russia's state commission 
on Chechenya. chaired by 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, was due to meet 
in Moscow to discuss the 
situation in the breakaway 
region. 

Two Russian generals 
who have taken a tough line 
on Chechenya — Vyaches- 
lav Tikhomirov, comman- 
der of Russian troops in 
Chechenya, and Interior Mi- 
nister Anatoly Kulikov — 
will address the meeting in 
Moscow, Interfax News 
Agency said. 

Chechenya, scene of a 19- 
month conflict in which 
more than 30,000 combat- 
ants and civilians have been 
killed, has been hit by re- 
newed righting alter nearly 
seven weeks of a shaky 
ceasefire. 

Rebel commanders, who 
have blamed Russia for 
launching attacks on several 
villages and ruining a mice 
agreed by President Boris 
Yeltsin and separatist leader 
Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev, 
were also continuing their 
talks in southern Chechenya 
to work out what to do next, 
Interfax said. 

Rebel spokesman Mov- 
ladi Udugov meanwhile 
said Wednesday that two 
people had been killed and 
more than 10 injured when 
Russian planes hit a civilian 
hospital in the village of 
Benoi some 60 kilometres 
southeast of the regional 
capital Grozny. 
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A column of Russian armour heads south into the 
Chechen mountains. Troops were fighting a fierce bat- 
tle with separatist guerrillas around the village of 
Mekhkety (Reuter photo) 


Mr. Udugov, who contact- 
ed Reuters in Moscow by 
telephone from an undis- 
closed location in Cbe- 
chenya, said that Russian 
artillery and warplanes con- 
tinued to pound the village 
of Vedeno in pro-rebel 
mountainous parts of south- 
ern Chechenya. 

Mr. Udugov said the 


whole area had been sealed 
off by troops and no one 
was allowed to enter or 
leave the blockaded zone. 

Russian military officials 
in Chechenya have denied 
rebel reports about deliber- 
ate attacks on civilian tar- 
gets. 

For their part they accuse 
rebels of attacking troops in 


Cuba ridicules Clinton move 
on Helms-Burton Law 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba 
Tuesday ridiculed President 
Bill Clinton's move to put a 
Cuba sanctions measure in- 
to effect but delay its actual 
impact for six months, say- 
ing all the “supreme em- 
pire" bad done was grant 
the world a brief pardon. 

Foreign Minister Roberto 
Robaina said Mr. Clinton 
had sought to “keep in with 
both God and the devil" 
with his decision, adding 
the move “in no way alters 
the illegal and intervention- 
ist nature of the law.” 

Mr. Clinton announced he 
would allow a controversial 
section of the Helms-Bur- 
ton Law, Title HI, to formal- 
ly go into effect on Aug. 1. 

The section allows law- 
suits to be riled in U.S. 
courts against foreign firms 
that own or operate proper- 
ties nationalised from U.S. 
citizens and firms before the 
1959 revolution which 
brought President Fidel 
Castro to power. 

But Mr. Clinton, under 
pressure from foreign allies 
who have strongly criticised 
this as an unacceptable ex- 
tra-territorial aspect, said he 
was suspending the right to 
file such lawsuits for six 
months. Mr. Clinton said he 
would use the time to rally 
international support for 
steps to promote democracy 
in Cuba. 

Mr. Robaina, who was 
quoted by the Cuban news 
agency, Prensa Latina, said 
“The only thing that has 
happened today is that the 
supreme empire has con- 
ceded a pardon to the world 
and will not violate its (the 
world's) sovereignty for a 
period of six months.” 

Nobody should feel 
pleased about that, Mr. Ro- 
baina said, adding “the 
world doesn’t have to feel 
grateful to the United States 
for having conceded a new 
period of grace on the prin- 
ciple of sovereignty, which 
has already been trodden on 
enough." 

France. Britain. Spain and 
Canada all welcomed the 
six-month delay but said 
they were disappointed that 
Mr. Clinton let the law go 
into effect. 

The European Union (EU), 
said it would continue with 
plans announced Monday to 
retaliate. An EU spokesman 
noted that European compa- 


nies still faced the threat of 
legal action. 

Mr. Robaina said Mr. 
Clinton was trying to please 
foreign allies as well as “the 
Cuban American maria 
(hardline Cuban exile crit- 
ics of Castro's government) 
and “ultraconservatives” in 
Congress. 

Mr. Robaina condemned 
Mr. Clinton's aim of using 
the six-month period to seek 
help from allies in pushing 
Cuba toward democracy. 
Cuba has long argued that 
its system is democratic and 
the minister said this was an 
effort by Mr. Clinton “to 
create a holy alliance” 
against Cuba. 

Mr. Robaina reiterated 
what Cuba has said since 
the Helms-Burton Law was 
at planning stages last year 
— that no amount of fresh 
U.S. pressure will make it 
change its system. 

Cuban authorities have 
admitted that the law has 
already a damaging effect 
oa the economy. But the 
island would overcome dif- 
ficulties and would remain 
an attractive business possi- 
bility. he added. 

Cuban exiles take 
moderate view 

Meanwhile Cuban exiles 
had mixed reactions Tues- 
day to the Clinton adminis- 
tration's decision to sus- 
pend implementation of the 
law. 

The powerful Cuban- 
American National Foun- 
dation (CANF) took a mod- 
erate view of the adminis- 
tration's decision, praising 
Mr. Clinton for enacting a 
law with a strong anti- 
Castro message. 

“We are not completely 
satisfied, but this is a first 
positive step,” said CANF 
President Francisco “Pepe” 
Hernandez, adding that he 
was pleased the controver- 
sial Title IB provisos will 
be “the law of the land" 

“What the president has 
done today is really to give 
investors another few 
months to make up their 
minds or pack their bags to 
get out of Cuba,” Mr. 
Hernandez said. 

But Jose Basulto, founder 
of the exile pilots group 
Brothers to the Rescue, 
whose unarmed planes were 
shot down by Cuban jet 


fighters over the Florida 
Straits in February, con- 
demned the compromise 
decision. 

“This entirely removes tho 
bite out of the law,” said Mn 
Basulto. “We fed that we 
have been let down once 
again by the Clinton admin- 
istration. If there was any 
punishment to Cuba it had 
to do with the implementa- 
tion of this part of the law ” 

Under the heading 
“President Clinton's gelati- 
nous backbone once again 
exposed,” Cu ban - Am erican 
Representative Lincoln 
Diaz-Balart, R-Miami, said 
in a statement that Mr. 
Clinton had “succumbed to 
blackmail" by “unscrupu- 
lous interests who are prof- 
iting by dealing in property 
stolen from Americans.” 

“The president’s action 
today is a dramatic, historic 
example of appeasement at 
its worst — it is a demon- 
stration of ultimate weak- 
ness by a systematically 
weak chief executive,” he 
said. 

Jaime Suchlicki, a profes- 
sor at the University of 
Miami Research Institute 
for Cuban Studies, said Mr. 
Clinton had simply post- 
poned his decision until 
after the November elec- 
tion. 

“It’s a solomonic deci- 
sion. He is between a rock 
and a hard place,” said Mr. 
Suchlicki. “He has to please 
the Cuban community. He 
has to please his allies ... He 
is trying to please every- 
body, but nobody is going 
to be happy.” 

Mr. Basulto said it was 
apparent Mr. Ginton's con- 
demnation of Cuba follow- 
ing the Feb. 24 downing of 
two Brothers to the Rescue 
planes by jet fighters was 
simply a “political reac- 
tion.” 

"It was something they 
were forced to do, but they 
didn’t mean it and now they 
think six months later 
everyone will foiget about 
it,” said Mr. Basulto. “But 
we are not about to forget 
the deaths.” 
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violation of the truce agreed 
by Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Yandarbiyev in late May. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
• quoted the Russian military 
press centre in Chechenya 
as saying one serviceman 
had been killed and nine 
others had been injured in 
overnight rebel attacks. 

Mr. Udugov said Chechen 
Chief of Staff Aslan Mas- 
khadov favoured holding 
back from a resumption of 
full-scale combat because 
political means to save the 
truce have not been ex- 
hausted. 

The other view, held by 
field Commander Shamil 
Basayev, was that the rebels 
. should start delivering “pin-, 
point strikes” against strate- 
gic targets in Russia, be 
said. 

Commander Basayev led 
a daring raid on a southern 
Russian town last year in 
which over 100 people were 
killed. 

Mr. Udugov said Mr. 
Yandarbiyev appeared to 
lean towards continuing 
peace talks when the rebel 
meeting started Tuesday. A 
final decision would be 
made Wednesday. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who has won 
a second term in the 
Kremlin partly on promises 
to end foe unpopular con- 
flict, has not reacted to the 
latest surge in violence. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, who 
signed foe truce with Mr. 
Yandarbiyev, told a news 
conference Tuesday that 
peace talks would be re- 
newed. But Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin said he was not overly 
optimistic and vowed that 
what he called “terrorism” 
would be wiped out 


Palace 
may face 
challenge 
on Diana’s 
status 

LONDON (R)— A British 
newspaper launched a legal 
campaign Wednesday to 
regain Princess Diana’s 
royal status and title after 
six resigned as patron of 
nearly 100 charities. 

The Daily Minor, a top- 
selling tabloid, said it had 
written to Queen Eliza- 
beth’s proctor, who repre- 
sents die monarchy in mat- 
rimonial matters, urging 
him to intervene in foe 
divorce proceedings and 
restore to Princess Diana 
foe tide Hex Royal High- 
ness. 

“We have asked for a 
postponement of foe decree 
abscriute — due on Aug. 28 
— until Princess Diana's 
royal status is restored,” 
the newspaper said, urging 
readers to sign a petition. 

It claimed Princess Dia- 
na's decision to trim her 
charity work was directly 
due to the loss of her tide ; 
and change in status as part 
of the the divorce agree- 
ment 

“The Daily Mirror be- 
lieves that the removal of 
the tide is damaging to the 
public interest and goes 
against public opinion,” foe 
newspaper's editor. Piers 
Morgan, said. 

The charities were left 
shocked and saddened by 
Princess Diana's surprise 
announcement, which 
came just a day after the 
start of her divorce pro- 
ceedings from Prince 
Charles. 

The loss of their high- 
profile, popular patron, 
who has raised millions for 
foe causes she supports, 
was a severe setback for 
many of the organisations. 

Few people have the 
pulling power of the 35- 
year-old princess or her 
special talent for comfort- 
ing the sick and disabled. 

“The princess has estab- 
lished such a wonderful 
relationship with the fami- 
lies of our patients. We 
don’t want to lose her,” 
said Dominic Jenkins of 
the Ty Hafan Children’s 
Hospice in Wales. 
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Russian soldiers ride an armoured personnel carrier (APC) after claiming victory 
over Chechen separatist guerrillas in a battle for the mountain village of Mekhkety 
(Renter photo) 

Dole picks abortion rights supporter 
as keynote speaker at convention 


WASHINGTON (API — 
Trying to reach out to 
female voters and transcend 
bitter Republican differ- 
ences over abortion, Bob 
Dole has picked a New 
York congresswoman who 
supports abortion rights to 
deliver foe keynote address 
at next month’s Republican 
convention. 

And speaking to foe 
National Governors Asso- 
ciation Tuesday. Sen. Dole 
blamed conflicting White 
House signals for a rise in 
marijuana and LSD use by 
young Americans. 

During foe Clinton admin- 
istration, marijuana use 
among those aged 13-14 bas 
increased 145 per cent and 
that LSD use among high 
school students has dou- 
bled, Sen. Dole told the 
meeting in Fajardo, Puerto 
Rico. 

Sen. Dole's selection of 
Rep. Susan Molinari was 
questioned Tuesday by a 
leader of religious conserv- 
atives. Ralph Reed, execu- 
tive director of the Christian 
Coalition, cautioned foe 
prospective presidential no- 
minee against turning his 
back on conservatives. 

“Our concern is that all 
the names that are being 
publicly circulated both as 
speakers and as prominent 


vice presidential contenders 
are either pro-choice or 
moderates,” Mr. Reed said 
in an interview. 

But Senate majority lea- 
der Trent Lott called foe 
selection "a great choice.” 

“We want to win the elec- 
tion,” Sen. Dole said in a 
joint appearance with his 
wife, Elizabeth, on CNN's 
“Lany King Live” Monday 
night 

Sen. Dole hims elf has a 
long record in opposition to 
abortion. But he has advo- 
cated tolerance among Re- 
publicans for those with ri- 
val views on foe divisive 
subject. 

Ms. Molinari, who called 
foe show from a restaurant 
in Buffalo, said her selec- 
tion was a complete sur- 
prise. "I'm delighted.” she 
said. 

Sen. Dole also announced 
during foe hour-long inter- 
view that his proposed eco- 
nomic package — to be 
unveiled by month’s end — 
would include a tax cut He 
did not say how large. 

On foe subject of a run- 
ning mate. Sen. Dole ack- 
nowledged that his cam- 
paign had done a prelimi- 
nary interview with Penn- 
sylvania Gov. Tom Ridge, 
who has emerged as a first- 
tier prospect 


Asked by Mr. King 
whether any women were 
under consideration. Sen. 
Dole replied: “Yes, obvi- 
ously." 

And, while Cotin Powell 
appears to have taken him- 
self out of vice presidential 
consideration, Sen. Dole 
said the retired general re- 
mains a top prospect for a 
possible Dole administra- 
tion cabinet post 

Sen. Dole's selection of 
Ms. Molinari came as he 
tried to bridge internal Re- 
publican differences on 
abortion. He has also said 
he would consider an abor- 
tion-rights supporter as his 
running mate. At foe same 
time. Sen. Dole last Friday 
bowed to pressure from reli- 
gious conservatives and 
abandoned an effort to soft- 
en foe party's anti-abortion 
plank. Instead, he proposed 
new “tolerance" language 
elsewhere in foe platform. 

Sen. Dole conceded he 
was behind Mr. Clinton, “no 
doubt about it” 

He blamed it partly on the 
fact “we don’t have any mo- 
ney. We can’t do any adver- 
tising” until foe general 
election. And he said he was 
trailing by 10 to 12 points 
— not by the 20-or-so per- 
centage-point margins of 
some recent polls. 
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Tom Ridge, governor of the key election state of Pennsylvania, is the latest prospect 
as the vice-presidential nmningmate for presumptive Republican presidential nomi- 
nee Bob Dole. Mr. Ridge (right) and Bob Dole talk at the Philadelphia International 
Airport after a June 1996 campaign swing through Philadelphia (Renter photo) 

Clinton aide denies Whitewater allegations 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (R) 
— Senior White House aide 
Bruce Lindsey Tuesday 
denied allegations he con- 
spired illegally to conceal 
large cash withdrawals by 
the 1990 campaign to 
reelect Bill Clinton as gov- 
ernor of Arkansas. 

Mr. Lindsey, one of Mr. 
Clinton’s closest friends 
and treasurer of the 1990 
campaign, testified in a 
Whitewater-related trial that 
he “at no time" requested 
that more than $50,000 in 
cash withdrawals be con- 
cealed from foe Internal 
Revenue Service. 

Whitewater prosecutors 
have named Mr. Lindsey an 
unindicted co-conspirator in 
foe trial of two Arkansas 
bankers, claiming he urged 
them not to file Cu rrenc y 
Transaction Reports (CTRs) 
required by the IRS when 
more than $10,000 in cash 
is deposited or withdrawn. 
But he flatly denied foe alle- 
gations. 


“I had no discussion with 
anyo ne at the bank about 
CTRs,” he told the trial in 
downtown Little Rock. 

Before entering the court- 
room, he said the two cash 
transactions in question 
were folly reported by foe 
Clinton campaign. ‘That’s 
why it makes absolutely no 
sense to suggest that I 
would try to keep secret 
something that 1 personally 
and publicly reported.” he 
said. 

But he did acknowledge 
that be took out $30,000 
with four separate checks of 
$7,500 each on one day in 
May 1990. He said that was 
done to keep Mr. Clinton's 
political opponents from 
knowing the scale of the 
campaign's election-day 
voter mobilisation pro- 
gramme, which the cash 
financed. 

“I was concerned about 
leaks to our opponents." Mr. 
Lindsey told foe court. 

The two men on trial. 


Herby Branscum and 
Robert Hill, were owners of 
the rural Perry County Bank 
and longtime allies of Mr. 
Clinton. They were accused 
of deliberately failing to 
report the cash withdrawals 
and of filing false expense 
reports to reimburse them- 
selves and family members 
for political contributions to 
Mr. Clinton and other state 
Democrats. 

Prosecutors alleged foe 
two broke foe law in a bid to 
ingratiate themselves with 
Mr. Clinton. After he was 
reelected in 1990, both were 
appointed to influential 
state commissions. 

The prosecution’s key 
witness, former bank 
President Neal Ainley, testi- 
fied earlier in foe trial that 
Mr. Lindsey pressured him 
to keep the cash with- 
drawals hidden from the 
IRS. 


‘Nicotine could be 

as addictive as 
heroin’ 

LONDON (R) — Nicotine 
acts on the brain in a simi- 
lar way to drugs like 
cocaine and heroin and 
could be just as addictive. 
Italian scientists said Wed- 
nesday. The researchers, 
writing in foe science jour- 
nal Nature, said their work 
went some way to refuting 
claims by the smoking 
lobby that tobacco was 
merely habit-forming ra- 
ther than addictive. The 
scientists said experiments 
on rats showed that nico- 
tine stimulated local energy 
metabolism and the release 
of the neurotransmitter do- 
pamine in the part of the 
brain associated with emo- 
tional expression. The ef- 
fects were foe same as 
those triggered by cocaine 
and heroin and have been 
linked with addiction, said 
the scientists from the Uni- 
versity of Cagliari in Italy. 
“Our results are relevant 
here because they show 
that nicotine shares with 
addictive drugs a discrete 
neurochemical and func- 
tional property... This prop- 
erty might itself be critical 
to the addictive pro-perties 
of nicotine,” they wrote. 

Kirk Douglas’ son 
gets 30 days in jail 

NEWARK, NJ. 00 — 
Eric Douglas, foe youngest 
son of movie star Kirk 
Douglas, was sentenced 
Tuesday to 30 days in pri- 
son for disrupting a flight 
from California to New 
Jersey earlier this year. 
Douglas. 37. also was or- 
dered to pay a $5,000 fine 
by U.S. Magistrate Stanley 
Chester. Both foe jail term 
and the fine were foe maxi- 
mum pennissible by law. 
Douglas pleaded guilty in 
June to disrupting a March 
17 Continental Airlines 
flight to Newark from Los 
Angeles. He let his dog out 
of its carrier, a violation of 
federal rules, ignored re- 
quests by foe crew to cage 
foe animal, was “loudly 
abusive” and threw rolled- 
up blankets at flight atten- 
dants, an FBI complaint 
said. The magistrate bad 
revoked Douglas’ $10,000 
bail Monday after learning 
that Douglas had left a 
detoxification programme 
that was a condition of his 
bail. 

13-year-old boy 
charged with 
murder of girl 

LIVERPOOL, England (R) 
— British police said Wed- 
nesday they had charged a 
13-year-old boy with foe 
murder of a young girl in a 
case which has drawn com- 
parisons with one of foe 
country's most chilling 
child murders. Police in foe 
northwestern city of Liver- 
pool said foe boy, who can- 
not be named for legal rea- 
sons, had been accused of 
murdering nine-year-old 
Jade Mafohews, whose bo- 
dy was found on a deserted 
railway line early on July 
8. The case has aroused 
memories of foe murder of 
two-year-old James Bulger, 
who was abducted while 
shopping with his mother 
in February 1993 and mur- 
dered by two 10-year-old 
boys on a Liverpool rail- 
way line. 

Wife beats 
husband * J 
unconscious in 
divorce hearing 

TIRANA (R) — An Al- 
banian man, suing for di- 
vorce, was beaten uncon- 
scious by his wife in front 
of a judge, an Albanian 
newspaper reported Wed- 
nesday. The man, identified 
only as I.V., was foe first 
Albanian husband to file 
for divorce because be was 
regularly beaten by his 
wife, the daily Republika 
said. He was attacked by 
his estranged wife min utes 
after foe hearing began and 
was rushed to hospital for 
treatment The judge ended 
their two-year marriage 
without delay. The man 
learned of foe decision 
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« "'omst Party, which 


suuppuig wim ms mocner «nc province to re- 

in February 1993 and mur- J" Bnufo. said he did 
dered by two 10-year-old real progress 
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TIRANA (R) — An Al- J people Se ? en ‘ 

banian man, suing for di- ^pected 

vorce, was beaten uncon- hnmw ns ^ 

scious by his wife in front a ho j® ^ ear 

of a judge, an Albanian near fo- !» ^ nn . ,s “ 

newspaper reported Wed- Repuhli- 1 ^ 

nesday. The man, identified J *hink rL r « ^ 
only as I.V., was foe first JJof e*™ « J great 
Albanian husband to file more ^ tno ~ 

for divorce because be was Mr vi. . . 

regularly beaten by his -j ’ j Stnnts told 

wife, foe daily Republika ^ is an qn * believe 

said. He was attacked by L ' ln 2ou?difr han , c ? of 

his estranged wife minutes JJ 1 of the !eW - Uefi * n 

after foe hearing began and . . f «er a r*, . lsi °n cam- 
was rushed to hospital for ^ ForeiL^ a \ s '!’ 

treatment The judge ended J* Vm«, Minister 

their two-year marriage p ParljJJ, d * e Huro- 

wifoout delay. The man ^ he u “ ! l! » Stras- 

learned of foe decision l! ^innin„ 10 sec a 

when he regained con- a C e fforts to ^S 10 - 
sciousness in hospital, the C, J? Solv e a 27- 
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u^Cn^l !^^ al l ar S , L Inte , ,i ^ r Ministr y examiiMs the wreckage of shops badly damaged by a bomb blast early 
, . . y nn “ e J’ ™ e National Congress Centre in central Sofia. Nobody was hart in the explosion. Police have 

declined to speculate on the reason for the blast (Renter photo) 

Bomb explodes in Sofia Congress Centre 
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SOFIA (R) — An explosion 
ripped through the base- 
ment of Bulgaria's huge Na- 
tional Congress Centre in 
central Sofia early Wednes- 
day but nobody was hurt, 
police said. 

“The explosion occurred 
at 0012 (2112 GMT) on the 
underground level of the 
National Congress Centre. 
The bomb was positioned to 
ensure maximum damage to 
property.” a police spokes- 


man told Reuters. 

He said a travel centre, 
including offices of the state 
airlines and railways, had 
suffered most damage. 

“There were no casualties 
or injuries despite the pres- 
ence of a large disco nearby 
that was open at the time,'' 
the police spokesman ad- 
ded. 

Police have cordoned off 
the area and have begun 
investigations into what an 


Interior Ministry statement 
described as a “major ter- 
rorist act" Police declined 
to speculate on the reason 
for the explosion. 

The National Congress 
Centre, a towering Commu- 
nist-era edifice, recently 
hosted a landmark meeting 
of Balkan foreign ministers 
that aimed to repair frayed 
economic and security ties 
in the troubled region. 

The campaign office of 


Foreign Minister Georgi Pi- 
rinski, the ruling Socialist 
Party's candidate in this 
year's presidential election, 
is also housed in the Cong- 
ress Centre. 

In 1995 Bulgaria suffered 
some 200 bomb explosions 
and nine people were killed, 
Interior Ministry figures 
show. Some attacks were 
blamed on criminals de- 
manding protection money. 
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BELFAST (R) — Talks on 

’ 

. 

the Northern Ireland crisis 



spread to London, Dublin 


• 

and Strasbourg Wednesday 

' " -r 


in an effort to breathe new 

Jr' ’ 


life into a peace process 



stopped dead by the worst 
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violence for- years in the 



British province. . 
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ship of former U.S. Senator 
George Mitchell, who 
urged squabbling partici- 
pants to get down to busi- 
ness after four fruitless 
weeks of haggling over 
procedures. 

But real negotiations bet- 
ween pro-British Protes- 
tants and pro-Irish Catho- 
lics remained bogged down 
over drawing up procedural 
rules on everything from 
seating arrangements to the 
powers of Sen. Mitchell, 
President Bill Clinton's 
Ireland envoy. 

Sinn Fein, political wing 
of the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) which has 
fought for 25 years to oust 
Britain from Northern Ire- 
land is excluded from the 
negotiations until the guer- 
rillas restore a 17-raonth 
ceasefire they broke in 
February with a series of 
bomb attacks in London. 

Ken Maginnis of the Uls- 
ter Unionist Party, which 
wants the province to re- 
main British, said he did 
not think real progress 
could be made in the crisis 
atmosphere that has pre- 
vailed since Protestants 
forced police to reverse a 
ban on a parade through 
Catholic areas of the town 
of Portadown last week. 

One Catholic rioter was 
killed in a wave of fury at 
the police decision. Seven- 
teen people were injured 
when suspected Irish 
Republican bombers car 
bombed a hotel at Ennis- 
killen, near the border with 
the Irish Republic. 

T think there is a great 
deal of emotion at the mo- 
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Argentine minister quits in arms scandal 


BUENOS AIRES, Argenti- 
na (R) — Argentine Presi- 
dent Carlos Menem faced 
his second embarrassing 
cabinet loss in a week when 
the defence minis ter quit 
Tuesday amid a scandal 
over secret arms sales to 
Ecuador and Croatia. 

Oscar Camilion’s resigna- 
tion came 1-1/2 years after 
the scandal first broke and 
several hours after a federal 
judge asked for the defence 
minister’s parliamentary 
immunity to be lifted to 
clear the way for him to be 
questioned. 

His departure, if Mr. Me- 
nem accepts it, would come 
just days after Justice Mi- 
nister Rodolfo Barra's res- 
ignation. Mr. Barra left the 
cabinet Last week when a 
magazine revealed he had 
belonged to a neo-Nazi 
group as a teenager. 

Mr. Menem will decide 
Mr. Camilion's fate after he 
returns this weekend from a 
trip to the United States. He 
is planning to attend the 
inaugural ceremony of the 
Olympic Games and is 
scheduled to meet U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 

“The president advised 
me that he received the res- 
ignation presented by the 
mini ster and will consider it 
upon returning from his 
trip," cabinet chief Jorge 


Rodriguez told reporters. 

Mr. Menem’s government 
says it knew nothing about 
8,000 ageing Argentine ri- 
fles and metric tonnes of 
ammunition that a state 
aims firm sold to Ecuador 
during its month-long bor- 
der clash with Peru early 
last year. 

As guarantor of a treaty 
between the two countries, 
Argentina was obliged to 
remain neutral in the jungle 
war. 

But the sale caused extra 
embarrassment because Pe- 
ru is one of Argentina’s 
closest allies in Latin Ame- 
rica. Peru was the only 
country to offer Argentina 
military support during its 
1982 Falklands War with 
Britain. 

The government insists 
the gun shipment was 
meant for Venezuela and 
was illegally diverted to 
Ecuador. It says much the 
same about weapons sent to 
Panama that turned up in 
Croatia, in violation of a 
U.N. embargo, while Ar- 
gentine troops were taking 
part in UN. peacekeeping 
activities there. 

Senior government offi- 
cials told Reuters late Tues- 
day Mr. Menem did not ask 
Mr. Camilion for his resig- 
nation. The minister, tired 
after taking the heat for die 


arms sales for more than a 
year, was ready to leave on 
his own, they said. 

“He is eager to go," a De- 
fence Ministry official said 
in an interview. 

Earlier Tuesday, Federal 
Judge Jorge Urso said he 
wanted to lift Mr. Cami- 
lion's immunity so he could 
be questioned. 

“All the elements we 
gathered in the case made 
us decide to take this mea- 
sure." Mr. Urso said. 

So far. the only officials 
indicted have been the for- 
mer head of the state wea- 
pons firm and two top aides. 

Mr. Barra said he laid 
down the justice portfolio 
last week to spare the gov- 
ernment trouble. 

Noticias magazine recent- 
ly reported his teenage 
membership of a youth 
wing of the neo-Nazi group 
Tacuara and printed a pho- 
tograph of students giving 
the fascist salute under a 
Swastika. It identified one 
of them as Mr. Barra. 

The magazine said he was 
press officer for the group, 
which carried out attacks in 
the 1960s that included the 
killin g of a Jewish lawyer. 

Mr. Barra said the ideolo- 
gy of the groups to which he 
belonged could have led 
youths to adopt “Nazi atti- 
tudes.” 


U.S. moves to lead battle 
against global warming 


GENEVA (R) — The United States, brush- 
ing aside objections from industry lobbies 
and oil producers, called Wednesday for 
strong action against global wanning by 
setting a world target within 18 months to 
slash carbon gas emissions. 

The call was made at a conference on cli- 
mate change — scene of a fierce battle over 
the issue between rival business groups as 
well as governments and environmentalists 
— by Under-Secretary of State for Global 
Affairs Timothy Wirth. 

“What we want is a binding target that is 
agreed internationally,” Mr. Wirth told re- 
porters just before addressing the United 
Nations gathering as it headed into a key 
final stretch attended by environment min- 
isters from 50 countries. 

The United States, he told the gathering 
of some 150 states who signed the 1992 
Climate Change Convention, wanted nego- 
tiations to focus “on an agreement that sets 
out a realistic, verifiable and binding medi- 
um-term emissions target” 

The speech, welcomed by some environ- 
mental groups but fiercely denounced by 
fossil fuel groups from the United States 
and Australia, marked the first time Wa- 
shington had sought a binding international 
accord to fight air pollution. 

Mr. With told reporters his country, the 
world’s largest producer of so-called 
"greenhouse gases.” was determined to 
exercise leadership to lead the international 
community away from the menace of pos- 
sible global disaster caused by warming. 


But he did not say what the target should 
be or the date by which Washington wanted 
it to be met. 

A UN. report issued at the end of last 
year by 2,500 scientists and experts, the In- 
tergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(EPCC). broke new ground in the debate by 
finding human activity was responsible for 
rising world temperatures. 

The report — whose conclusions have 
been hotly contested by industries relying 
on fossil fuels like oil and gas for their ener- 
gy sources — also said evidence suggested 
warming was responsible for mounting nat- 
ural disasters. 

Last week the World Health Organisation 
issued a back-up study warning of mount- 
ing health dangers as tropical diseases 
moved into hitherto temperate regions and 
of the inundation of small islands and 
coastal zones by melting ice-caps. 

Mr. Wirth — who argued that developed 
and developing countries should decide 
their own measures within the global emis- 
sion taiget — said the final accord should 
be approved at a new climate change meet- 
ing in Japan in December 1997. 

He said Washington wanted the Geneva 
gathering to issue a strong endorsement of 
the IPCC report — critics of which he dis- 
missed as “special interests bent on belit- 
tling, attacking and obfuscating climate 
change science”. 


Yeltsin names Lebed choice 
as new defence minister 


MOSCOW (Agencies.) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yel-tsin named General 
Igor Rodionov as defence 
minis ter Wednesday, the 
Kremlin Press Service said. 

New security supremo 
Alexander Lebed had 
strongly pressed for the ap- 
pointment of Gen. Rodio- 
nov, a 59-year-old career 
military man, calling him an 
honest and professional of- 
ficer. 

Gen. Rodionov replaces 
the hawkish Pavel Grachev 
whom Mr. Yeltsin sacked 
on June 18 to boost his pop- 
ularity in an election battle 
against a Communist candi- 
date. 

For some liberals, the 
white-haired Rodionov is a 
hawk too. He was comman- 
der of the Soviet Transcau- 
casus Military District in 
April 1989 when his troops 
attacked a peaceful pro-in- 


dependence demonstration 
in the Georgian capital Tbi- 
lisi with shovels, lulling se- 
veral people. 

Gen. Rodionov was re- 
moved after the incident but 
following an investigation 
appeared to have been ab- 
solved from blame. 

He goes to the Defence 
Ministry after a spell as 
chief of the General Staff 
Academy, a recognised 
stepping stone for Russia's 
officers to reach top ranks. 

Mr. Yeltsin apparently is- 
sued Wednesday's decree 
from a sanatorium near 
Moscow where he is recov- 
ering from a gruelling re- 
election campaign. 

On Tuesday the 65-year- 
old president made his first 
public appearance in weeks 
when he had a 45-minute 
meeting at the sanatorium 
with U.S. Vice-President A1 
Gore. The encounter bad 


been postponed from Mon- 
day, raising concern over 
his health. 

Reporters who saw him 
said Mr. Yeltsin looked pale 
and stiff, as he often does, at 
the start of the meeting. 

Gen. Rodionov was Mr. 
Yeltsin's second significant 
appointment this week. On 
Monday he sacked hardlin- 
er Nikolai Yegorov as chief 
of his personal staff and 
replaced him with liberal 
former privatisation supre- 
mo Anatoly Chubais. 

Meanwhile Mr. Gore pro- 
nounced Mr. Yeltsin in 
“good health” after the 45- 
minute talk Tuesday, seem- 
ing unfazed that he was 
kept waiting an extra day. 

"He looked very good to 
me." said Mr. Gore, the first 
Western leader to meet Mr. 
Yeltsin since the latest 
round of speculation about 
his health flared up. 


Their talk come a day 
after the 65-year-oid Yeltsin 
abruptly cancelled a mee- 
ting with Mr. Gore, further 
fueling rumours about his 
fragile condition. 

Mr. Yeltsin was alert and 
pacing the room while wait- 
ing for Mr. Gore at the gov- 
ernment health resort where 
he is ta king a two-week 
vacation. 

In his first appearance 
before the foreign media 
since last month. Mr. Yel- 
tsin greeted Mr. Gore with a 
big smile. He joked with his 
visitor and talked with ani- 
mation. 

“He seemed to be in good 
health, relaxed, smiling and 
seemed very actively en- 
gaged in the subjects we 
discussed during our con- 
versation," Mr. Gore told 
reporters hours before he 
boarded a plane home to 
Washington. 


China 
hotel blaze 
death toll 
reaches 29 

SHENZHEN, China (R) 
— Scores of hotel guests 
slid down knotted bed- 
sheets to flee a hotel 
blaze that burned 29 peo- 
ple to death and injured 
13 in China’s southern 
boom town of Shenzhen 
early Wednes-day. 

Reports by local state 
media said 18 men and 1 1 
women were killed in the 
conflagration in the nine- 
storey block. Local repor- 
ters said the vic tims were 
live-in restaurant 

employees. 

A reporter for Hong 
Kong's New Evening 
Post said over 100 people 
were hurt in the commo- 
tion of people fleeing the 
flames. 

The blaze flared up qt 
2.00 a.m. (1800 GMT) in 
the Fei Fei hot-pot restau- 
rant on the second floor 
of the Duan Xi Hotel 
building in Shenzhen, a 
town adjacent to the 
British colony of Hong 
Kong. 

Firefighters' took over 
an hour to get to the spot, 
near the central train sta- 
tion, even though a police 
station just down the road 
was quickly alerted about 
the fire, hotel staff said. 

More than 100 fire- 
fighters battled the blaze, 
local television said. 

There were 198 guests 
staying in the rooms on 
the seven-floor hotel 
above the restaurant. 

The restaurant was 
closed when the fire 
broke out, and all the 
casualties were staff liv- 
ing on the second floor, 
the New Eve-ning Post 
said. It said preliminary 
reports blamed the fire on 
an electrical shon-circuit 
“When the fire started, 
many people on the sec- 
ond floor or higher floors 
rushed to the ninth floor 
to wait to be rescued," a 
hotel worker said. 

Reporters who visited 
the scene afterwards saw 
knotted sheets hanging 
from windows which had 
been used for escape. 

The floors above the 
restaurant appeared gut- 
ted, windows were bro- 
ken, and the outside of 
the building was charred. 

Some of the hotel room 
windows were barred, so 
fleeing guests would 
have needed to find alter- 
native escape routes. 

The restaurant spe- 
cialised in Chinese hot- 
pots, a stew heated by gas 
burners on the dining 
table. 

Large crowds of curi- 
ous onlookers gathered 
after daybreak. The block 
was cordoned off and 
placed under police 
guard. 

A probe was launched 
into the cause of the 
tragedy, the laiest in a 
String of recent disasters 
including fires, factory 
accidents and building 
collapses in the Shenzhen 
area. 


U.S. military lands in hot 
water again in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — The United 
States military was again in 
hot water in Japan 
Wednesday when a sailor 
was questioned about a 
slashing attack on a woman 
and a furore broke out over 
a helicopter’s emergency 
landing in a schoolyard. 

The new incidents come 
at a sensitive time for U.S. 
military forces in Japan, just 
six weeks before a referen- 
dum on whether their main 
bases in the southern Japan 
island of Okinawa should 
be shut 

Both incidents also went 
to the heart of the main 
opposition to U.S. forces in 
Japan — crime and the pos- 
sibility of a military air 
crash in a civilian area. 

In the slashing attack, 
police questioned a sailor 
from the guided missile 
frigate USS McClusky after 
an attack on a woman 
whose handbag was stolen 
in the port of Sasebo, near 
Nagasaki. 

“A U.S. serviceman is 
being questioned over this 
case.” a Sasebo police 
spokesman told Reuters. 

A U.S. Navy spokesman 
said the man was a 20-year- 
old crew member of the 
McClusky. 

‘T can only say investiga- 
tions are still going on,” he 


said. 

Police said Kaori 
Tanigawa, 20, was slashed 
in the throat from behind 
and had her handbag stolen 
while walking in a city park 
early Wednesday morning. 

Ms. Tanigawa, who was 
in satisfactory condition in 
hospital, was unable to 
speak but wrote on a piece 
of paper for police that the 
attacker was "a foreigner." 

The police spokesman 
said the U.S. military had 
been very cooperative. 

“We’ve always had good 
relations down in Sasebo," 
he said. 

Crimes involving U.S. 
servicemen in Japan have 
recently led to growing 
opposition to U.S. military 
bases in Japan. 

In the most high-profile 
recent case, three U.S. ser- 
vicemen were jailed earlier 
this year for raping a 
schoolgirl qn .Okinawa. 

That crime has already led 
to consolidation of U.S. 
bases on the island, where 
more than half the 47,000 
U.S. servicemen in Japan 
are located. 

In the helicopter incident, 
officials in the central 
Japanese city of Shimoya- 
ma were outraged, not by 
the helicopter using the 
schoolyard, but by a U.S. 


Navy statement which said 
the emergency landing gave 
residents a chance to see a 
modern helicopter. 

The four-man helicopter 
was forced to land in the 
grounds of an elementary 
school Tuesday with engine 
trouble at a time when the 
yard was empty as the chil- 
dren were all at lunch. 

“Local neighbours were 
curious about the aircraft 
and had an opportunity to 
see the state-of-the-art Sea- 
hawk helicopter up close," a 
navy statement on the inci- 
dent said. 

Shimoyama Deputy Ma- 
yor Takahisa Ando said the 
statement was thoughtless 
and suggested residents 
welcomed emergency land- 
ings. 

“The emergency landing 
was simply regrettable," 
Mr. Ando said 

“If children had been in 
the ground there would 
have been a disaster.” a 
teacher at the school told 
Kyodo News Service. 

Asked if the navy intend- 
ed to apologise or retract 
the statement, a spokesman 
told Reuters: “1 don’t know. 
But it was a fact people 
were curious and looking at 
the helicopter.” 
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Monetary policy 
on the mark 

MANY INVESTORS, industrialists, business- 
men and even the public at large believe the 
Central Bank’s present monetary policy hinders 
economic growth and depresses trading and 
prices at the Amman Financial Market. 

The criticism is centred on the high level of 
interest rates that has been indirectly pushed up 
by the Central Bank through its issuance of high- 
yield certificates of deposit (CDs). 

This perception is undoubtedly correct and can- 
not be a contentious issue except when looked at 
from a national economic security perspective. 

The high interest rates are most needed now to 
support the dinar and encourage the public to 
shift their foreign currency holdings into 
Jordanian dinars. Under this monetary policy, the 
benefits to the national economy include discour- 
aging capital flight and opening the door wider 
for the repatriation of funds, limiting credit 
expansion by banks and financial institutions, 
curbing consumption in order to lower imports 
and containing, more or less, the inflation from 
toe money supply point of view. 

The most important result of this policy is 
increasing the country’s foreign reserves as well 
as protecting the value of the dinar. 

Bnt as cash and funds become dearer and more 
difficult to obtain, it is inevitable for industrialists 
and businessmen to see their costs rising and 
affecting their sales and profitability. Even invest- 
ments will be affected by high interest rates as 
local investors would find it more rewarding to 
deposit their money at banks rather than starting 
productive projects. Foreign investors could also 
be discouraged from coming to the Kingdom. 

Despite these negative aspects it is of paramount 
importance to give priority to toe strength, stabil- 
ity and sound value of toe dinar because without 
this solid base for our national currency, the 
whole economic structure of the country will be 
fragile. 

’As such, the performance of the stock exchange 
carries a marginal weight when toe issue at stake 
is toe reform of toe economy and its sound finan- 
cial standing. Similarly, complaints by industrial- 
ists and businessmen of higher costs, as a result of 
high interest rates, are unjustified because 
traders and manufacturers should rely first on 
their own financial resources before seeking fluids 
from banks and claiming that their costs are ris- 
ing. 

If those high rates are required and necessary 
to maintain our economic and financial reform on 
track, nobody should complain, or feel cornered, 
least of all toe government 

After all, whether to lower or raise interest 
rates is an economic, not a political decision. Since 
it is almost impossible to predict with any degree 
of accuracy toe economic factors that affect the 
monetary policy of any country, the politicians 
should refrain from giving political promises 
because keeping those pledges ultimately 
depends on factors beyond the reach, of govern- 
ments. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON the government’s decision to lift 
the subsidy on bread and offer compensation to the 
Jordanians to offset the difference in price. A! Ra’i 
daily said that the move was in the right direction since 
the Jordanians will not feel the difference and that only 
them will benefit from the new arrangements. Others, 
like guest workers and tourists, are not entitled to any 
subsidy and the government's measure is bound to 
ensure that these sectors will not continue to benefit 
from the subsidy, said the paper. Indeed, it said, the 
move was necessary to save the treasury funds which 
used to benefit non-Jordanians and which are essential 
to help finance the country’s development projects 
which benefit the Jordanians. Jordan is a country with 
meagre resources and the subsidies across the board 
have been partly responsible for the recurring deficits 
in the country's fiscal budgets, said the paper. What 
Jordan needs is an austerity programme which will help 
Jordanians become self-sufficient and self-reliant and 
enable the country to implement its agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to reform the 
national economy, according to the paper. It sdSd that by 
keeping the house in order. Jordan can secure continued 
financial and economic assistance from donor nations 
and international organisations. 

A WRITER for A1 Dustour praised the efforts under 
way by the Jordan Engineers Association (JEA) to train 
new members of the association and protea their inter- 
ests by trying to find them employment Over the past 
years the JEA had directed its attention to political mat- 
ters and neglected questions pertaining to the engineer- 
ing profession, said Mohammad Daoud. The writer said 
that had the JEA given due attention to the profession 
and to the engineers’ demands and requests, the major- 
ity of those unemployed among them would have not 
faced difficulties in finding jobs, and many of the engi- 
neers’ grievances and complaints would not have sur- 
faced. By joining a syndicate or professional associa- 
tion. members can hope to benefit from its umbrella, 
protecting them from arbitraiy dismissal from work or 
otter unjust acts they might face in work, added the 
writer. He said this does not mean that engineers cannot 
exercise political rights, but this can only be done by 
joining political parties which abound in Jordan these 
days. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Our alumni and our alma mater 
— the need to bridge the gap 


AT THE end of every academic year, since 1966 when the 
University of Jordan graduated its first class, our universi- 
ties provide society with a substantial number of young 
men and women in the various fields of specialisation. 
Though graduation is essentially a time of celebration and 
rejoice (the end of an exciting period, for both the individ- 
ual student and the institution), it is also (or should be) a 
time for soul search and assessment. 

Several questions come to mind as our students, who are 
no longer students, march composedly but excitedly in 
their neat robes to receive their certificate: the quality of 
our graduates, the needs of society which such grad u ates 
will (or will not) meet, the role they will (or will not) be 
able to play, and the difference they will (or will not) even- 
tually make, etc. 

One thought, a sad thought, that comes to mind as one 
watches the various classes being called by name is the 
future linkage — or lack of it rather — between the grad- 
uating students and the mother university and the potential 
bearing of such linkage on both the concerned individual 
and the institution itself. I say “lack” and “potential” 
because there is, as yet no serious linkage between our 
graduates, who have become alumni now, and our univer- 
sities. I have heard that some departments and faculties on 
our Jordanian campuses have been inviting some of their 
former graduates to partake in some campus activities. 
While this is certainly a step in the right direction, there is 
still a long way to go and much is still needed to create a 
meaningful relationship between our alumni and our uni- 
versities. 

It is a well-known fact that most universities abroad keep 
in close contact with their former students. They automat- 
ically put their names on mailing lists of all sorts of litera- 
ture, they welcome and encourage their active participa- 
tion in various university committees, they facilitate their 
stay when they come back to visit, and so on. From my 
U.S. Alma Mater, for example, 1 receive a quarterly maga- 
zine called “Arts and Sciences.” which keeps me up-to- 


date oh the latest news in the College of Arts and Sciences, 
on the latest publications by faculty members, and on their 
rewards, awards and activities. The quarterly also contains 
excellent comments and essays about a variety of subjects, 
both specific and general. 

I also receive a similar magazine which covers news and 
events at the university level; several periodic publications 
about major events, happenings, conferences and intellec- 
tual meetings and get-togethers both in the U.S. and 
abroad; and a ballot whenever the time comes to elect new 
trustees. In addition, the university also arranges annual 
reunions on campus for graduates of certain years. I revis- 
ited the campus twice as a visiting scholar and I enjoyed 
full benefits: part of an office, library services, campus 
accommodations, sports facilities, etc. 

By contrast, I graduated from my Jordanian Alma Mater 
almost a couple of decades ago, and until now I have 
received nothing and participated in nothing (as an alum- 
nus, that is). I do not mean to be critical here, but to point 
to an obvious gap which we need to fill. I do not think that 
our Jordanian universities are against keeping in touch 
with the alumni, and I am sure that they are responsive and 
helpful to any alumnus who seeks help or assistance from 
them. For some reason, however, they have not taken yet 
(to my knowledge) a serious step in the direction of bridg- 
ing the gap between themselves and their former students. 
Some may argue that our Jordanian universities are still 
too young to develop strong traditions such as the one we 
are talking about, that our financial means do not permit us 
to take such a step, that we lack the expertise and the man- 
power to handle such a task, etc. All of this is true to some 
extent 

Nevertheless, I believe that the time has come for us to 
build this tradition. The University of Jordan in particular 
is embarking now, diligently and with great determination, 
on a package of bold and timely structural and other fun- 
damental changes, in an attempt to bring itself closer to 
meeting the challenges of the times. This is certainly wel- 


come news, and it is time we too started thinking about our 
alumni seriously. 

Let the beginning be humble. Let’s, initially, ge t in to uch 
with the alumni through forwarding to them a quarterly or 
a yearly newsletter to keep them informed about what is 
happening on campus. As a second step, we can think 
about inviting every year or two certain classes of gradu- 
ates (say die classes of 1966, ‘67, ‘68, ‘69, *70, etc.) for a 
day or two (Mi campus and plan for them a series of events 
— get-togethers, meetings, seminars, receptions, etc. At a 
later stage, and when the tradition gains enough populari- 
ty and momentum, we can think of other more creative 
ideas. 

The benefits to be gained are tremendous. Such a step is 
good to the graduates and good to the university; it enables 
both to meet half-way and think jointly about ideas, 
schemes and projects of mutual benefit Through such a 
step, the university will be fulfilling an obligation to its 
own sons and daughters, enabling them to meet again, get 
reacquainted, pick up or resume more lasting and more 
fruitful alliances, and relive a past which most of them 
cherish. The alumni, in turn, will be given the chance to 
get involved in the various university plans and projects 
and contribute money and effort The most generous dona- 
tions which universities abroad receive come from their 
alumni. Presently, funds are badly needed in our part of the 
world, and the alu mni can be a valuable asset in this 
regard. 

In my opinion, graduation should not be an end to the 
relationship between the students and the mother universi- 
ty, as the case is at present, but rather a continuation and a 
beginning of a very fruitful linkage. It is sad to see our stu- 
dents graduate to separate and disengage. It would truly be 
heartening to know, at the graduation ceremony, that the 
bridges which have been built over the four years between 
our students and our mother universities will be kept wide 
open. 


By William Pfaff 

PARIS — There are two 
possible rationales for a 
large and permanent 
American military presence 
in Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf states. The first is to 
protect American access to 
the oil of the region. The 
second is to protect the pro- 
prietors of that oil, the rul- 
ing royalty of Saudi Arabia 
and die smaller Arabian 
principalities. 

Neither rationale with- 
stands ex aminati on. 

Access to the oil does not 
have to be defended, since 
oil has no value to its own- 
ers until it is sold, it has to 
be sold, or left in the 
ground, no matter who con- 
trols it. Withholding it, as 
the anti-Western OPEC 
boycott in the 1970s con- 
clusively demonstrated, 
penalises the seller. The 
buyer goes elsewhere. 

A policy of defending 
Arab • governments and 
leaders friendly to the West 
is nonetheless justified, if it 
can work. Military defence 
works only against military 
threats. At present, the 
threat in these countries 
comes from inside their 
own societies, not from the 
outside. 

If an external threat were 
again to develop, the United 
States would not need per- 
manent bases in Saudi 
Arabia to respond. It has at 
considerable expense to the 
taxpayer provided itself 
with an alternative, a huge 
military projection force to 
assist allies of clients at 
risk. 

The U.S. Navy can com- 
mit five carrier battle 
groups and the same num- 
ber of Marine 
Expeditionary Brigades to 
any major conflict and be 
there within days if not 
hours. One of its missions is . 
to do this for two such wars 
at the same time. 

The U.S. Army would be 
slower onto the sceoe, but is 
capable of bringing deci- 
sive ground force to bear 
against any nation in the 
Middle East as it demon- 
strated in the Gulf war. 

The aircraft at the 
Dhahran base, where the 
recent attack occurred, were 
surveying Iraq in connec- 
tion with United Nations 
sanctions on that country. 
This, too, i$ a function that 
can be performed from car- 
riers. The U.S. Air Force 
itself is developing a radi- 
cally new range of global 
surveillance and interven- 
tion systems that require no 
foreign bases at all. 

The threat to the Saudi 


America does not need big, 
permanent presence in the Gulf 


royal family, as to certain 
other traditional leaders, 
comes from within and is to 
a significant degree gener- 
ated or exacerbated by the 
presence of “infidel” for- 
eigners in a kingdom which 
is the site and protector of 
the Islamic holy [daces. 

An American policy 
which undermines the polit- 
ical position of its cuents, 
worsening the problem it is 
meaDt to solve, makes 
absolutely no sense. 

I can imagine only two 
reasons why it was adopted, 
and why it is persisted in. 

The first is the inveterate 
impulse of bureaucracies, in 
this case the American mil- 
itary bureaucracy, to 
expand. The second is that 
the Pentagon is a more 
powerful Washington polit- 
ical player than the State 
Department or the CIA. 

The Gulf war put the 
American military into the 
Gulf region in a big way, giv- 
ing them a war to fight and 
what undoubtedly seemed to 
the Pentagon a new strategic 
responsibility in defence of the 
region’s monarchies. The 
Pentagon’s natural institutional 
reaction was to acquire air 
bases, deploy forces and great- • 
ly enlarge the American con- 
nection with the host govern- 
ment and its military and 
police forces. 

There was a choice of politi- 
cal rationales. Certain 
Washington analysts envisage 
creation of a new American 
'•empire” in the region, which 
would more or less annex the 
oil and its proprietors. Others 
have a vision of an eventual 
struggle "of civilisations” 
between Arabs and the West. 
In that case, building up forces 
in the region is prudent prepa- 
ration. 

Israel is an important influ- 
ence in Washington and wants 
permanent U.S. military com- 
mitment and U.S. bases in the 
Arabian region, particularly if 
the Arab-lsraeli “peace 
process” is about to end. If 
relations between Arabs and 
Americans also worsen, that 
will force the United States 
closer to Israel Israel's securi- 
ty is enhanced whatever hap- 
pens. 

If the president, his secretary 
of state and his national securi- 
ty adviser have no particular 
intellectual grasp of the prob- 
lem on their.own, and if the 
State Department and the CIA 
do not put up a serious fight 
against expanding the U.S. 
presence in Arabia, then the 
Pentagon, which has the 
momentum and clout prevails. 

The nature of bureaucracies 
is to expand, aggrandise their 
responsibilities and power, and 
bury their mistakes — or mm 


them into arguments for 
enlarged commitment. This is 
how the Dhahran attack 
already is being presented to 


poblic and Congress: America 
can't back down. Mr. Clinton 
has already said that it would 
be “a mistake” to change poli- 


cy now. 

Washington is only capable 
of changing, it seems, after a 
policy has completely failed. 


and die country. 


International Herald Tribune 


LETTERS 


Constructive criticism 


To the Editor: 

MY ATTENTION was caugbt by a passing reference to 
the inefficiency and incompetence of Royal Jordanian 
in an article by Dr. Fabed Fank about the intention to 
abolish the Ministry of Information “Ministry of 
Information — improve not remove” (Jordan Times, 
June 23, 1996). 

1 would like to say that recently I travelled to Jordan 
and back by Royal Jordanian — largely because the 
flight cost less than on British Airway, much less. I 
found out why: the flight took much longer. 

I only believe that if more people supported Royal 
Jordanian, they would have more muscle to compete 
with the other airlines for a more direct, foster route. 
True, there was one minor hitch on the way out, which 
I was told by a fellow passenger “is always happening” 

— the distribution of die non-smoking seats was mud- 
dled; but at least the places of all the non-smokers were 
changed. 

On my return journey my seat was upgraded to busi- 
ness class; I am not sure why. but I suspect it ‘was 
because I met someone who worked for Royal 
Jordanian quite by chance. 

But best of all, my wheelchair, which was broken 
from a foil off those extremely high pavements in 
Amman, left Jordan broken but arrived in London neat- 
ly mended. 

Shortly after my return I read that Crown Prince 
Hassan bad chaired a meeting to launch the initiative to 
encourage disabled tourists to come to Amman. The 
worst thing I found in Amman were the high pavemeots 

— even the all to infrequent ramps were high. There is 
also a real dearth of good, legible, manageable street 
maps, not helped by the fact that the names that people 
use do not always correspond to the names on the maps! 

To go back to the original article, there was a reply the 
next day by Amy Henderson, which mentioned censor- 
ship of the press. 1 agree, it is very important that there 
should, not be censorship of the press, which makes a 
much healthier society. 

Margaret Stone, 
London Ell QJ, 
e-mail: sheko@dircon. co. ok. 


In the shade of 

palm trees 


To the Editor 

YOU HAVE to have lived by the sea to know what it 
means. You have to know enough about luxury tourist 
developments like Pation’s Las Hadas, sugar pink cot- 
tages in the Bahamas and the Agha Khan’s Sardinia 
resort to know what kind of money they attract 
The economy can benefit from the drive to build 
tourist facilities in Jordan. There is an amazing wealth 
of historical, cultural and natural offerings for the 
jaded traveller. However, in our headlong rush towards 
the time bomb of development perhaps the time has 
come -r- now that Petra and Wadi Rum are classed as 
prime development areas — to define our target trav- 
eller. Do we need busloads of cut price tourists or 
should we cater to the more affluent, and therefore 


more disc riminatin g, traveller? Do we want tourists to 
come in on day trips and perhaps uproot a few black 
irises to take home, or do we want to seduce people into 
staying some more and enjoying tbe Jordanian sejour? 
Do we want to train enough young Jor danians in tire 
skills required to cater to tourists or do we import half 
of South East Asia to man countless hotel rooms for the 
“see Jordan’s part of the Hedy Land in one day or less” 
crowd? 

Most important — are we destroying what is unique 
to Jordan... the majestic and timeless beauty of Wadi 
Rum, the awesome edifices of Petra — silent testimo- 
ny to the might of civilisations long-gone? And tbe 
Hafoyix/MRkUe Beach area of Aqaba? 

Sberif Hussein’s home was made out of tbe customs 
house bordering the shore of the bay of Aqaba, and that 
was tbe reemergence of a dynasty we are proud of. 
Lawrence first reached die shores of Aqaba through 
those palm trees. 

Botanists, biologists, conservationists and investors 
know the value of that 1.5 kilometres of palm gardens 
cultivated and irrigated by methods that time has tested 
from early Yemen and Basra on Shatt A1 Arab till today 
in Aqaba. 

People who sit under those palms, at tables set up 
along the shore where they can have their meal with 
their feet in wet sand and watch the reflections of the 
lights of those beautiful ships across tbe bay, late into 
the night, can feel the irreplaceable value of that 1.5 
kilometres of date palm grove. 

The survival of that unique band of historical palm 
trees and gardens — around Sberif Hussein’s house and 
the castle and -the Aya excavations — can be put to 
some people’s business instincts: 

Would we like to keep those centuries old p alm trees 
and their underground reservoirs of water as the most 
beautiful and exclusive of tourist traps and capitalise on 
the particular nature of those assets to attract hard cur- 
rency in our only access to the sea or shall we wrap it 
up with concrete and high rises with badly maintained 
cracks in the mercilessly sunbaked tracts of piers and 
neon-lit walkways? 

It is understood that, as our only port, Aqaba must 
serve as a transport and communications centre and an 
inlet to badly needed industrial projects; however, it is 
_ also understood — in this age of increasing public sec- 
tor accountability to the public — that we will regret 
the dream of Aqaba that is contained intact 
That complete small jewel of emerald green eco-sys- 
tem that took centuries to happen ran be erased into 
“Thirid World development” in its worst possible sense 
by any bulldozer in seconds. No amount of money can 
recreate that small oasis that time preserved amidst so 
much heat and dust 

If years from now some sharp entrepreneur gets 
money to create an Aqaba Zaman. it will be another 
equivalent to plaster replicas of Petra and Jerash; it will 
never be the same, only a plastic imitation. 

. Somehow, transplanting those particular date pal ms 
into the Yacht Gub and elite bousing projects just does- 
n t compensate us for losing that small stretch of time. 

DialaAJ Jabri, 
Amman. 
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Hold on tight 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


SOME OF the sophisticated, demanding users of person- 
al computers who have recently taken the bold step to 
migrate (PC jargon for “to move”) from the previous ver- 
sion of Windows 3.1 to the newer Windows 95 (Win95) 
are now complaining that the latter doesn’t fulfill their 
expectations. 

Claiming that Win95 is not easy to install or that it is not 
as friendly as it is advertised by Microsoft they draw a 
long list of weaknesses and flaws. The truth is that Win95 
does have some idiosyncrasies and weaknesses. However, 
a pragmatic approach would consist of drawing the usual 
two columns, one for the pros and another for the cons. 
Unless one isn’t qualified to emit a fair judgement or is 
being bribed by some of Microsoft’s competitors, the pros 
column will contain thousands of goodies in the end, 
while the cons column will have very few items. 

Not only Wm95 is a superb piece of software technolo- 
gy but it is also obviously superior to Windows 3.1. The 
point however, is not in the technical comparison. 

If we go back to the early versions of Windows, even 
before Windows 3.1, back in the mid-eighties and remem- 
ber how it was “way back then,” we can only wonder how 
did users put up with all the difficulties and problems of 
these programmes. Indeed, if Win 95 still has a couple of 
minor weaknesses that need to be fixed, what we bad in 
1986 for example was hardly an embryo-programme. I 
cannot count bow many times it used to crash (stop from 
working) or do crazy things without a warning or a mes- 
sage of explanation. The feeling of frustration and anger 
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was daily routine. 

And yet, in spite of all the headaches, everybody kept 
using Windows whatever the version and however “weak” 
it was. There has always been a good dose of appeal in the 
system that made users want to stick to it Those patient 
enough — the vast majority — have been rewarded by 
Win95. This category is also able to appreciate the 
improvements and the increased reliability that have been 
introduced through die years. Others — a small minority 
— have given up on Windows altogether and migrated 
from one platform to another. In English, this means that 
they have abandoned the PC-compatible computer system 
and opted for the very predictable but not necessarily 
superior Apple Macintosh instead. 

Still, those current users of Win95 who make petty com- 
plaints about it should remember the first Windows they 
were using in the eighties. The mere thought of it may 
brighten their day. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


BELIEFS & SUPERSTITIONS 


(5) Spot the stranger; Moa, pterodactyl, great auk, dodo 


COW — If we want to keep the cow giving milk con- 
stantly under the ceiling of a new buyer, we have to pull 
out a tuft from the hair of its tail before purchasing it. 

If we want to buy a cow, we have to take the rope which 
was used in dragging it to market. If we hit a cow with a 
branch, its milk will dry up within seven days. If we want 
to get rid of the flatulence of a diseased cow's udder, we 
should say, while passing our hand on its spine starting 
from head to tail, the following words: O beast that never 
requested death, may God keep you alive.” 


• * * * 


PUZZLES 

(A) NAME THE COUNTOES: 

Do you know four countries are named below? 


PARSLEY — If we want parsley to yield abundantly, we 
have to let a boy sow its seeds. 


HERfiANE — If we want to catch hares without using a 
gun, we have to stuff the plant inside the hare’s skin and 
place it in a field visited by these rodents. If the hares are 
seen hurrying to that place, we have nothing to do but pick 
them from their ears and put them in a bag because the 
smell of herbane makes them motionless. 


* * * * 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


** Opportunity makes die thief. 

A1 maalus-sayeb yu’aliemul haram. 


** Spend and God will send. 

Issrif mafil-jaib, ya’teeka mafil-ghaib. 
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* * * 


** Faults are thick when love is thin. 

Habeebok yamdogh lakaz-zalat, wa’adowok yata- 

manna lakal-ghalai. 


A one-eyed man should not laugh at a hunchback. 


oul You have to fill the blanks. 

I. Noah's Ark was made of wood, Joan of Arc was 


La to’ayrni wa’o ‘ayrok, al-hura tayelni wa-taylok. 
** Practise makes perfect 

At’tikrar yu’aliemul himar. 


** Talk of the devil and he is sure to appear. 

Iftakamal ott jana’y’nott. 


him jokes 
3. Those 
because — 


** This for that but the aggressor is most to blame. 
Al-khair bil-khair, wa&ft’sbarr bish’sharr, wal’badi 

athlam. 


JOKES 

* “You say your wife i$ ill? Excuse me, sir. I’m a vet and 
1 can’t offer you any kind of help.” 

“I’m extremely fortunate. My wife is 


so powerful that 

the medicine given to a horse is the most desired.” 


* SALESMAN: "You'll have 12 days to test this sewing 
machine after which you can return it if it doesn’t appeal 
to you.'' 


WOMAN: “But this period is not adequate enough for 
me to finish all the sewing I have to do." 


sewing 


* * * * 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


(1) What kind of an artist is a screever? 

(2) What was the Jelly Roger? 


(3) “Raffle - riffle - ruffle” 

Give the meaning of each of the following explanations 
using one of the above words: 


a- a slight disturbance 

b- shallows or rapids across the bed of a river causing 
rough water 

c- a sale of an article by means of a lottery. 


(4) Why is the secretary bird so named? 


PEN PALS 


Dear Sirs, 


I WRITE to you this letter on behalf of East European 
Pen Pals (EEPP) and would like to ask you to publish 
it in the Jordan Times. 

Eastern European Pen Pals is an organisation to help 
promote friendship worldwide through correspon- 
dence. It is one of the first penfriend organisations in 
Eastern Europe. EEPP's objective is to open up for all 
people — rich and poor, black and white, Christian, 
Muslims or Buddhists — a way to establish sincere 
friendships. Our organisation offers an opportunity to 
everyone who seeks new friends to become its member 
without any restrictions on age. sex, nationality, race or 
religion. EEPP is also a good opportunity to practice 
foreign languages and learn about foreign cultures. 
Members of EEPP are thousands of people from more 
than 140 countries worldwide, people from all social 
groups and with great variety of interests. EEPP is also 
a good opportunity to practice foreign languages and 
learn about foreign cultures. * 

In order to give an opportunity for everyone t o be a 
member of our organisation, the membership in EEPP 
is free. Everyone who is interested to join us and find 
a lot of new friends from Bulgaria and all over the 
world should send us his/her name, address, phone, 
date of birth, sex, nationality, marital status, religion, 
occupation, hobbies and interests, languages for corre- 
spondence. motto, maxim or favourite proverb. All let- 
ters may be written in English, French, Spanish, 
German, Russian, Portuguese, Italian or Dutch and 
should be addressed to : EEPP. P.O. Box: 111, Varna 
9003, Bulgaria. 

By publishing our letter in your newspaper you will 
give a chance to a lot of people from your country to 
learn about the opportunity which EEPP offers and will 
help us in our efforts to make a better world by increas- 
ing and developing mutual understanding, friendship 
and goodwill. 


Emile Manau 


President of EEPP 


Reach out 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


HOW WONDERFUL it can be if we could all get-togeth- 
er every now and then. All of us from different pans of the 
world getting together to find oul what it is that we can 
learn from one another, and, something far more impor- 
tant, about one another. 

This is the situation over here in Madrid at this very 
moment. What we have are groups of people, mostly 
young people, from over 80 countries coming together for 
a month to study the Spanish language in Spain. Now, hav- 
ing been given such a situation, it is of the utmost impor- 
tance to be able to mingle with as many people as possi- 
ble. 

Undeniably, some people are either unable to do such a 
thing , or, far more simply, unwilling to take part in the 
experiment There are of course, sometimes, social and 
cultural factors which prohibit or undermine the whole 
aim of going overseas, but, again sometimes, these can 
and have to be by-passed, or even completely overlooked. 
One can play the role of the special envoy of one’s coun- 
try without endangering one's innermost feelings and 
beliefs which are after all what really matters. This is only 
one part of the story. The other part, and somehow a far 
lesser one, has to do with a conviction among some peo- 
ple over here that the agencies which sponsor students 
from developing countries do so out of a feeling of guilt 
rather than of helping promote cultural exchange. This is 
of course not the case over here, but there are some aspects 
that are worth mentioning in the hope that they will not be 
repeated in the future. 

The gravest of these has to do with treating all the stu- 
dents from the developing world as a lump sum and plac- 




ing them together in one single hall of residence suitably 
named ’Africa’. On the other band, students from Europe 
and the rest of the developed world were placed in clusters 
in separate halls. The downside of this process is that all 
the students from the Arab World were placed together 
thus eliminating any chances there had been of attempting 
to improve the Spanish language at a time when nearly 
everyone fittingly s withes to the ‘Arabic’ mode. 

There are of course logistical merits to cramping stu- 
dents from the developing world together, but we have to 
ask that such arrangements be abandoned in the future, 
and in any such language summer camps. 

On the brighter side, and it is by far quite a sizeable part, 
a note about cities has to be mentioned here. There are cer- 
tain cities in this world which are inviting, and Madrid is 
one of those. Here, you feel that you are a part of some- 
thing far bigger than you, a flow, a culture, that carries you 
amongst its folds. For even in the most uninviting of 
places, you are somehow at ease. This is because it was 
your decision to go out and explore. Otherwise, you could 
sit in a room and await the passing of time. 


i __ - — - 

JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 

0. 

Thursday, July 18, 1996 

10:20 

Olympic Games 



1:40 

Varieties 



2:25 

Olympic Games 

3:00 

Double Dragon (Cartoon) 



3:30 

The Pirates 


Sunday, July 21, 1996 

4:10 

Olympica 



5:00 

News . FI ash 



5:01 

French Programme — Les Polluarods 

3:05 

The Mask 

5:30 

Varieties — Le Monde Est A Vous 

3:23 

Bush School 

7:00 

Le Journal 

3:35 

Mac & Mutley 


3:55 

Olympic Games 

7:15 

Magazine — Ushuaia 

7:00 

News In French 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:15 

Olympic Games 

7:35 

Here’s Lucy 

10:00 

News In English 

8:00 

Taratata — Lenny Kravitz 

10:20 

Olympic Games 

9:10 

Star Trek 

01:55 

Varieties 

02:25 

Olympic Games 

10:00 

News In English 

06:35 

Closing 

10:25 

Feature Film — Duel Of Hearts 




Starring: Alison Doody & Richard 
Johnson 
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r. 

Friday, July 19, 1996 

3:05 

Richie Rich 

Et 


3:30 

Bonkers 

3:00 

Dumb & Dumber 

3:55 

Olympic Games 

3:30 

Bush School 

7:00 

News In French 

il 

3:40 

Gillette World Sport 

7:15 

Olympic Games 

u 

10:00 

News In English 

4:10 

Olympica 

10:20 

Olympic Games 

5:00 

News Flash 

02:15 

Varieties 

5:01 

French Programme — Les Polluardos 

02:25 

Olympic Games 

5:30 

Rim — Pasteur, Cinq Annees De Rage 

06:10 

Closing 

7:00 

Le Journal 



7:15 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 


Tuesday, July 23, 1996 

7:30 

News Headlines 



7:35 

Growing Pains 

2:45 

Opening 

8:00 

Nasty Boys 

2:50 

Olympic Games 


7:00 

News In French 

8:45 

Secret Weapons 

7:15 

Olympic Games 

9:10 

The Wanderer 

8:00 

Varieties i 

10:00 

News In English 

8:22 

Olympic Games 

10:25 

Classic Movie — Dinner At Eight 

10:00 

News In English 


Starring: La wren Bacall & Marsha 

10:20 

Olympic Games 


Mason 

02:05 

Varieties 



02:25 

Olympic Games 



06:10 

Closing 
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3:00 

Moorain 



3:30 

Pumpkin Patch 

2:45 

Opening 

3:45 

Big Brother Jake 

2:50 

Olympic Games 

4:10 

Olympic Games 

7:00 

News In French 

7:00 

7:20 

Olympic Games 

News In French 

10:00 

News In English 

7:15 

Magazine 
— Faut Pas Rever 

10:20 

Olympic Gaines 
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Varieties ^ 

7:25 

Olympic Games 
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Olympic Games 
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News In English 
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Closing 
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the art-form 


By Mahmoud I. Mufti 

IT IS USUALLY assumed 
that art is for viewing — 
with meaningful contem- 
plation, granted — but 
nevertheless for viewing. 
Some artists and exhibits 
even allow you to touch the 
arL With the performing; 
arts, you hear the artist's 
creativity and, if the event 
is a live or recorded one, 
employing some form of 
retrievable audio-visual 
medium, you can see it as 
well as hear it. 

It is therefore not the 
most obvious notion that 
art — at least traditional art 
— can be entered or 
smelled. However, the 
work of artist Araz Taleb 
enables the viewer to do 
just thaL All but one of the 
five thus-discovered hu- 
man senses are stimulated: 
Sight, touch, hearing, and 
smell. Only the taste buds 
are left uncatered to. And 
no, we’re not talking about 
hollograms or the ‘hol- 
lodeck room' aboard the 
‘Starship Enterprise'. We 
are, however, talking of a 
small (barely 2.5m x 3.5m) 
blacked-out room at the 
gallery of the Jordanian 
Plastic Arts Association at 
Nadim Al-Mallah Street in 
Jabal Weibdeh. 

Entering the small dark 
room at "the side of the 
gallery’s main exhibit bail, 
one immediately em- 

pathises with Jona’s pre- 
dicament when, according 
to biblical tradition, he was 
swallowed whole and 

unharmed by a whale. 

Equally safe in this room, 
though free of any abdomi- 
nal contractions or gastric 
juices, the viewer draws 
comfort from the almost 
cave-like cosiness and 

lava-coloured light ema- 
nating from two-coloured 
glass pyramids, .one of 
which is suspended from 
the ceiling with its invened 
apex almost touching that 
of its sister-icon, posi- 
tioned atop a huge mirror 
on the floor. The reflection, 
in the mirror, of both trian- 
gles (each starting out with 
base-parameters of 40cm 
and thinning out to a height 
of 1.8m) conjures tup) a 
startling illusion of a seri- 
ous 4-meter pit. 

Interestingly. several 
neighbourhood children 
heard of this ‘strange' . 
exhibit and decided to see 
for themselves. '“I like the 
idea, but frankly, not the 
place,” reacted an eleven 
year old boy. Ahmad 
Haddad from Nablus. The 
6th grader expounded that 
“I feel I'm in a secret place 
in which there’s a secret 
crypt. But I also feel as 
though I’m looking, or 



The chamber (crypt) of artist Araz Taleb 


ought to be looking for 
someone down there. ! feel 
imprisoned and confined 
there, but not scared, 
despite the darkness of the 
place.” Pausing a moment 
and evidently reflecting in- 
tently, the youngster 
added: “I look in there, 
through the water-like mir- 
ror, to the bottom, and its 
as if I see a spider’s web.” 

The child's penetrating 
perception and sense of 
discovery reveals a lot 
about the exhibit," says the 
artist. But its not just the 
viewer’s reaction to the 
work that is intended here; 
the viewer metamorphoses 
into a perceiver and even 
an interactive part of the 
exhibit. One becomes 
inclined to make discover- 
ies about oneself and not 
just about the surround- 
ings, just as the little boy 
felt a compulsion to 
explore and look for some- 
one in there. 

By isolating the viewer 
from most of the elements 
that are usually considered 
to be the defining parame- 
ters of traditional reality as 
we know it, he/she experi- 
ences a simulation of what 
it may be like to cross that 
fine line between con- 
sciousness and dreaming. 
Natural light is taken away, 
and though the remaining 
light is artificial, it does not 
seem so, radiating with 
warm earth colours from 
both pyramids' crystalline 
mediums. A sense of near- 
infinity is creared by the 
deep reflection in the mir- 
ror. The walls of the room, 
its doors and its ceiling are 
covered uncompromising- 
ly in black: an uneven 
shiny black surface (to pro- 



Pyramid of Light and reflection in the mirror 


vide for uneven reflection 
and absorption of the avail- 
able light). 

The overwhelming feel- 
ing is that the concepts of 
time and place have been 
suspended to some degree. 
Thai's not to say that time 
is not elapsing inside the 
chamber; it is. However, 
the usual variables that 
usually guage time, are 
non-presen l Once in. and 
there long enough, there is 
no way of knowing 
whether it is daytime or 
night-time out there in the 
real world. Physical ele- 
ments like wind, rain, and 
varying temperature that 
normally give strong clues 
of ‘seasonal time' are also 
non-evident. Time is fur- 
ther marginalised due to 
the very low probability of 
meeting someone familiar 
in the chamber who may 
subsequently betray what 
time it is by harranguing 
you to go and do some- 
thing you should be doing 
(out there in the real 
world). 

The sense of ‘place,’ 
though harder to margin- 
alise, has nonetheless 
undeigone very heavy 
camouflage with respect to 
its original state: A bright 
tittle room with windows is 
now a dark, virtually air- 
tight labyrinth. Distinct 
floor-tiles are now covered 
with grey wood-shavings. 
A previously ‘town-house’ 
character has been trans- 
fomed into a rustic, 
medieval, perhaps even 
macabre and slightly sinis- 
ter aura. 

Thus, to varying degrees, 
the sense of time and place 
appear to have been altered 
significantly. Adding to an 
atmosphere evocative of an 
ancient tem- 
ple, burial 
chamber or 
the ‘Oracles 
of Delphi', is 
the profusion 
of burning 
incense and 
tiny candles 
like Hobbits' 
eyes glowing 
in the eternal 
dark. The 
human sense 
of smell is 
thus stimulat- 
ed, in addi- 
tion to those 
of touch, and 
vision. The 
hearing as- 
pect is like- 
wise stimulat- 
ed with care- 
fully-placed 
speakers, re- 
leasing seem- 
ingly primi- 
tive music 
harking back 
to the origins 
of man. But 
the music is 
actually that 
of Peter 
Gabriel’s 
composition. 

Rocks skirt- 
ing the boun- 
daries of the 
mirror con- 
ceal what 
would other- 
wise be a 
contrived 
attempt at 
blending the 

mirror and 


the tiled floor. Piled in a 
rough manner, the rocks 
accentuate the feeling of 
the ‘pit' below, by giving 
the impression of earth and 
rubble dug out of the pit. 
Small candles also find 
their natural spot in the 
many cervices of the rocks, 
the latter looking like 
numerous miniature ziggu- , 
rats splendorously illumi- ! 
nated for pagan sacrifices. 

“The seemingly ma- 
cabre atmosphere of the 
exhibit is symbolic of the 
precariousness and fragili- 
ty of human existence. A 
mere slip over the 
precipice-like rock boun- 
dary plunges Man into the 
eternal and infernal banish- 
ment of suffering and 
chaos.” says the Kurdish- 
Iraqi veteran of two con- 
secutive Gulf Wars. “The 
atmosphere evoked by the 
exhibit is reflective of 
one's psychological suffer- 
ing, the latter occuring at 
two fronts: Suffering’ due 
to the supressive treatment 
an artist often fails victim 
to, as well as suffering due 
to reppression that only 
war- conditions are capable 
of begetting. 

On war and infliction, 
Spanish-Araerican philo- 
sopher George Santayana 
says “... the glories of war 
are all blood-stained, 
delirious, and infected with 
crime; the combative 
instinct is a savage prompt- 
ing by which one man's 
good is found in another's 
evil. The existence of such 
a contradiction in the moral 
world is the original sin of 
nature whence flows every 
other wrong. He is a will- 
ing accomplice of that per- 
versity in things [he] who 
delights in another's dis- 
comfiture or in his own. 
and craves the blind ten- 
sion of plunging into dan- 
ger without reason, or the 
idiot’s pleasure in facing a 
pure chance. To find joy in 
another’s trouble is, as man 
is constituted, not unnatur- 
al, though it is wicked; and 
to find joy in one's own 
trouble, though it be mad- 
ness, is not yet impossible 
for man. There are the 
chaotic depths of that 
dre aming nature out of 
which humanity has to 
grow.” 

It goes without saying 
that this exhibit will mean 
different things to different 
people. To some, though 
hopefully merely a hand- 
ful, it will mean nothing 
whatsoever. To most, how- 
ever, it will probably repre- 
sent something already 
found in them, though, 
whatever that may be, it 
will be awakened and 
brought to the fore. Such a 
dimension may be that of 
insecurity, anxiety, anger, 
sadness, denial, repressed 
feelings and stashed mem- 
ories, etc. In this way, the 
visitor to this crypt is guid- 
ed from the initial stance of 
an ordinary exhibition- 
goer, to interactive perceiv- 
er. to full participant to the 
process therein: He/she 

takes in the music, wafts in 
the incense-smoke, feels 
the textures, collides with 
and reflects the light 
emanated by the pyramids, 
and momentarily leaves the 
rest of the world behind. 


Hong Kong Hungry Ghosts 
opera taunts China 


By Mary Sinks 
Reuter 

HONG KONG — In recent months, 
China has been the target of a noisy 
barrage of placards and protests over 
the future of Hong Kong. 

Now, it seems, the curtains are about 
to part on a new act of defiance — by 
a legion of mean, hungry ghosts. 

A Hong Kong theatre troupe is about 
to stage an avant-garde opera about 
the British colony’s return to Chinese 
rule despite warnings from China that 
the group must not meddle in 
Beijing’s affairs after the 1997-han- 
dover. 

Danny Yung, director and co- 
founder of the experimental dance- 
theatre troupe, Zuni Icosahedron, will 
stage the eight-part opera. Feeding 
The Hungry Ghosts, as a colourful and 
dramatic look ai the uncertainties sur- 
rounding Hong Kong's reversion to 
China. 

“There is no way for us not to talk 
about Hong Kong's return to China,” 
Yung told Reuters. 

“We cannot, and should not, escape 
thaL 

“Every day on the streets you see 
question marks over the people of 
Hong Kong. They are worried. They 
think about what’s going to happen, 
they think about how much say they 
will have over their own lives, who do 
they mist? 

“You cannot just sit still and wait for 
this to pass, because it won't. You 
have to ask questions.” 

It’s not the first Lime that Yung, the 


son of wealthy landowners who fled 
the Chinese mainland on the heels of 
die 1949 Communist takeover, has 
posed questions about Hong Kong's 
reversion to Chinese rule at midnight 
on June 30, 1997. 

Two years ago, his troupe's contro- 
versial performance Two Or Three 
Things You Want To Know About 
Hong Kong which caused a consider- 
able stir at the Belgian Festival of 
Arts. 

Thousands of yellow ping-pong 
balls, symbolising the people of Hong 
Kong, showered down onto a red car- 
per symbolising China. Many were 
lost and crushed underfoot in the spec- 
tacle. A corpse, representatmg a 
“Tiananmen Square massacre victim.” 
lay on the stage throughout. 

The Opium War — Four Letters To 
Deng Xiaoping and Romance Of The 
Rock also did little to endear Yung to 
authorities in China as he probed atti- 
tudes to Hong Kong's impending han- 
dover. 

A flyer for his latest spectacle fea- 
tures Communist China's founding 
father, the sanctified late Chairman 
Mao Tsetong, sucking on a straw from 
a Coca-Cola bottle. 

In recent weeks, Yung says, he has 
been told his performances may not be 
tolerated as much after 1997, although 
the colony has been promised a high 
degree of autonomy. 

“I’ve been told by (Chinese) offi- 
cials I must not meddle in Beijing's 
politics after 1997, that I must not 
challenge the authorities in the way 
that I do now. 


“They are so afraid of losing face, 
they are worried we’ll use the stage to 
spread propaganda." 

Yung remains adamant he won't 
change his style. “Will I stop posing 
questions after 1997? No. I won't.” 

His upcoming opera is an unconven- 
tional mix of traditional Beijing opera, 
age-old superstition, and a hint of 
Shakespeare. 

Feeding The Hungry Ghosts derives 
its title from one of the biggest festi- 
vals of Chinese culture. Many Chinese 
believe that every year in mid-July the 
gates to the underworld spring open 
and the under-privileged dead, or 
unhappy ghosts, are set free to roam 
the streets and wreak havoc. 

The alleyways and backstreets 
become dotted with sacrificial pyres 
as many local people bum clothing, 
paper money, and other offerings to 
appease the hungry ghosts. 

To Yung, the allegory is clear, in 
their transition to Chinese rule, the 
Hong Kong people have become dis- 
embodied and unsettled, he says. 

“Ask me if I'm going to celebrate. 
No, I won't i'll be commemorating an 
event that will take us time to adjust 
to. 

“Nowhere else has there been such a 
quiet revolution of transferring sover- 
eignty from one power to another, and 
a lot of people have already left Hong 
Kong because of the uncertainties. 

“Those who remain must face their 
future, and they must be smart enough 
to face up to change." 
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A young child holds a microphone to a statue of Queen Victoria as part of a poster advertising Feeding 
the Hungry Ghosts an eight-part opera that takes an avante-garde look at the British colony’s return to 
Chinese rule (Reuter photo) 


Ageing DJ spins hits in Shanghai disco 

SHANGHAI (R 1 — It's a warm night in Shanghai and in While he’s up to date on Western disco, Chen knows next- 
the Hit House Club in a city suburb the disco lights are to-nothing about modern Chinese pop music, the sort that 
flashing, the dance floor is packed and Ace Of Base's All emanates from Hong Kong and Taiwan and is heard end- 
That She Wants is booming from the speakers. . lessly in karaoke parlours across China. 

The disc jockey is Chen Longgen, who at 65 claims to be “j don’t listen to it much. I don’t know their names,” he 
eldest deejay in China and one of the oldest in the world, sa jd. 

Born in Shanghai J 8 years before the Communists took Asked about how the audience reacted to his music selec- 
the city m 1949 Chen first entered the local entenainment tions said . comp |i menI me , shows 

industry as a technician with a local theatre, controlling the satisfaction ” 

sound and repmring musical instruments. “Chen is one of the greatest deejays I've ever seen." said 

■I 10 3 technician, but music is my hobby. Wang Limin ^ man %,„ of lhe J c t ub . “He's experienced 

"I look up deejaying because I enjoy the music.” “nd ^hard-working It's a pleasure to have him here." 

Ever-smiling and sensitive to the musical tastes of his t Chen s co-DJ, a Burundi student named Charles, was also 
audience, Chen says he enjoys modem Western pop and . P™se for his mentor. 

plays all the latest disco hits. Chen is wonderful. He learns so fast about the new num- 

But he likes to play a lot of 1970s and 1980s pop music ters knows what the audience wants. It’s not easy for a 
too, including Bob Marley. early Michael Jackson and man of his age," he said. 

Lionel RichieT "I come here because I like disco, bur it adds to the fun to 

“Young people like new bits, but they are impressed after see an old man like Chen deejaying," said Zhu Jian. a work- 
they hear the older records too,” he said. er in his late twenties. 



Retired Chinese worker Chen Longgen, 65, spins the disco hits at the Hit House club in eastern Shanghai. Chen 
claims to be the oldest disco disc- jockey in China, and possibly the oldest in the world (Reuter photo) 
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Researchers reveal key Survey: Doctors unsure 
HIV virus protein section which AIDS drugs to use 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Researchers have revealed 
the “egg-like" structure 
enclosing the generic mater- 
ial of the Human Immuno- 
deficiency Virus (HIV), po- 
tentially an important step 
to developing an AIDS- 
fighting drug, the journal 
Science reported. 

“Any scientist who wants 
to develop a new drug that 
interferes with HTV needs to 
know what the virus looks 
like, and we've provided 
the first look at one of 
HTVs closely held secrets," 
Michael Summers, a bio- 
chemistry professor at the 
University of Maryland- 
Baltimore County, said in a 
statement. 1 

Capping six years ’of 
work. Prof. Summers and 


other researchers at the 
University of Maryland- 
Baltimore County and the 
University of Utah in the 
July 12 edition of the jour- 
nal gave a detailed molecu- 
lar picture of a piece of the 
shell that holds HTV-1 en- 
zymes needed for the virus 
to infect and reproduce. 

The structure of the pro- 
tein that binds with identical 
proteins to make up the 
shell is unlike any others 
previously seen, they said. 

Called the P24 Capsid 
Protein, it has a single, 
exposed loop that contains 
an amino acid called 
PRO90 that binds to a pro- 
tein called Cyclophilin A in 
a process that researchers 
said appears to be necessary 
for a viral particle to 


become infectious. 

In an interview. Prof. 
Summers described the 
Capsid Protein as a piece of 
a soccer ball that binds with 
other identical pieces. 

Prof. Summers said the 
researchers speculated that 
for the viral information and 
enzymes inside to be re- 
leased. that “soccer ball” 
must come apart which 
may be triggered by Cy- 
clophilin a binding with the 
PRO90 amino acid. 

With this information, he 
said experts in drug design 
may be able to develop a 
drug to block Cyclophilin A 
binding with the PRO90 

and the Capsid Protein, and 
possibly block the release of 
the viral material, he said. 

Capsid Proteins of other 


viruses have been targeted 
successfully in drug de- 
signs, he said. 

‘ This important new in- 
formation on the structure 
of the HIV P24 Capsid Pro- 
tein suggests potential new 
taigets for drug develop- 
ment, and provides new in- 
sights into the process of 
HTV replication,” Jack Kil- 
len, director of die National 
Institue of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases' 
(NT AID) AIDS Division, 
said in a statement 

The National Institutes of 
Health, which includes 
NIAID, along with the Ho- 
ward Hughes Medical Ins- 
titute, where Prof. Summers 
is an associate investigator, 
funded the research. 
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World health officials warn 
of TB, AIDS symbiosis 


By Joanne Kenen 
Reuter 

VANCOUVER, British 
Columbia — A vigor- 
ous global tuberculosis 
(TB) epidemic coupled 
with the AIDS crisis 
create a “lethal sym- 
biosis” that must be 
quickly and aggressive- 
ly confrontedTiDterna- 
tional health officials 
said. 

Tuberculosis can be 
cured, usually at a cost 
of only about $11 a per- 
son, if countries follow 
the recommended pub- 
lic health procedures, 
officials of the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) and the 
UN AIDS programme 
told a news briefing at 
the 11th International 
Conference on AIDS. 

“Tuberculosis treat- 


ment is straightfor- 
ward and affordable — 
and it works.” said Dr. 
A rata Kochi, director 
of the WHO Global TB 
Programme. 

7TB is the leading 
killer of HIV-infected 
people around the 
world, but treating 
them could prolong 
their lives by about two 
years, enhance the 
quality of their lives, 
and help get the dread- 
ed lung disease under 
control, he said. 

“There’s a lethal sym- 
biosis,” for both indi- 
viduals and communi- 
ties, said Dr. Peter Piot, 
head of UNAIDS. 

TB worsens the plight 
of AIDS patients, and. 
the AIDS epidemic 
turn expands the TB 


turn exp; 
epidemic 


simply 


cause HIV-infected 
people are so vulnera- 
ble to TB and can then 
transmit it to ot hers , 
regardless of their HIV 
status. 

Unlike AIDS, which 
is passed through shar- 
ing needles or unpro- 
tected sex, TB is air- 
borne and does not 
require any intimate 
contact 

Dr. Kochi said coun- 
tries having the most 
success in fighting the 
renewed spread of TB 
are those following the 
DOTS strategy, which 
stands for Direct 
Observed IVeatment, 
Short Course. 

Under DOTS, a 
..trained digits Jfcealth 
t ^jutreach worker wa- 
tches the patient take 
his or her drugs. For 


the first two months, 
the patient takes a 
combination of four 
drugs, and for the next 
four to six months, two 
drags are prescribed. 

Dr. Kochi said some 
countries, like Bangla- 
desh, have had success 
in expanding DOTS to 
encompass borne and 
community- based care. 
Schoolteachers, or edu- 
cated family members 
have been trained to be 
the DOTS observers. 

If TB patients skip 
doses, or stop taking 
their medicine before 
the full course of treat- 
ment, they contribute 
to : the dangerously 
grgSving - pr oblem., of 
strains oTTB that resist 
the drugs commonly 
used to treat it 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


PRODUCING PRODUCE 
By Dorothy B. Martin 
ACROSS 


1 Rirtm 
4 Importer 

D Endms 
14 F*rtlw 
'8 Htfwny 
SO Warn* — 
(kglrthurtod) 

21 Bantfeaflw Shaw 
rz C4y on UviOta 

23 Accusing 
25 Falkng 

down 

27 E«tuu&i l ho 
wprtroi 

28 Owl 

30 ■FartwJOan &V 

31 Wadding worts 

33 Essay* 

34 — lUWIIMlNM 
JS Dions' nonet 

DOWN 

1 Saharan 

2 Eternal Oty 

3 Omomfal Ai 

4 AflrtS 

5 Ytam 

B Cmang — -nJmk 

7 Sosoagto 

8 Move ma 
bodewart 
(Nsenon 

0 Bo no longer vaU 

10 Ac)o> Qmrgo of 
ddMmo 

11 Ornamental 
burton 

12 irtoadoowaten 

13 Kind ot school 
atftr 

14 Now Vo* CflV 

15 Opcraicsdb 
15 Comoro ove 
17 Saaweod 

10 Qw Ewtflfc 

24 Mosqufo penuo 


3S In ■ opMurt 

45 Chengos location 

48 Affoaauen 
47 Yawn 
48— cUpa 

49 AroMnnttr 

BO Enroll composer 
51 Mongols 

54 Aitttrarv daaee 

55 Scotch irtusai 

50 Voiumos 

57 Sotarc y acton 

58 U«fcl*v»l 
ointment 

5? HomlorStuo 
81 AuBnrAvn 

62 Kilmer poem 

63 AnatmoOiG 
Atlantic 


28 Famous dairy cow 
23 Founded ettjr. 

32 Total together 

33 Take* on 

34 Swiss mountains 

35 Some Arabs 

38 WWW o! "Death ol 
a Salesman' 

37 Vmoowomd 

38 Alipon lUiwdy 

so Kampala's mum ly 

41 Sown vamp. 

Thoda 
«2 Zola 

43 Depart 

44 Costae o< TV 

50 Esnftenl 

51 American wntcr, 

kla Minerva — 

52 Bedoutf) 

53 la — 

(a mh aeotogv site) 

54 As — tho tJV» 
could sad 


72 Put on cargo 

73 Regans 
pametpam 

77 Mistreat 

78 Expressed by 

word of mouth 

79 Paknaro*Bod 
81 African: wr 

B2 Fourty member 

83 Vend again 

84 Fibbed 

85 Flow: prof 

86 Cinch 

87 Engl an Charamt 
island 

88 Pits and — 

F9 Mato lardy 
30 Vanish 


56 Wertem lafca 
56 Mcmc mojmum 
60 *- lar. far 
bourn 

84 Juneau's Bale 

85 Uncommon 

66 Hero 

67 'And — poor to do 
hbn ravenmea* 
(Shahsspovel 

68 Uttered 

69 Fan 

70 Compvhng 
devices 

7t Decemcs 
74 ConduSor 
Zubin 

76 Rod as — 

76 Mcia vmJ 

78 Father Fr 

79 Forward 

BO Laundry cyde 
S3 Engrtmaa 
85 Shtna 


93 Combine 

35 Negative wort 

36 Coma Mo now 
98 Ortertaisash 
08 "ABaSlot— ' ■ 

102 Glossy surfaces 
104 ComMaroellagh 
spam 

108 SymtxAe 
110 Robots 

113 Mala Heart 

114 DM gardening 
its Grayish pupto 

ecta 

116 Revise fix print 

117 VMagocara 

118 Usngioeh 

119 ranrtnatsd 

120 Aanerand 
SUfcran 


87 VMOorwnaTs 
Bad, 

88 Bouquet 
88 Zbdscsign 

91 Cancrts 

92 Meier officers 

93 100 yrs 

94 Appeared in 
enlarged term 

97 Frtmg p a yments 
99 Southwest 
wind 

100 P4>ng. 

101 Exchange 
premium 

102 Avert* 

103 long waft 

104 Suft 

105 Burred treasure 

106 OrodoT l»Qv 

107 Concordes 
109 Scdphrte.#B 
in Vase 

112 Smalboy 



Diagram loss, 21A x 17D 
By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 

1 Smaller*! 

- Beret 

7 —and pry 

8 He's a bsraanan 
10 Bub. eg. 

13 Kind Ol acid 

14 R espond 

15 Paiihng. tor one 
13 Carpentry few* 

13 Against 

20 —India n«k 

22 Cuban Teodor 
DOWN 

1 SievaMcOuHn 
lamne 

2 Ewd 

3 Gotl gadget 

4 Jaksielra 

5 5«gar Baker 

d Window amwns 

8 Engnepon 

9 Move «*)> 68A 
10 Painful nusda 

courtesan 
it SkaiM Son)a 


25 Bearing 
28 Zorns 

28 Cul dewm won an 

ae 

23 Bnwn coins 

31 Urges 
33 Pigrim John 
35 Cove 

37 ’— Pantos' 

38 Fomefts 

39 Between- prat 

40 BetM « Sammy 


i: GoWodup 

15 Topeces 

16 S»al order 

17 Haberdashery 
doraa 

21 HobwiMman 
moM 

23 Marah plants 

24 Controls 

27 Tracking «g 

JO Signup 
31 Each 


42 Wnlcnlaceo 

43 Jackson and 
BonoroU 

44 — Baca 

45 Oyster itnanl 

46 Prttri 

47 Venotyal apple 
50 Ovrpen* 

54 VtonsmaseNow 
Ya or 

55 Snooze 

56 So worn 


32 OaKeee'Mg 

33 Dm'tcong 

34 Find oul 
38 — mafasfy 
33 Tune or elide 

SIM 

40 SmaKamourt 

41 '— . poor Yack. ■ 

42 Beastly place 7 

43 The ThmMar 
dog 

45 Vocal cords 


57 Oopsup 
81 fVwrtnOermanv 

62 Soil fatty tissue 

63 Scctadh sUrte 

65 Crave 

66 Actor Nick 

67 Fool 

68 Puratrt 

S3 Gore* out carts 

70 lawyer accr 

71 Conip pi 

72 Plaything 


48 SMI's opporte 

49 NatWOffcS 

51 Dkbckx LouM 

52 Make lubtanl 

53 Sword 

58 Surfaces 

59 hvertor Hpwp 

60 Fiapec o 
64 Rd*. 

66 Wostem alliance 


SOLUTIONS (fr LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 




Lul Week's Crjrptefreai 

1. Poor fotbarweight fighter ecorei knockout in amateur 
boat and decide* to turn pro for the big bucks and fame 
that go with it. 

2. Kangaroo at Kalamazoo zoo kicked keeper because he 
looked In her pouch. She thought he must be a pickpocket. 

3. Bandmaster with exquisite taste warns group patching 
torn sheet music. -If It Isn't baroque don't fix IfJ - 

4. It was a very brave man who first ate an oyster set before 
him. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

l.JRK JHLCP XGDOAXLGYMGB SM BHCP NO 
IDEAS nx YMO. SLY YRMNG BLOB NO 
IDBADUMB HX BOCK MNURY7 —By Ed Buddleooe 


8. RAC LJBBXBJHBJB QHJBLHNEB A M DJtfTB H 
TLK QMPXMLSJ XfWF LK L J S BW BBQY8MKB 
MAA ADRDYC KMKBK. — By Eart Ireland 

3. NENT EHZKIT8MV SUT MIXUMGIC XORH 

TOSH IM BIGXJS JEM YOnOOY TBIMSODT 
NIMJEMBUDZI. -ByKC.Doyie 

4. LUCHAL M I I X BLUM NCVN ID PITHN II 
PDITBN CHH LTN WI1X EDUCATION. Ll 
LCN C M UCD IM MDVTOW. - By Duane H. McCoftr 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia — Doctors are confused 
about which AIDS drugs to prescribe for tbeir patients and 
have to base decisions on instinct rather than hard data, a 
recent survey found. 

Only 25 per cent use the highly touted protease inhibitors 
as first-line treatment against the HIV virus that causes 
AIDS, the survey, conducted by leading advocacy group 
Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC), found. 

The group said its findings tainted euphoria over promis- 
ing results of drug combination therapy reported at die 1 1th 
International Conference on AIDS. 

“As promising new antiviral combinations move from a 
controlled clinical research environment into the doctor’s 
office, we have to face basic questions like whether physi- 
cians have reached any consensus on how to use them.” 
said David Barr, GMHC’s director of treatment education. 

Few clinical studies have been done on the effectiveness 
of various combinations, and those that have involved only 
a handful of patients, the group said. 

“Many physicians are having to make decisions long 
before we receive definitive results from trials." said Dr. 
Gabriel Tomes, director of the AIDS Centre at St Vincent’s 
Hospital in New York. “There has been controversy about 
what the initial therapy should be." 

The group said its findings justified the attitude taken by 
many AIDS patients who say they, rather than their doctors, 
will decide what drugs to take and when. 

“1 am relatively healthy and I want- to stay that way," 
Christopher Murray, a 28-year-old social services worker 
from New York, told a news conference. He had just start- 
ed taking a combination including a protease inhibitor, but 
he was nervous about the decision. 

“It’s like driving a high-performance Maserati. I’m not 
sure I can control it" 


Mr. Murray complained about the side-effects of the 
drags, which he said he had not been warned about. 

“Maseratis don’t give you diarrhoea, nausea, fatigue and 
headaches,” he said. “1 take an extra pair of underwear 
everywhere I go." 

Such side-effects have caused many AIDS patients to 
rebel against drags. They have also rejected tests. 

Carlton Hogan, an AIDS clinical researcher at the 
University of Minnesota who is also infected with HIV, 
said he did not bother to take blood tests to see how much 
virus was there because he did not believe anyone knew 
how to interpret the information. 

“We have this modern technology, which I don't want to 
knock.. .but we have enshrined it," he told the news confer- 
ence. 

Forty ‘leading AIDS physicians” from the United States. 
Canada, Germany, France, Britain and Australia responded 
to the survey. Sixty-seven per cent of them said their first 
choice of AIDS therapy was a combination of Glaxo 
Wellcome Pic’s AZT and 3TC (Epivir). 

A third used AZT plus Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.’s DDI 
(Videxl. while 25 per cent used 3TC Plus Bristol's D4T 
(Zerit)’ One fourth sometimes used one of the various pro- 
tease inhi bitors in combination with other drugs, but only 9 
per cent said they always used a protease inhibitor. 

Price affected what they used. Seventy-one per cent in the 
United States said payer constraints affected their decision 
to prescribe, while 57 per cent of those outside did. 

“We don't have very much data that tells us AZT/3TC is 
the best treatment," Dr. Barr said. “But we've had a very 
successful promotional campaign from the company that 
makes those drags." 

Dr. Torres agreed. ‘It's been driven a lot by the marketing 
strategies that have been used," he said. “I would venture 
that most physicians get their information about AIDS from 
the media rather than from peer-reviewed journals." 
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AIDS — Men must take responsibility 


By John Fashanu 

John Fashanu is a former 
England. Wimbledon and 
Astrvn Villa football star. 
He is the United Nations 
Children’s Fund ( UNICEF ) 
U.K. 's special representa- 
tive for the African child. In 
this special feature, he talks 
about why he is campaign- 
ing against HIV/AIDS in 
Africa. 

EARLIER THIS YEAR, I 
was invited to help launch 
the “African Footballers 
United Against AIDS” 
campaign at the Africa Gup 
of Nations in Johannesburg. 

Football is the number 
one sport in Africa. It has 
the unique capacity to reach 
out to millions of young 
men and women and 
improve their understand- 
ing of health issues, espe- 
cially the threat of 
HIV/AIDS. 

AIDS is the major health 
problem facing young 
Africans today. Two million 
people have died of AIDS 
in sub-Saharan Africa, 
according to UNICEF. This 
figure will reach six million 
by the end of the decade 
with 50 per cent of HTV 
infections occurring among 
15 to 24 year olds. 


The aim of the campaign 
is to get the message across 

— to men in particular — 
that in Africa it is men who 
must take the first responsi- 
bility for halting the spread 
of HIV/AIDS. 

In February this year, f 
visited Tanzania. I learned 
of the problems which the 
AIDS Epidemic is causing 

— there is a severe social 
problem, the country is suf- 
fering huge economic loss- 
es due to increasing health 
and funeral costs and there 
is a general fall in produc- 
tivity. 

Much of the geod work - 
that development agencies 
have dbrife to rttitite infant "' 
and child mortality over the 
past decade is being threat- 
ened by this epidemic. 

I visited the DogoDogo 
Centre for street children 
where I referred a match 
between two teams, includ- 
ing some girls. It was a 
great sight seeing the look 
on some of these kids' 
faces. 

I grew up in a Barnardo’s 
children’s home after my 
parents’ separation. I know 
what it is like to start with 
nothing. I was able to make 
something of ray life. 
Given the chance, and 
given the knowledge to pro- 


tect themselves from 
HTV/ AIDS, so can they: 

The campaign also aims 
to get HIV/AIDS taken 
more seriously by political 
leaders. 

Because I am well-known 
as a sportsman — at least 
as well in Africa as in 
Britain — it is possible for 
me to get to meet the presi- 
dents and leaders of coun- 
tries in a way that an aid 
worker or politician may 
not be able to do. In 
between the usual football 
talk. I have been able to 
raise issues about 
HIV/AIDS, as - well as dis- 
cussing with them how to 
improve' the plight of 
African children. 

Working as part of the 
African Footballers United 
Against AIDS team — 
which also includes other 
footballers like Liberia's 
George Weah. South 
African Doctor KhumaJo 
and Zambian Kalusha 
Bwalya — has been hectic 
and hard work, but has also 
given me great pleasure, 
especially when I’ve been, 
speaking directly to young 
people and youth organisa- 
tions who come to watch 
the games. 

1 have learned from them 
to be culturally sensitive 


and 1 hope that my influ- 
ence has contributed to 
changes in behaviour and 
practices among the young 
that will stem the advance 
of HTV/AIDS. 

I have also learned about 
the many good things hap- 
pening in Africa. 

It is easy to get a negative 
picture of the situation in 
Africa, especially in the 
U.K. when we see reporting 
of crises like Rwanda. Even 
my little daughter, Amai. 
gets upset and says, 
“Daddy, all the children in 
Africa are starving. “If I ask 
her if she would like to 
travel to Africa with me, 
that is what she thinks 
about. 

But I have gained a really 
positive picture of Africa 
and its people from my 
field visits with LTN1CEF 
and the HIV/AIDS cam- 
paigning and fund-raising 
work I have been spear- 
heading over the last couple 
of years. 

I believe there is a great 
deal we in the U.K. can 
learn from the work that 
many Africans are doing. 
They are light-years ahead 
in their understanding of 
HTV/AIDS and their ways 
of coping with it — 
PANOS Feature 


Interleukin boosts im mu ne 
system, study finds 
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VANCOUVER. British 
Columbia (R) — Injections 
of the protein Interleukin-2 
(IL-2) dramatically inc- 
reased the numbers of im- 
mune system cells in HIV- 
infected patients, the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health 
(NIH) said. 

A study of 40 patients 
with early HIV infection 
showed that injections of 
the protein boosted CD4 
cell counts, no matter how 
much was given. But those 
who took the highest doses, 
most frequently, showed the 


most improvement. 

“Our data suggest that 
therapy with subcutaneous 
IL-2, in combination with 
anti-retroviral drugs, has the 
potential to halt the usual 
progression of HTV disease 
by maintaining a person’s 
CD4 cell count in the nor- 
mal range for prolonged 
periods of time,” said Dr. 
Richard Davey, senior in- 
vestigator at the NIH’s Ins- 
titute of Allergy and Infec- 
tious Disease. 

Dr. Davey, who presented 
the findings at the 1 Ith 


International Conference on 
AIDS, said it was not yet 
clear whether this translated 
to “clinical benefit” — if it 
made the patients healthier 
or fed better. 

The 40 volunteers gave 
themselves the regular in- 
jections of the IL-2. which 
Dr. Davey said was also 
- useful. 

The NIH said the volun- 
teers did not feel any more 
ill than those given standard 
AIDS drugs alone. “Now 
we know that increases in 
CD4 T-cells seen with IL-2 


therapy do not come at the 
expense of a patient's over- 
all quality of life.” said Dr. 
Clifford Lane, clinical di- 
rector at the Institute of Al- 
lergy and Infectious De- 
seases {NIAID}. 

Interleukin-2 is one of a 
number of recently identi- 
fied chemicals known as 
Cytokines, which are used 
by immune system cells to 
communicate with each 
other. 
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ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


I (1) A pavement anisL 

(2) A black flag with a white skull and crossbones, for- 
merly flown by pirates. 

(3) 

a- Ruffle, 
b- Riffle, 
c- Raffle. 

(4) It has long feathers projecting from the back of its 
head, and these resemble quill pens behind a clerk’s ears. 

(5) All are extinct, but the pterodactyl was a flying lizard. 


PUZZLES 


(A) NAME THE COUNTRIES: 

FINLAND, DENMARK, POLAND, TURKEY. 

(B) JEST QUIZ: 

1 Maid of Orleans. 

2 wh ile he’s still young. 

^ there’s no accounting for women. 
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By William j. Board 

A GLOBAL NETWORK 
of undersea microphones, 
built by the federal govern- 
ment at a cost of $16 bil- 
lion to spy on enemy ships 
and submarines, is begin- 
ning to rock to the beat of 
whales singing, fish 
schooling, seabeds shak- 
ing, volcanoes erupting 
and even nuclear weapons 
exploding. 

The undersea ears ram 
pick up noises that rever- 
berate through the sea over 
distances of hundreds and 
even thousands of miles. 
Tbeir sensitivity is such 
that they have tracked the 
movements of a single 
whale for weeks on end as 
the cetacean, a blue whale, 
sang its deep songs* 

The hidden network of 
microphones, known as 
Sosus, for Sound Surveil- 
lance System, has been 
used less and less by the 
U.S. Navy since the end of 
the cold war In the early 
1990s, the service began to 
let a coterie of federal sci- 
entists listen in on the 
undersea sounds and use 
certain ones for oceano- 
graphic research. ‘ 

But foe sharing of foe 
system is now speeding op 
as universities, ocean insti- 
tutions and private compa- 
nies begin to win access to 
the trove of hundreds, if 
not thousands, of secret 
microphones, which span 
the inky depths of the glob- 
al sea. 

Experts say foe move 
promises new understand- 
ings of the deep as well as 
new ways to save foe 
oceans from ecological 

harm. 

“This is a breakthrough 
in terms of applying top 
technology developed by 
the military to solve day- 
to-day natural resource 
problems” said Amos S. 
Eno, executive director of 
the National Hsh and 
Wildlife Foundation, a pri- 
vate group in Washington 
that sought foe opening. 
“And we're going to have 
to do more of this if we’re 
going to get a handle on 
environmental problems 
around foe world.” 
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From espionage to ecology 
the great undersea microphone switch 


Among other things, be 
envisions the network as 
helping ships avoid colli- 
sions with whales, includ- 
ing right whales, foe most 
endangered of the great 
mamma ls. At least six have 
*cd so far this year, 
including three calves, the 
highest number on record 
for so short a period. 

Part of the network is 
being used to develop a 
global system to eavesdrop 
for distant nuclear blasts. 
Hie aim is to help mairp. 
possible foe policing of a 
global treaty banning all 
nuclear testing that is being 
negotiated in Geneva. 

Last year and early this 
year in the depths off Cali- 
fornia, a microphone 
involved in foe test-ban 
research was able to pick 
up foe sound of French 
nuclear weapons being 


exploded under atolls in 
the Sooth Pacific, thou- 
sands of mile s away. 

Peering into the sea with 
the microphones “is foe 
same as foe Hubble tele- 
scope pointing ont to the 
Stars,” Chris Miller, man- 
ager of the California sys- 
tem, said in an interview. 
“Acoustics in foe ocean is 
the equivalent of light in 
space. It's the one thing 
that can transmit for hun- 
dreds or thousands of 
miles.” Speaking of foe 
California area, he said, “if 
you put a telescope into the 
ocean, you could only see 
about 30 feet in these 
waters.” 

In the Atlantic, the .shar- 
ing involves a private 
group that is preparing to 
reactivate microphones 
around the island of 
Bermuda that the navy 


abandoned more than a 
yea: ago. The group plans 
to maim the Bermuda da t* 
available to universities 
and research groups study- 
ing such things as -whales 
and sea quakes, as well as 
to governments seeking to 
monitor fisheries and 
enforce marine regula- 
tions. 

‘It’s really a national 
treasure” said Duane A. 
Cox, a retired naval officer 
who worked on the system 
for 16 years is now presi- 
dent of the Scientific Envi- 
ronmental Research Foun- 
dation, a group in Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, that is lead- 
ing the Bermuda privatisa- 
tion. “There is an awful lot 
to be learned.” 

Admiral James D. 
Watkins, a former chief of 
naval operations who is 
now president of the Joint 


Oceanographic Institu- 
tions, a Washington-based 
consortium of universities 
and research groups that 
study the seas, applauded 
tiie sharing but said more 
was needed. 

He said that foe declassi- 
fication process “can go 
across foe board,” with 
civilians gaining access to 
all of Sosus, not just some 
of its parts. “And we think 
this can be dene without 
giving away information 
that would be useful to a 
potential enemy” 

If data from the micro- 
phone arrays were made 
public without proper 
security precautions, they 
could, in theory, Be used by 
a foe to hunt the navy’s 
own craft 

Dennis M. Cordon, chief 
oceanographer of the 
navy's intelligence, sur- 


veillance and reconnais- 
sance direct o rate of foe 
Space and Naval Warfare 
Systems Command, based 
in Arlington, Virginia, said 
that the service was. care- 
fully considering die issue 
of further sharing, particu- 
larly the idea of letting pri- 
vate groups reactivate 
abandoned arrays. 

“This is an incredible 
capability" he said of the 
system. “It’s unique. It’s 
the only way to keep track 
of what goes on in the 
ocean." 

The sea thunders with a 
cacophony of natural mus- 
es: cracking ice, felling 
raindrops, breaking waves, 
quaking seabeds, pounding 
storms, erupting volca- 
noes, rambling avalanches, 
supping shrimp, drum- 
ming fish and bellowing 
mammals,- including dol- 


phins and whales. 

Not all sounds are identi- 
fiable. Among the myster- 
ies are creatures that scien- 
tists have dubbed the Echo, 
the Carpenter, and the 
Woof-Woof, after analo- 
gous sounds on land. 

The undersea din, scien- 
tists say, is a largely 
untapped reservoir of 
information about Earth’s 
largest habitat, foe briny 
waters that cover nearly 
two-thirds of the planet 

In the eariy 1950s, as the 
cold war intensified, foe 
navy began to build a glob- 
al network of undersea ears 
that used the ocean’s abili- 
ty to cany sound over long 
distances as a way to track 
the movements of Soviet 
ships and submarines. At 
its peak, in the late 1980s, 
foe monitoring system cost 
more than $300 million a 


year to maintain and was 
staffed by 2,400 officers 
and technicians, Mr. Con- 
Ion said. 

Now, with parts of the 
system closed and others 
scheduled for closure, as 
well as with increasing lev- 
els of automation, the 
maintenance costs run less 
than $100 milli on a year 
and the number of operat- 
ing personnel has dropped 
to around 800. 

The navy has no inten- 
tion of abandoning foe sys- 
tem core, which it still 
maintains and Congress 
still finances. But it is 
happy to have help in 
defraying its costs or even 
in resurrecting parts 
already closed down. 


International Herald Tribune 



305T 0 Seconds 


Scientists track a single bine whale during a journey of nearly 2,000 miles as it swam southwest from Bermuda and buck (kit) and distinctive voice prints allow researchers to identify different species 
of whales 
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Netanyahu under pressure 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Kabariti said in Cairo 
on Tuesday. 

Palestinians are pressing 
Mr. Netanyahu to imple- 
ment interim accords 


signed with Israel’s previ- 
ous government, including 
an army redeployment from 
parts of the West Bank town 
of Hebron. 

The redeployment, origi- 
nally planned for March, 


was delayed by Islamic sui- 
cide attacks which killed 59 
people in Israel in February 
and March. Mr. Netanyahu 
is yet to make a decision on 
the issue. 

In Tel Aviv, Egypt’s 
ambassador to Israel said 
that President Mubarak 
will push Mr. Netanyahu to 


act quickly to meet Israel’s 
obligations to the Palestini- 
ans. 

Mr. Mubarak will ask Mr. 
Netanyahu to cany out 
Israel’s overdue troop with- 
drawal from Hebron, the 
last West Bank dty under 
Israeli occupation, and to 
lift the nearly five-month 


closure of foe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, Ambas- 
sador Mohammed 

Bassiouny told a sympo- 
sium on the peace process 
Wednesday in Tfel Aviv. 

Mr. Mubarak will also ask 
Ml Netanyahu to fulfill 
Israel’s commitments to 
carry oat further with- 


drawals in the West Bank, 
establish road finks for 
Palestinians between the 
West Bank and Gaza, and 
release Palestinian prison- 
ers, he said. 

Ml Bassiouny said 
Wednesday that Egypt was 
not judging Ml Netanyahu 
by his tough speeches or 


uncompromising govern- 
ment platform. 

“We shall judge the 
actions of his government,” 
he said. “We don’t want to 
put him in a comer. We 
don't want to insult him.- 
Maybe he didn’t listen until 
now.” 

Ml Bassiouny said it was 


crucial that Israel moved 
quickly. “Perhaps you can 
convince the leaders to 
wait, but you can’t convince 
the people. I am not threat- 
ening — I am telling you 
the reality. It will be very 
difficult to wait for a long 
tune.” 


England 


Belgium 
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El-Zay in Saudi Arabia. 

A Whole New World of Style. 


The technology is Italian. The result is world-class. 
El-Zay captures the fancy of millions. 

In Italy, England, Belgium, The U. A. E. 

And now, Saudi Arabia. 

With the latest designs, expertly crafted, 
El-Zay leads the industry in opening up 
new fashion market in style. 


EL-ZAY 

FINE CLOTHING FOK MEN 
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UNDP : Growth is not 


eradicating poverty 


PARIS (AFP) — Economic 
growth is failing to improve 
conditions for many living 
in developing countries, 
where 1.3 billion people — 
or one third of the popula- 
tion — live below the 
poverty threshold, accord- 
ing to an annual U.N. report 
The report, published 
Wednesday by the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP), shows 
that economic growth does 
not always equate with 
human development. This 
is due to either unequal dis- 
tribution of income, neglect 
of basic needs (social pro- 
tection, water, healthcare) 
in favour of other spending 
(military sector, prestige 
hospitals for an elite), or tbe 
reduction of social budgets. 

For economic growth to 
benefit human develop- 
ment, the UNDP explains, 
it must contain several ele- 
ments: Full employment 
and security of income, par- 
ticipation for all in the 
democratic process, an 
equitable distribution of 
wealth, social cohesion, 
cultural enrichment and 
sustainable development 
for future generations. 

This must be backed up 
by making social spending 
a priority, and making eco- 
nomic opportunities such as 
land and credit available to 
everyone. The absence of 
such social progress may 
itself compromise econom- 
ic progress, the report says. 

Herewith a summafy of 
the U.N. report by region. 
Southern Asia: 

— Since 1980, the GDP 
has increased by more than 
five per cent a year, and the 
GDP per person by three 
percent. 

— Military spending 


totalled $14 billion in 1994 
— 560 million people are 
classified as poor (half the 
weald total), 600 million 
suffer from malnutrition, 
250 million do not have 
access to drinking water, 
and 850 million no access 
to basic — one third of 
new-born babies axe under- 
weight, 80 per cent of preg- 
nant women suffer from 
anaemia, 48 million chil- 
dren do not have access to 
primary schooL 
— In India, between 14 
?fut 100 million children 
work; die figure is between 
two and 19 million in Pak- 
istan, and between five and 
15 in Bangladesh. 

East Asia: 

— Since 1960, the rev- 
enue per inhabitant has 
increased by more than five 
per cent each year, the high- 
est growth rate in the world. 

— There are 170 milli on 
poor, 100 million children 
have no access to primary 
school, one million women 
are illiterate. 

South East Asia/Pacific: 
— Only 55 per cent of the 
rural population has access 
to clean drinking water, and 
41 per cent to basic medical 
care. 

— The maternal mortality 
rate is 442 per 100,000 live 
births. 

Sub-Saharan Africa: 

— In 30 years, the ratio of 
military spending to social 
spending has gone from 27 
to 43 per cent 
— 215 milli on people live 
in poverty, 120 million 
adults are illiterate, 170 
million people do not have 
enough to eat 
— More than 80 -million 
children of school age do 
not attend schooL 
— More than 20 per cent 


of children work. 

— Maternal mortality 
rates reach 29 per 100,000 
births. . 

— There is one doctor for 

18.000 inhabitants (one per 
390 in industrialised coun- 
tries). 

— 1.3 million hectares of 
agricultural land turn to 
desert each year. 

Arab countries: 

— Between 1960 and 
1993, real income grew by 
three per cent per yean 

— 73 million are poor, 
ten milli on under-fed, 60 
million illiterate. 

— Only half the rural 
population has access to 
drinldijg water, one third to 
basic sanitation. 

Latin America/Caribbean: 

— Tbe real GDP 
increased by more than 
four-fifths in 20 years. 

— 150 million are poor, 
more than six million chil- 
dren are under-nourished, 

— 56 per cent of tbe rural 
population has access to 
drinking water. 

— Maternal mortality: 
180 deaths for every 

100.000 births. 

— Less than half of all 
children going to school 
reach the fifth year. 

— Between ten and 25 
per cent of children weak. 

Industrialised countries: 

— The real GDP per bead 
increased by more than 
three per cent per year 
between 1960 and 1993. 

— There are more than 
100 million poor, more than 
five million homeless 

— More than 30 million 
unemployed. 


Opposition calls for ‘peaceful march’ 

(Continued from page 1) 


plan to raise bread prices. 

During a meeting with 
Mr. Kabariti earlier this 
month, deputies staunchly 
opposed the government’s 
plan and urged “alternative 


solutions” to c ontain the 
budget deficit, the main 
reason behind the govern- 
ment’s move to “rechan- 
oeT subsidies- on bread. 

The government, which 
says it has not set a date 
yet for raising bread prices, 
is currently engaged in 


drawing up a plan for 
implementing its decision. 

Meanwhile, the opposi- 
tion said it called off a rally 
in Irbid which was sched- 
uled for Wednesday, after 
foiling to get permission 
from the authorities. 


THE Daily Crossword Mary Brown 


ACROSS 
1 Italian wine city 
5 Carrots' partner 
9 Home base, e.g. 

14 Appear 

15 Sloping passage 

16 Frantic and 
furious 

17 Fill to 
overflowing 

18 “Dies — ■ 

19 Fix 

20 Gift shop? 

23 Failure 

24 Err 

25 Yerevan citizen 

30 Intriguingly 

different 

34 — Na Na 

35 One kind of 
duck 

37 Founlain order 

38 Employment 
agencies? 

42 One 

43 Navajo 
dwelling 

44 Language: abbr. 

45 Fostered 

48 Cafe worker 

50 Make null 

52 Gun gp. 

53 Diets? 

60 From this time 

61 Hipbones 

62 Per 

64 Bellowing 

65 Foundation 
piece 

66 Turn sharply 

67 Times of day, to 
poets 

68 Said of some 
tales 

69 Turner and 
Koppel 
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DOWN 

1 Burnt tree? 

2 Ooze 

3 Go on a — 

4 Block 

5 Kneeling bench 
for prayer 

6 Acquire through 
labor 

7 Amo, amas, — 


) 8 Eyeglasses, for 
short 

9 Recipe word 

10 Light item 

1 1 Eban of Israel 

12 — Shan 
(mountain range 
in Asia) 

13 Vortex 

21 Indonesian 
islands 

22 Cheering word 

25 Assyrian god 

26 European river 

27 Ms. Callas 

28 Hormone 

29 Not at all 

31 Transparent 
fabric 

32 Cartoon 
"lightbutbs" 

33 Throws 

36 System of 

exercises - 

39 Ancient 
European 

40 it’s measured by 
a pluviometer 



41 Short 
beginning? 

46 Comes in 

47 Ike, initially 

49 Most uncommon 
51 Poet 
53 Resounding 
blow 


54 Flying prefix 

55 — out! (choice 
words) 

56 Lamb 

57 Satiate 

58 Yam 

59 Run swiftly 
63 Men 


Officials discuss means 
to compensate 
Jordanians for bread 
prices in cash 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Finance 
Minister Marwan Awad 
Wednesday chaired a meet- 
ing for secretaries general 
aid directors of various 
minis tries and public 
organisations to discuss a 
practical process for tbe 
disbursement of ID 15.26 to 
Jordanian citizens to com- 
pensate them for the differ- 
ence in the bread prices 
once they are floated . 

The minister stressed that 
tbe government wanted to 
ensure that the compensa- 
tion reach citizens in the 
simplest and most feasible 

mann er . 

He suggested that all civil 
servants and military per- 
sonnel as well as pensioners 
receive the sum added to 
their monthly salaries and 
that families which receive 
financial aid from tbe 
National Aid Fund be paid 
tbe whole price of the bread 


in addition to their month- 
ly payments . 

Mr. Awad said public and 
private companies can 
arrange for their employees 
to receive the sum directly 
added to their salaries or 
through the banks. He 
added that other sectors can 
receive their share from the 
tanks which will be autho- 
rised by the government to 
conduct this business. 

The government has said 
that it will resort to pay- 
ment of compensation to 
offset tbe expected increase 
in bread prices. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher was quot- 
ed as saying that tbe annual 
subsidy will cost the gov- 
ernment JD 64 milli on but 
the new arrangement will 
cut down government 
expenditures and save the 
country $53 million a year. 


International Community School 

Vs?- Khilda, Amman 


We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
British curriculum, with minor adaptations which 
reflect our international context, for children aged between 
three and eleven years. 

The language of instruction is English and ail of our full- 
time staff are UK-qualified. There is extra provision for 
the support of non-English speaking children. In addition, 
several curriculum subjects are specialist taught. 

Our school provides a pleasant, stimulating environment 
with priority given to monitoring and enhancing the 
progress of individual pupils. 

The new term begins on 4th September, but applications 
for admission should be made during July and August on 
Mondays at the school, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, or in 
writing to P.O. Box 2002, Amman 11181. 


Further details: Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109 
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“My doctor said there’s a thin person 
inside me struggling to get out, 

. but l think it’s just gas." 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JULY 19, 1996 
By Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer, Carroll Rigluer Foundation 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get your finest talent today to the 
attention of bigwigs and gain their assistance in the morning, then 
do required career activities. Later tonight yon can see spend this 
time with your loved ones at home. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 21)- Be more cooperative with your 
loved ones today and have more harmony at home, thee see how 
much pleasure your desire will cost This evening you can' go out 
on the town with some close friends and have a good time. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2!) This morning is tbe best time for 
handling reports and correspondence, other communications. Study 
your borne this evening for improvements and determine if they 
win not be too expensive, if they are not then you can proceed. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Many tasks of a prac- 
tical nature can be takes care of today, which will allow for you to 
be successfoL Study how to handle an outside matter in some ben- 
eficial which wQl gain the attentions of some bigwig. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get an early start today in getting 
your personal affairs handled wisely. Later this evening tty to solve 
a practical matter which has bothered you to see if someone can be 
of assistance to make the situation better. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Make a plan early today 
which can help you to quietly gain the personal wishes which mean 
much to you at this time. Later this evening will be good for the 
completion of some important project which has been given to you. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Early today arrange to have 
a good time later this evening with your close friends, then tackle 
troublesome matters and settle them. Tonight you can meet with 
some knowledgeable person and gain the information for your 
career activities. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Go on with the activities 
of the past two days until lunch time, then later go after your per- 
sonal desires in some logical manner This evening will be enjoy- 
able if you spend this time with your loved ones ar home. 
SAGITTARIUS: ('November 22 to December 21) In the morning 
today you know bow best to expand where your career activities are 
concerned, however, later handle a civic matter which has been on 
your mind for some time and which you feel will be quite success- 
ful 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Jan. 20) In the morning today 
you know just how to handle practical and financial affairs well 
Steer clear of one who depress you and you will discover that you 
will gain the success and recognition of doing any task by yourself. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Do whatever will gain 
you more prestige today in the community in which you dweiL 
Come to a fine understanding with a bigwig later this evening and 
you can gain success through your method of operation. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 20) Get conditions at your career 
activities improved so that they wifi last for some time to come. 
Steer clear this evening of one who likes to boss you around and 
seek out the advice of some knowledgeable person. 


Birthstone of July: Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MHus Argirion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour oreflnary words. 


SIDAY 

□ 


Q 


CUM Wxn imu Santos, at 
JUAgnBRoanad. 


RITHM 


I 




WUTTIO 






□ 



c 

ROONB 




□ 

□ 



HITCHHIKERS 
6>hOJLP &ET THIS 

from MoroKiere. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


rax n 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: 

Answer 


(Answers tomorrow) 
CANAL PHONE MARAUD PURITY 
What the king considered his toothache - 
A ROYAL PAIN 


Peanuts 



Bl IT I IMAGINE A LOT 
OF THEM ARE CALLEP 
“BIRD MOM" 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
THURSDAY JULY 18, 


By Thomas $. Pierson, 
'Astrologer, Carroll 
Righier Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get your finest 
talents working efficient- 
ly today and gain the 
nght benefits from them. 
Don't be extravagant, 
however, and you wui be 
able to save some money 
for a rainy day in die days 
ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Make your 
home more charming 
today and be happier fo 
however, get busy 


fd atl 

[M non 

Sft rade 

fotocol 


t 


# T 


V*' 


iwl Trade 
Ah Abul 


&& Lebanon's 


Yassin 

*! cned 


it. 


early on this. Invite 
guests in for the evening 
and you will discover 


Itu*r upgrades 

ng evU Pro"?? 




two cuua- 


some practical method u Jf 

operation throush some * 


the 


operation through some %vnorl5 u> 


intellectual discussions. 
GEMINI; (May 21 to 
June 21) Get your corre- 
spondence handled in a 
brilliant manner today 
and please your contacts. 
Visit friends in the 
evening tonight and yon 
will have some fun in 
some activities which 
everyone in attendance 
enjoys. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jn- 
e 22 to July 21) You have 
been waiting to make 
monetary changes for 
some time and today you 
can do best around the 1 
middle of the day. Later 
this evening you can han- 
dle some pressing matter 
which you must contend 
with at this time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You made plans in*) 
prior days to gain certain 
aims and you can handle 
them wisely today and 
get good results. Later 
this evening will be good 
for you to meet with 
some knowledgeable per- 
son who has the answer 
to your difficulties. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You have 
secret aims which can be 
made a reality today if 
you get some wise course 
m motion at this time. Be 
thoughtful to your mate 
and show some respect 
and he or she will 
respond in foe same man- 
ner. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Be with 
the most wise and high- 
minded person you know 
today and state your aims 
for the days ahead. Gain 
their cooperation and you 
will be successful 
through the information 
which is provided to y 1 
at this time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) First 
today study civic outlets 
in the morning, then fol- 
low through with career 
ambitions and get good 
results for the days 
ahead. Later this evening 
you can handle some 
home difficulty between 
a loved ones and a fellow 
asso ciate. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) You are inspired to go 
to a new place today 
where you get a better 
approach at gaini ng your 
ambitions and thereby 
you can achieve the suc- 
cess which is important 
to you and your family at 
this time, so proceed with 
your ideas. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Show- 
ing your mate some spe- 
cial service today can 
bring more harmony for 
the days ahead. Various 
outlets open up to you 
which can be very pfctfj 
ductive to your success 
and this will impress 
Some bigwig. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) This is 
the day today to get tbe 
backing you have wanted 
for some time, so go right 
to the source ana get it. 
Later this evening you 
can meet with some big- 
wig. and discuss your 
options for completing a 
special projecL 
PISCES: (February '20 to 
March 20) Beautify your 
surroundings somewhat 1 
today and be more com- 
fortable and efficient m 
them. Impress others 
more in the days ahead 
by your action on some 
special project which wifl 
gain much notoriety from 
us completion. 
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According to the 
agreement which boosts 
Jordanian exports to 
Lebanon, only agricul- 
tural products will be 
exempted from taxes at 
the first stage while 
other products will be 
exempted gradually at a 
later stage. 

The agreement 

stressed the importance 
of exchanging goods 
between the two coun- 
tries and of establishing 
expo centres in order to 
give merchants and 
manufacturers sufficient 
information about the 
products of each coun- 
try. 

In 1995, Lebanon sold 
Jordan JD28.9 milli on 
worth of products while 
Jordan exported prod- 
ucts worth JD24.2 mil- 
lion to Lebanon. 

The agreement also 
stipulates cooperation in 
maritime transport as 
soon as possible. 

Ml Abu A1 Ragheb 
and Mr. Jaber also 
reviewed the role of the 
private sector in both 
countries and called for 
launching joint invest- 
ment projects. 

Mr Abul Ragheb met 
Wednesday with 

Lebanese Premier Rafiq 
Hariri and briefed him 
on the meetings between 
Jordanian and Lebanese 
officials .The two sides 
showed interest in 
strengthening economic 
and trade cooperation 
between the two coun- 
tries to better serve the 
interests of tbeir people. 

Ml Abul Ragheb also 
met with Lebanese For- 
eign Minister Fares 
Bouez, with whom he 
discussed die economic 
relations between Jordan 
and Lebanon. 

A meeting was later 
held between Ml Abul 
Ragheb and the presi- 
dent of the Beirut 
Chamber of Industry . 
Both sides discussed the 
private sector's role in 
Jordan and the needio 
develop cooperation 
between the private sec- 
tors in both countries to 
launch joint ventures. 


Amman 


By Suleiman A1 Khali di 

Reuters 

AMMAN -— Jordan’s profitable elec- 
utility has been transformed 
tnto me largest state-owned company 
m the first major step to privatise a 
keystate concern, officials have said. 

“The national electricity company 
has been registered as a company 
owned by the government, and we 
expect this to become effective Aug. 
I Moha mmad Arafa, director gener- 
al oftbe Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA), told Reuters. 

Changing the JEA, which generates 
electricity into a commercially-run 

concern is a first step to flotation in 
the next two years, officials said 
The new company will have 500 
million dinars (3>706 million) capital, 
Ml Arafa said UJC. consultants 
Ernest Young estimated the JEA assets 


at 750 million dinars. 

JEA owns three major power plants 
with a capacity of 1100 megawatts 
and a further 500 megawatts under 
construction. 

The government transferred JEA’s 
estimated 2,000 employees to the 
energy ministry until a new ministeri- 
al committee decides how to deal with 
employees commercialised state bod- 
ies. JEA is the first commercialised 
concern under IMF-directed econom- 
ic reforms which requite phased pri- 
vatisation of state utilities. 

It will be the largest company in Jor- 
dan and analysts and officials say its 
sound financial position makes it 
attractive for foreign investors. 

The profitable state telecommunica- 
tions body and debt-ridden state earn- 
er Royal Jordanian are going through 
the process of being transformed into 


wholly-owned state firms. 

Revenues of JEA rose to 134.5 mil- 
lion dinars in 1995 from 121 5 million 
dinars in 1994. The government raised 
electricity prices this year by 12 per 
cent, part of moves to end subsidies 
and reduce price controls, which is 
expected to boost JEA profits substan- 
tially in 1996. 

“It’s a very feasible company and 
sound financially that is now working 
on a commercial basis with no subsi- 
dies,” Ml Arafa said. 

A law passed this year allows pri- 
vate sector investment in power gen- 
eration, previously a JEA monopoly. 
This has encouraged foreign firms, 
including U.S. Enron and Amoco, to 
consider investing in Jordan's elec- 
tricity generation sector as part of 
downstream projects in the energy 
sector 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


Badran wants ‘free 9 inflation 

** IBRAHIM BADRAN, economist and director of Noor A1 Hussein Foundation, sees 
the inflation rate in Jordan at a “compulsory" level which can rocket up upon any major 
economic or political imbalance. He told a seminar on “Investment problems in the Jor- 
danian economy" that although the official rate of inflation stands at four per cent, the 
World Bank report shows it to be seven per cent and others claim it to be even 17 per 
ceuL As such, and without having a reliable figure. Dr. Badran called for accepting a 
higher level of inflation that would be commensurate with the normal economic activ- 
ity so as to allow a harmonisation between economic activity and growth on the one 
hand and the rate of inflation on the other. 

He also called for lower interest rates, noting that the cost the borrowing and the terms 
for it were among major obstacles to promote investment, especially to the local 
investor. 

Dl Badran gave four reasons for the fact that investment was not given the impor- 
tance it deserved. He listed them as the long dependence on aid; expatriate remittances: 
the absence of innovative economic thinking and the role of the government as main 
employer of the labour force. Accordingly, he explained, “there was an absence of or 
ambiguity in the government-production link and between the production and con- 
sumption at the government because the aid and remittances bad always compensated 
for that absence or ambiguity." 

Dl Badran indicated that the public and private investment from 1987 until 199 1 was 
mainly centred in the real estate sector and that there is no evidence of any chan ge oth- 
erwise. He noted that while investment in the construction sector has accounted for 
65.8 per cent of the overall investments in the above-mentioned period, investment in 
machinery and equipment did not exceed 15 per cenL As snch, be said, it is clear that 
that reflects an unwillingness by the investors to enter into productive sectors. 

The economist expressed reservations over the reforms agreed with the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund and noted that despite adjusting some financial 
and monetary imbalances, the actual economic growth was slow and the reform process 
itself was not in line with the growth (AJ Aswaq). 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AJ Rabla 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 ^ 
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Greek athletes still bitter 
about centenary snub 


ATLANTA (R) — Greek 
athletes said Tuesday they 
were still bitter at the deci- 
sion to award the 199$ 
Olympic Gaines to Atlanta, 
in preference to Athens, 
despite official comments 
that disappointment had 
long been buried. “Of 
course it's wrong. - We're 
celebrating 100 years of the 
modem Games, so it should 
have been in Greece,” said a 
track and field athlete who 
asked not to be named. “But 
money and fizzy drinks 
have become more impor- 
tant.” 

Athens is in the race to 
host the 2004 Games and 
Gianna Angelopoulos, pres- 


ident of die committee 
organising the new bid, said 
on Friday the resentment 
bad been forgotten and the 
delegation felt “very com- 
fortable” in Atlanta. 

But the athlete and two of 
his colleagues said most of 
the Greek delegation did not 
feel the same way, believing 
the centenary of the modem 
event should be held in the 
country (hat founded it 
“Most of us are upset. It 
was in the United States 12 
years ago when Los 
Angeles was host. Why did 
it have to come back here?” 
“The Olympic stadium in 
Athens was built for gen- 
uine Olympic sports. The 


one here, after the Games, 
will become a baseball sta- 
dium.” 

“The Games should be 
held somewhere that is safe. 
The streets here are dirty, 
they ore dangerous.” 

The athlete said, however, 
the organisers of the Athens 
bid for the 1996 Games had 
been too complacent, 
assuming they would be 
awarded them by right 
“It was badly organised 
and they did not invest 
enough,” he said. 

The International 

Olympic Committee award- 
ed the centennial Games to 
Atlanta in 1990. 


Chinese 
yachtsmen 
arrive by 
bus 


SAVANNAH (R) — 

Bleary-eyed and road- 
weary, four members of the 
Chinese sailing team 
arrived in Savannah by 
Greyhound bus just before 
midnight on Monday- to 
take up residence at the 
Olympic village. 

A Chinese official said 
the yachtsmen had made 
the six-hour bus journey 
from Atlanta where the 
bulk of the Chinese 
Olympic team had arrived 
after an 11-hour charter 
flight on monday. 

“We were exhausted. 
First 11 or 12 hours on a 
plane from Beijing, then 
six hours waiting in 
Atlanta, and then a six- 
hour bus ride. It was 
awful,” said Meng Shuxia, 
the leader of the Chinese, 
sailing team. 

“We thought this was all - 
being organised in Atlanta, 
but it appears this was not 
so.” 

The problem was 
believed to have stemmed 
from confusion about 
whose responsibility it was 
to get the athletes to the 
Olympic sailing city of 
Savannah which is 400 km 
south-east of Atlanta. 

Chinese officials asked if 
their yachtsmen could be 
flown to the coast, but after 
a six-hour wait they bun- 
dled them onto a 
Greyhound bus. 

Other athletes said the 
Chinese sailors looked 
tired and hungry on arrival 
in Savannah. 

“1 don't think they had 
much money, their wages 
aren't so good.” said 
Thomas Hsoeh of the 
Chinese Taipei team, who 
had offered the use of his 
team van when it looked 
like the Chinese were not 
even going to get a ride 
from the bus station. 

An official Olympic van 
eventually collected them. 

An ACOG official in 
Savannah said it was up to 
each country to get their 
respective athletes to their 
final destination for the 
games. ACOG officials in 
charge of transport 'in 
Atlanta were unavailable 
for comment. 

Meng said there were 
nine athletes in the Chinese 
sailing squad, including 
1 989 w or/d boardsailing 
champion Li Ke who will 
contest the Mistral board- 
sailing competition. 

Li and the remaining 
members of the team have 
been training in Savannah 
for several weeks. 


Russian weightlifter 
fails dope test 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian weightlifter Yuri Myshkovets, 
European champion in the under 83 kg class, has failed a 
drug test and been barred from going to the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta, his team coach said Wednesday. 

Coach Anneo Nalbandyan told Reuters Myshkovets had 
been sent home from a training camp in podoisk, just out- 
side Moscow, after testing positive for a banned substance 
in tests ordered by the weightlifting federation after a series 
of recent doping scaodals. 

“After being burned several times before, we do not trust 
anyone, even ourselves,” Nalbandyan said. “We are very 
tougb now and decided to test everyone ” 

The positive test came as a surprise for the national fed- 
eration, he said, but Myshkovets had been sent home to his 
native st Petersburg. Further action against him will be 
decided later. 

Another Russian weightlifter, Alexei Petrov, tested posi- 
tive for anabolic steroids at the World Championships last 
November. But the 1995 triple world champion in the mid- 
heavyweight (91 kg) class won a reprieve which allowed 
him the chance to go to Atlanta after his jilted fiancee said 
she had spiked his protein-food. 


Iran bans 3 
for doping 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran has 
dropped two members of 
its judo team and a 
weightlifter from its squad 
for the Atlanta Olympic 
Games, a newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

The daily Abrar said 
Judokas Abbas Abdi and 
Mohammad Reza Tolouei 
and weightlifter Shaheen 
Nassimia were dropped 
from the Iranian squad sent 
to Atlanta after they tested 
positive for unspecified 
banned substances. 

This was the second dop- 
ing scandal in Iran's 
Olympic team which 
expelled two Greco-Roman 
wrestlers in April for simi- 
lar violations. 

This leaves 18 athletes on 
the squad, including target 
shooter Lida Fan man, 
Iran’s first woman partici- 
pant in the Olympic Gaines 
since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

Iranian newspapers have 
said that Fariman will be 
Iran's flag-bearer in the 
opening ceremony Friday. 

Other Iranian participants 
at the Games will be nine 
freestyle wrestlers, a 
Greco-Roman wrestler, 
four boxers, a judoka, a 
runner and a swimmer. 

Iran has said its women 
may compete abroad in 
only five sports — eques- 
trianism, skiing, shooting, 
chess and sports for the dis- 
abled — because other dis- 
ciplines make them violate 
the country's Islamic dress 
code. 

Iran won one silver 
medal and two bronze 
medals in freestyle 
wrestling at the 1992 
Olympics in Barcelona. 


Ukrainian Olympic gymnast Lilia Podkopayeva practices her routine on the 
uneven bars as her teammates and coaches look on in the Georgia Dome. 
Podkopayeva, one of the favourites to win the all-around competition at the 
games, was the individual all-around World Champion in 1995 (Reuters 
photo) 
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Injury 
forces Graf, 
Sampras out 
of Games 


BONN (R) — World number 
one Steffi Graf has pulled out 
of the German team for the 
Olympic Games in Atlanta 
because of a knee injury, the 
German Tennis Federation 
(DTB) said Tuesday. 

"Steffi Graf, who was look- 
ing forward to her fourth 
Olympic Games, has had to 
withdraw from the Olympics 
in Atlanta,” the DTB said in a 
statement 

The DTB said a medical 
examination had revealed a 
problem with Grafs knee 
ligaments and hei Joctur had 
advised her to take a break of 
several weeks from training 
and competitive tennis. 

Men's top seed Pete 
Sampras also pulled out of 
the Olympic Games suffering 
from a strained right Achilles 
tendon, the U.S. Tennis 
Association said Tuesday. 

“This is a very unfortunate 
time to suffer an injury," 
Sampras said in a statement 
issued by the USTA. “After I 
lost at Wimbledon I was 
determined to malm up for it 
by winning a gold medaL Fm 
very disappointed.” 

Graf first complained of 
knee problems last month, 
forcing her to pull out. of the 
Eastbourne tournament in the 
build-up to Wimbledon. 

The withdrawal is a bitter 
blow for the German, who 
appeared to have shrugged 
off the injury to win her sev- 
enth Wimbledon singles title, 
and to be putting her off- 
court problems behind her. 

Graf took part in die 1984 
Los Angeles Olympics, 
where tennis was a demon- 
stration sport, won in Seoul 
in 1988 and took the silver 
medal in Barcelona four 
years ago. 
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Top official promises clean Games 


ATLANTA (R) — Once a haven of steroid-abuse, weightlift- 
ing has cleaned up its anti-doping act and is now a model for 
other sports to*foDdw,'tiie1iead of the sport's governing body 
said Tuesday. u 

Tanas Ajari said his Internatiomtl Weightlifting Federation 
(IWF) had done all it could to ensure that the Atlanta Games 
would not see any repeat of the 1988 Seoul Olympics, when 
five lifters failed drugs tests, including three medallists. 

“We have a very strict checking programme. We now spend 
four or five times as much on anti-doping measures as we 
did, say, five years ago," he said. 

Alone among all die sports in Atlanta, weightlifting will 
make every competitor take a drugs test five days before their 
event and courier the samples daily to die IOC-accredited 
drags laboratory in Cologne. 

Of all the athletes in Atlanta, lifters should be best 
acquainted with the super-sensitive detection apparatus mak- 
ing its Olympic debut here, because the technology was pio- 
neered in the cologne laboratory where the IWF sends its 
samples. 


Last year 64 weightlifters tested positive, 56 of them after 
tests were conducted in Cologne. In 1994, before the new 
equipment was used, there were just 17 positive tests.' - 

Life bans are still mandatory, although from next year there 
will be a two-year ban for a first offence in line with IOC 
policy. 

Whether the sport really has cleaned up or the lifters have 
become better at fooling the testers, high-profile cases have 
been few and far between in recent years. 

There was many a nod and a wink from sports fans when 
Russia’s 91 kg world champion AJexei Petrov was stripped 
of his title after testing positive for anabolic steroids at the 
world championships last November. But his life ban was 
squashed after his jilted lover, a medical student, confessed 
to spiking his protein-food in revenge just before the compe- 
tition. 

If 10 days of Olympic competition can produce the same 
happy ending, Ajan will be no less content than Petrov. 



Members of Japan’s synchronized swimming team practice their routine during a training session. The centenni- 
al Olympic Games open July 19 (Reuters photo) 


Pound 
faces 
Kumar 
in IOC 
elections 


ATLANTA (R) — 

International Olympic 
committee marketing chief 
Dick Pound, a Canadian 
lawyer, faces a challenge 
from India's Ashwini 
Kumar in elections on 
Wednesday for a vacant 
post as IOC vice-president. 

Both men are coining to 
the end of their four-year 
terms on tbe 10-strong 
executive board but could 
stay on if they are elected 
to replace Vice-President 
Kim Un-Yong of South 
Korea, whose terra is also 
expiring. 

IOC President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, who 
has headed the organisation 
for exactly 16 years, is 
widely expected to seek 
another term next year after 
winning a battle last year to 
push the age limit up to 78. 
Samaranch is 76 Thursday. 

Pound is credited with 
negotiating a series of 
lucrative television rights 
and sponsorship deals 
which have boosted die: 
coffers of the Olympic 
movement, but he does not 
enjoy great personal sup- 
port. 

There are four candidates 
for the two seats to be 
vacated by Pound and 
Kumaj — Germany’s 
Thomas Bach, Ivan Dibos 
of Peru, Chihara Igaya of 
Japan and Willi 
Kaltschmitt of Guatemala. 


Cheats continue to 
out-run the testers 


ATLANTA (R) — Four years ago, a little-known 
sprinter with no chance of a medal, tested positive for 
an anabolic steroid before the start of die Barcelona 
Olympic track programme. 

On Monday, another little-known sprinter, also with 
zero medal prospects, went one better by testing posi- 
tive before the Atlanta Games had even opened. 

Briton Jason Livingston, sent home from Barcelona 
in disgrace after testing positive for methandianone, 
was eligible to compete this month after completing a 
four-year ban. 

Now Dean Copobianco faces a similar suspension 
after a positive test for stanozolol and, if the sentence is 
confirmed, will not be able to compete until 2000, tbe 
year of the Sydney Olympics in his native Australia. 

The link goes forther, although in this instance the 
cheat was a household name. 

At the 1988 Seoul Olympics Ben Johnson, fuelled by 
stanozolol, set a world record in the 100 metres final 
before he too tested positive in the biggest scandal in 
games history. 

On Tuesday, the International Olympic Committee 
assembled a quartet of doping experts, who will help 
ran the Atlanta Games drugs testing, to explain their 
methods. 

Atlanta laboratory director Bany Sample described 
the new technology as a “dream team of drug testing 

Sample said high resolution technology was capable, 
of detecting steroids use going back up to 18 months, 
which should effectively make them worthless. 

But, as IOC Medical Commission member Jortfi 
Segura admitted, steroids are no longer the problem. 

Even in 1988 stanozoiol was not regarded as a state- 
of-the-art drag and Johnson, in fact, was given it by 
mistake instead of a more effective potion. 

These days it is openly regarded in athletics circles as 
the choice of an athlete who can not afford anything 
better. 

Leading athletes, many now miliionaires, can afford 
to buy the latest designer drugs such as human growth 
hormone and erythropoietin (EPO), the synthetic 
equivalent of blood doping. 

And there have been rumours that sprinters are con- 
cealing tiny doses of strychnine in their mouth then 
swallowing them on the blocks in an effort to get an 
even faster start. 

Steroid users may well be in danger at Atlanta. But it 
is crystal clear that the cheats and their chemists are 
still several steps ahead of the testers. 

As Segura acknowledged: “Cheaters are becoming 
more sophisticated.” 
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Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 



BRAVEHEART 
winner of 6 Academy 
Awards 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 


Layla Elwi.Jn 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 

Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy Awards 

Shows: 1:00, ^00,8:30 _ 

"”c ONCORII “2” ” 
BRAVEHEART 

Shows; 3:30, 630. 9:30 (film duration-3 hours) 




Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Ev> 



PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Italy risk ban over doping row 
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Tbe International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) ic 

after . she tested Positive for the banned 
stimulant ephedrine twice in May 

“In the worst case the IAAF could suspend the federa- 
oou” one source said. “The IAAF has said itexLc^The 
Italian federation FTDAL to respect IAAF rules ” 

in A S a T w ° uld “« ^ect Italian athletes competing 

St^HSliSnf **“• G ^ mes under ^ controI of the 

International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

But it could have an impact on Italians aiming for big 
prize money on the Grand Prix circuit run by tbe sport’s 
governing body. ^ 

B jS“ qua ’ among the top six women’s jumpers in the 
world this season, claims she took ephedrine by mistake in 
an over-the-counter Chinese herbal medicine which she 
bought to lose weight. 

HDAL says it cleared her under a new IOC directive 
which allows countries to be lenient on athletes who are 
found to have taken the stimulant in error. 

But one source said: The rule has not been changed,” 


Bevilacqua tested positive at a domestic meeting in Milan 
on May 4 when she jumped her best of the season of 1.98 
metres. That performance put her among the world's top 
jumpers and made her a medal contender for Atlanta. 

The Italian then tested positive again for the substance at 
another meeting in Bologna later in the month. 

Under IAAF rules she should be suspended from tbe date 
of the first test until August 4, ruling her out of the games. 

The case may prove to be controversial at a time when 
officials want to be seen to be tough on drugs. The IOC 
seems set for a row with the chiefs of the IAAF — headed, 
ironically, by Italian Prirao Nebiolo. 

Bevilacqua is unlikely to bear whether she can compete 
in Atlanta until July 25, the day before the start of the ath- 
letics programme, when tbe the IAAF is due to hold a meet- 
ing of its ruling council. 

The women’s high jump, however, is not due to. take 
place until the last few days of the track and field pro- 
gramme. 

The abuse of ephedrine is nebulous since athletes have 
claimed they were using the drug as a cold cure. There is 
evidence it is abused as an anorexic agent by gymnasts. 
Bevilacqua took tbe medicine to dampen her love of 
sweets. 
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Cuban high jump world record-holder Javier Sotomayor(centre) jokes with track-and-field teammates 
as they pose with the Olympic mascot, Jzxy at the Welcome Center in Hartsfield International Airport 
in Atlanta. Thousands of athletes are being processed through the Welcome Center, where they 
received their accreditations (Reuters photo) 


FOR SALE 

1991 Toyota Previa, excellent 
condition, full automatic. Duty unpaid. 

Call Adam: 859304 


DELUXE SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Ground floor wfth garden, garage & telephone. 3 bedrooms (one 
master), 3 bathrooms. 3 balconies (one terrace). Living, dining 
sitting all open space-300 sq.m. Could be used as a regional office. 
Also a first floor apartment (semi-villa) with the same 
specrfications-300 sq.m. Location: Excellent in Shmeisani, 
Opposite DAROTEL 

Please contact owner at Tel: 605480 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. and 5-8 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fourth Circle, ground floor, 2 bedrooms, dining 
room, sitting room, living room, closed veranda, sep- 
arate garden, garage, telephone, central heating, 
solar system. 

Please call 642786 


VILLA FOR RENT 


Two-storey villa of 400 sq.m., fully furnished 
with superb American furniture. 

Location: Opposite A1 Hussein Medical Centre. 

'v Call for detai ls Tel.: 863221 / 

FOR RENT 

Spacious 3-bedroom fumished/unfumished apart- 
ment with garden and telephone in a quite neigh- 
bourhood near the 3rd Circle in Jabal Amman. 

Tel. 672846 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 


Located at 8th circle, AJ Jandaweel, ground floor of a two storey 
building with Private Garden, Garage and Telephone. 

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, sitting and dining room, fully 
furnished kitchen, and central heating. 


PLEASE CONTACT 826902 



FOR RENT 
FURNISHED 
APARTMENT 


Fully furnished ground floor apartmenL 
Two-bedrooms, spacious dining/living 
room, garden, telephone, independent 
heathing / electricity /water, 2 bathroom. 
All electric appliances. 

Location: Shmeisani. Tyche Hotel St No. 57, 
For inquiries please call tel. No. 
635121 or 692970 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

200 m. from Goethe Institute, 3rd Circle, Jabal 
Amman, Abdul Munem El Rifai Street, fully 
furnished 2 bedrooms ground floor apartment 
with terrace overlooking a very relaxing and 
nice garden in villa Dr. George Sfeir No. 16. 

If interested, please call 641515. 
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On the occasion of Germany winning the European 
Tun ’96 Forte Grand Amman Hotel presented a cake 
gL King™, by In^d Uedgens (First Secre- 
tary) of the German Embassy, Amman. 
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Boginskaya 
wants fun 
Olympic 
farewell 


ATLANTA (R) — Svetlana 
Boginskaya, elegant 
grande dame of women's 
gymnastics at the advanced 
age of 23, has one goal as 
she prepares to compete in 
her third Olympics. 

“I just want to have fun 
for once in my life in gym- 
nastics,” Boginskaya said 
after practising her com- 
pulsory routines in a 
women’s training session 
that drew more than 22.000 
spectators at the Georgia 
Dome Tuesday. 

The last to leave the podi- 
um after her final rotation 
on tbe beam, Boginskaya 
won a standing ovation 
from the crowd as she 
made her way out. The 
once-icy Belarussian 
responded with waves and 
smiles. 

Medals are not her prima- 
ry concern, insists Bogin- 
skaya, whose trophy case 
includes team golds from 
the 1988 and 1992 
Olympics and the 1989 and 
1991 World Champi- 
onships, and the individual 
gold from the Stuttgart 
world championships in 
1989. 

Tm not going for tbe 
medals. I just want to have 
fun,” she said with a smile, 
but it was clear tbe champi- 
on still relished die chance 
to compete. 

Graceful yet still power- 
ful in her routines, the 
green-eyed veteran from 
Minsk said she has sur- 
prised herself by growing 
as a gymnast since return- 
ing to competition 18 
months ago. 

“Gymnastics now is so 
much more difficult. Every 
year it gets more difficult,” 
she said about the tricks 
and combinations demand- 
ed at the highest level of 
the sport 

“I didn’t believe iC'but 
I’m learning new skills. 
I’m doing more difficult 
routines than in 1992." At 
tbe 1992 games in 
Barcelona, Boginskaya dis- 
missed critics who said she 
was past her prime by lead- 
ing the Commonwealth of 
Independent States to the 
team gold, scoring nothing 
less than 9.862 on the four 
apparatus in the optional 
exercises. 

Boginskaya quit gymnas- 
tics after Barcelona and 
stayed away for two and a 
half years before deciding 
to prepare for a final fling 
in Alanta. 

“Now I feel sort of sorry 
about it,” she said. “If I had 
not stopped I’d be much 
better now.” After finish- 
ing a dismal 16th at last 
year’s world champi- 
onships at sabae, Japan, 
Boginskaya continued to 
train hard and arrived in 
Atlanta three kg (seven lb) 
lighter and far more confi- 
dent. 

“I’m doing well in all 
four of the events. They are 
okay, so I’ll just have to 
make it happen,” said 
Boginskaya, who showed 
her progress with silver at 
the European Champi- 
onships. 

Boginskaya expects to 
settle in Boston and contin- 
ue her life in gymnastics 
through coaching after her 
Atlanta farewell. 
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Agassi rebounds from 
Wimbledon upset 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Top seed Andre Agassi, 
looking to rebound from his 
disastrous first-round loss 
at Wimbledon, won his 
opening match at the Legg 
Mason Classic tennis tour- 
nament in convincing fash- 
ion Tuesday. 

Agassi, the defending 
champion and a three-time 
winner of this event, 
pounded his way to a 71- 
minute, 7-6 6-3 sefcond- 
round victory over Dutch- 
man Jacco Eltingh. 

“1 thought I played well 
against a good pluyer,” said 
Agassi, who received a 
first-round bye. “That was 
as tough a match as you can 
get in the first round. Elt- 
ingh served incredibly 
well” 

Two seeds suffered first- 
round losses in the first 
event of tbe U.S. summer 
hardcourt season. American 
qualifier Wade McGuire 
picked off lOth-seeded 
Spaniard Carlos Costa 6-4 . 
7-6 and - Venezuela’s Nico- 
las Pereira bounced 11th- 
seeded Czech Daniel Vhcek 


6-3 6-3. 

But Agassi, who had 
played just five matches in 
the last three and a half 
months, losing three, 
appeared to be back on 
track for the moment. 

“My concentration was a 
little stronger than it has 
been,” admitted Agassi, 
who went out in the French 
Open second round. 

“I didn’t want to go to the 
Olympics off so few match- 
es and I’ve always looked 
to Washington to be the 
start of my summer sea- 
son.” 

It was here last year that 
Agassi began a 26-match 
winning streak that took 
him all the way to the U.S. 
Open final, picking up four 
titles along the way. 

. He opened strong again 
by breaking Eltingh in the 
first game. But the Dutch- 
man dropped just two 
points on his serve in the 
rest of the first set, broke 
Agassi in the eighth game 
and came within two points 
of taking the set. 

Agassi then broke out the 


heavy artillery. He forced 
the tie-break and stormed 
through it, winning 7-1 
with the help of an ace, two 
blistering return winners 
and a couple of blazing 
passing shots. 

“Except for a couple of 
mental lapses. 1 began to 
feel the same way I did 
when I got rolling last 
year,” said Agassi, who 
next plays 15th-seeded 
Australian Patrick Rafter. 

Rafter, a semifinalist here 
last year, moved into the 
third round with a 6-2 6-2 
win over Portugal’s Joao 
Cunha-Silva. 

Agassi said he was feel- 
ing a bit of added Olympic 
pressure with the news that 
world number one Pete 
Sampras had pulled out of 
the U.S. team with an 
injury. 

“Pete gave us a great shot 
at a gold medal,” he said. “1 
think it is critical for the 
team members to all medal. 

“We can still do it but it 
will be tough." 


Heat forces organisers to play safe 


ATLANTA (R) — Geor- 
gia’s beat and sapping 
humidity may yet force 
Olympic equestrian organ- 
isers to cancel or curtail the 
cross-country section of the 
three-day event if it could 
endanger either horses or 
riders. 

Temperatures have yet to 
hit the forecast heights but 
Hugh Thomas. tbe 
International Equestrian 
Federation's (FEI) Techni- 
cal delegate, admitted on 
Tuesday a change in the 
weather could still affect 
the schedule. 

The humane society of 
the United States has 
already called for the event 
to be be cancelled, despite a 
range ^ of measures to pre- 
vent the horses dehydrat- 
ing. 


More than one million 
dollars of research funds 
have been spent attempting 
to ensure the climatic con- 
ditions do not turn the com- 
petition into a worrying test 
of endurance. 

The cross-country sec- 
tions will start at 6:45 am, 
misting fans will be placed 
around the venue and 80 
vets will be on hand. 

The cross-country course 


has also been designed so 
that two 600 metre loops 
can be omitted if the heat is 
too severe, reducing the 
length of the course by 
around 20 per cent. 

Dr. Leo Jeffcott of the for- 
eign veterinary delegation says 
the well-being of the horses, 
who sweat at two or three 
times the rate of humans, will 
be placed before all other con- 
siderations. 


Unfurnished Flat for Rent 


Space 265 sq.m., 4 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, 2 balconies, minimum 
contract 3 years. Annual rent JD 7,000. 
. . Um Uthainah Tel: 602810 
(Foreigners only) 







JERASH FESTIVAL 
FOR CULTURE AND ARTS 

AND 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC 
CONSEVATORY 
present an 

EVENING OF GRAND MUSIC 
AND FIREWORKS 
(ISO musicians) 

Ho * down from Rodeo 
Symphony No. 2 by Walter Ptaon 
Dances of Gafanca 
Aida Triumphal March and Ballet 
and Grand Finale 

1812 Overture 
Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 

conductor: Joseph Primaveni 

with the Orchestra of the 
National Music Conservatory 

and Jordan Armed Forces Band 

Monday. 22 July 1996 - Et30 p.m. 
South Theatre -Jerash 

Ticket Price: JD 5 

Tickets avaflable at 

- Artisana. teL 647858 

- Alahlia Abela Superstore, teL 68848 1 

- Afisar Flowers, teL 827695 

- BaUche. ceL 661322 

- Cafie Moka. teL 856285 

- Characters. teL 079-27106 

• Freddy lor Music, teL 692696 

- Music Box. teL 815745 

- Romero. teL 644227 

- National Musk: Conservatory, tel. 667620 



UMjMd[CuiJ9i 

rient Express Ltd. 


Vienna for JD 21 0 « 

This is a special invitation to the 
members of the Austrian and 
German communities in Jordan to 
fly nonstop Amman - Vienna July 27 
and return Vienna - Amman August 
4 at the unbeatable fare of JD 210 . 

For reservation , please call 
Orient Express for Travel & Toursim 
3 Tel. 602460 - 698858 
g 698969 - 704340 - 704341 



Qualifications required: 

* A graduate with good background in Office 
Management & Organizational Stalls-. 

* A good medical background . 

* Computer Skills . 

* Communication Skills . 

* Fluency in English & Arabic required . 

* Self-motivated, pleasant personality , 
dynamic male or female applicants . 

Compensation : 

| An attractive remuneration package with good 
career advancement prospects for the right 
candidate . 
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Snags delay Hizbollah-Israel prisoner swap 


BEIRUT (APj — Gennan 
security officials Wednesday 
began examining the remains 
of two Israeli soldiers, killed 
by Hizbollah guerrillas, that 
will be swapped for about 
200 Shiite Muslims held by 
Israel, government sources 
said 

They said verification of 
the remains would seal the 
exchange negotiated over 
three months of secret talks 
in the Middle East by Bemd 
Schmidbauer, Gennan 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
intelligence advisor. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
refused to say where the 
remains of Rahamim 
Al sheikh and American-born 
Yusef Fink were being exam- 
ined. But they said the 
process got under way late 
Wednesday. 

The six-man Gennan team, 
including a coroner and 
forensic expert carrying 
Israeli army dental charts and 
other records of the missing 
Israelis, flew in at mid-after- 
noon aboard a chartered jet. 

Last-minute snags bad 
delayed the swap that had 
been set to take place for 
noon (0900 GMT). The 
sources said the operation 
was now expected to be com- 
pleted during the night or 
sometime Thursday. 

Lebanese authorities 
banned newsmen and pho- 
tographers from approaching 
the Germans or filming their 
arrival. 

Mr. Schmidbauer was in 
Damascus discussing the 
exchange with leaders of die 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah, or 
Party of God, as well as 
Syrian and Lebanese offi- - 
cials, the sources reported. 

In Israel, Foreigo Minister 
David Levy said he was 
more hopeful than in the past 
that the exchange will take 
place. 

‘There are things that until 
the last moment — and we 



IJO voices support of 
Palestinian journalists 
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Israeli soldiers prepare a plain wooden coffin to receive the body of a Lebanese guerrilla Wednesday (Reuters photo) 


have learned this from past 
experience — can suddenly 
change, but there's certainly 
room for more optimism,” he 
told Israeli Army Radio. 

The station quoted former 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres as confirming 
that negotiations over the 
projected swap have been 
under way since April 
between Hizbollah and Israel 
through Gennan mediation. 

4 T spoke about this with 
Chancellor Kohl'’ after the 
16-day Israeli bombing blitz 
of Hizbollah strongholds in 
Lebanon that was halted by a 
U.S.-brokered cease-fire 
April 27, Mr. Peres was quot- 
ed as saying. 

Hizbollah, a Shiite move- 


Iraq celebrates revolution 

Saddam Hussein 
assails Arab leaders 


BAGHDAD (R) — 

President Saddam Hussein 
on Wednesday denounced 
Arab leaders as “lowly 
lackeys" of foreigners for 
excluding his country from 
a summit they held last 
month in Cairo on Middle 
East peace. 

President Saddam’s fiery 
speech, contained in a 90- 
minute address broadcast 
live from state radio and 
television, also accused the 
United States of trying to 
use the U.N. Security 
Council as a “cover for its 
disgusting policies". 

lire United States, which 
led the war that ousted Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait in 1991 
after seven months of occu- 
pation, takes a tough stance 
on retaining U.N. sanctions 
on Iraq. 

In President Saddam's 
speech marking the July 17 
revolution that brought his 
mluig Baath Party to power 
28 years ago, he said the 
Arab leaders meeting in 
Cairo were “oppor- 
tunists. ..who adopted 
humiliating attitudes.” 

“Some Arab leaders met, 
some of them without any 
prejudice, in Cairo...The 
wicked converted there to 
be not only against the Iraqi 
people but against all Arab 
liberals, tbeir aspirations 
and meanings,” President 
Saddam said. 

During his speech Iraqi 
artillery fired a 21-gun 
salute to the revolution, 
which the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriya 
described “as the miracle of 
the twentieth century.” 

Loudspeakers in Baghdad 
broadcast anthems in praise 
of the president and the 
Baath Party and several 
hundred people marched in 
Baghdad carrying banners 
and portraits of President 
Saddam. 

In their June summit in 
Cairo, the Arab leaders 
affirmed their commitment 
to “preserve the unity of 
Iraq” and also demanded 
that Iraq “commit itself not 
to adopt any aggressive 
policies designed to pro- 
voke its Arab neighbours” 
and to implement relevant 


ILN. Security Council reso- 
lutions. 

President Saddam said the 
removal of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions, imposed for Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
was the means “to serve sta- 
bility in the region and die 
world-lifting of embargo is 
a priority need for our peo- 
ple.” 

“Those who called on Iraq 
to give up aggression 
against its neighbours must 
have forgotten—tbat Iraq is 
coming every day under 
aggression by them and 
their masters...Tbey have 
forgotten how thousands of 
children, the elderly and 
women die because of the 
embargo which they 
imposed or adopted after it 
was decided by their mas- 
ter.” 

“In Cairo they turned 
inro...lowly lackeys.. .There 
met those who have learned 
nothing from the lessons of 
life... those who do not 
belong to this nation and 
are not ashamed of what 
they do...,” President 
Saddam said. 

The president said Arab 
leaders accepting the pres- 
ence of foreign troops on 
their soil were “traitors". 

Alluding to Saudi Arabia, 
where U.S. troops have 
been basecl since the Gulf 
crisis, he said they were 
“insulting the nation's 
holies (by) bringing foreign 
troops to the land of 
Arabs..." 

He said “salvation” for 
the Arab Nation would not 
come without getting rid of 
such rulers. 

President Saddam also 
criticised the United States, 
saying Washington had 
tried to force Baghdad to 
accept conditions violating 
its sovereignty and national 
security. 

President Saddam made 
no mention of the oil-for- 
food deal with the United 
Nations signed on May 20, 
which allows Iraq to sell a 
limited amount of oil and 
buy much-needed humani- 
tarian goods while United 
Nations sanctions remain in 
place. 


meat fighting to drive Israel 
out of the border zone it 
occupies in South Lebanon, 
has long admitted holding 
the re mains of Alsheikh and 
Fink. 

It has pledged to hand them 
over in exchange for some 
200 prisoners held at the 
Khiam jail in Israel’s so- 
called “security zone” along 
with two Shiite leaders, 
Sheik Abdul Karim Obcid 
and Mustafa Dirani. held in 
Israel, the sources reported. 

Under the deal, Israel 
would also repatriate the 
remains of several guerrillas 
killed in foe security zone. 
They are buried in a ceme- 
tery on foe western tip of foe 
Israeli-occupied Golan 


Heights. 

Beirut’s Future Television, 
owned by Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri, showed Israelis 
exhuming some 14 guerrilla 
bodies from Gadot Cemetery 
in n orthern Israel and taking 
them away in wooden cas- 
kets. The station did not say 
how it obtained the footage. 

Alsheikh and Fink were 
wounded and captured by 
Hizbollah in a 1986 ambush 
in South Lebanon and report- 
edly died in captivity. 

Israel said it would not free 
Mr. Obeid and Mr. Dirani 
unless it obtains firm word 
on foe fate of CapL Ron 
Arad, an air force navigator. 

Arad’s F-4 Phantom was 
shot down over South 


Lebanon on OcL 17, 1986. 
Israel contends he is held by 
Iran. Hizbollah ’s patron. 

Mr. Obeid was kidnapped 
from his South Lebanon 
home by Israeli commandos 
in 1989. Mr. Dirani from foe 
Bekaa Valley in a similar 
operation in 1994. Both were 
apparently abducted in con- 
nection with Israeli efforts to 
determine foe fate of missing 
servicemen. 

In addition to Arad, Fink 
and Alsheikh, three other 
Israeli servicemen, Zecharia 
Baumel. Zvi Feldman and 
Yehuda Katz, disappeared 
June 11. 1982, foe fifth day 
of Israel’s invasion of 
Lebanon. Israeli officials 
believe they are dead 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 
International Journalists 
Organisation (UO) has 
urged Israel to lift restric- 
tions imposed on 
Pales tinian journalists and 

end foe blockade imposed 
on foe Palestinian territo- 
ries. 

The UO’s executive com- 
mittee, meeting in Hanoi, 
Vietnam, earlier this week, 
said that it folly supports 
the struggle of the 
Palestinian journalists in 
foe face of Israeli repressive 
measures. 

UO President Suleiman 
Qudah said upon returning 
to Amman Wednesday that 
foe UO’s executive com- 
mittee has also voiced its 
support for the Algerian 
journalists and called for 
their protection, condemn- 
ing all attempts to threaten 
their lives. “The UO is 
demanding that all mea- 
sures preventing Algerian 
journalists from exercising 
their missions be halted,” 
said Mr Qudah . 

The committee has decid- 
ed to set up a research, 
information and studies 
centre to deal with prob- 
lems facing journalists in 
Eastern Asia, said Mr. 


Qudah, who added that foe 
centre will be based in 
Manila, capital of the 
Philippines. 

He said that the commit- 
tee entrusted the UO presi- 
dent, foe organisation's sec- 
retary general and its trea- 
surer with die task of con- 
ducting a study on the 
organisation’s financial 
conditions and its invest- 
ments, currently estimated 
at $6 million in various 
parts of the world. The 
three UO officials were 
given foe power to re-invest 
the funds in fields that 
might benefit the associa- 
tion and its members. 

The executive committee 
decided to hold a confer- 
ence in cooperation with 
the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific And 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) to study the 
professional conditions of 
journalists. No date for the 
conference has yet been 
fixed, according to Mr. 
Qudah, who serves as chief 
editor of Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily and who recently 
ended two terms as head of 
the Jordan Press 
Association. 

The Prague-based UO 
which groups 350,000 jour- 
nalists is recognised by the 
United Nations. 


Libya threatens death for 
drugs, currency crimes 


NATIONAL BIRD 

I" ' 1 - - " 

A Royal Decree was issued last 
week naming the Sinai rosefmch 
as Jordan’s national bird. The 
Sinai rosefinch male has a pink 
body, dark pink head, brown tail 
and wings, mottled underparts 
and the female has a light brown 
colour. The bird lives in the sandy 
and rocky deserts. Breeds in 
Petra, Wadi Rom, Wadi Araba, 
Aqaba and other southern parts 
of the Kingdom. It feeds mainly 
on seeds, leaves, buds, flowers 
! and fruits and nests in rock defts. 
j It lays 4-5 eggs and incubates for 
| about 14 days (Photo courtesy of 
j Arslan Ramadan, the author of 
| Birds of Jordan) 



CAIRO (AP) — Libya has 
warned that anyone profiting 
from 4-year-old U.N. sanc- 
tions could be put go death in 
a sign of growing anxiety 
over economic problems in 
the country. 

An announcement broad- 
cast by Libyan Television 
also warned that people con- 
victed of alcohol, drags and 
currency crimes would face 
the death penalty under laws 
which went into effect 


The North African country, 
still wealthy from oil 
exports, has witnessed a 
growing gap between rich 
and poor. 

Libyan officials long 
looked foe other way as mer- 
chants traded sought-after 
dollars on foe black market. 
Meanwhile, a booming pri- 
vate sector has made expen- 
sive imports available to foe 
rich, while many in Libya 
still rely on government-sub- 
sidised food. 

Under the laws, anyone 
possessing, producing or 
dealing in drugs faces sen- 
tences ranging from impris- 
onment and a fine to execu- 
tion, “depending on foe seri- 
ousness of foe crime,” said 


the announcement Tuesday 
night, which was monitored 
by foe British Broadcasting 
Corp. 

The same penalties were 
decreed for “anyone who 
produces, trades in, drinks, 
handles, possesses, keeps, 
offers, gives or deals in alco- 
holic drinks or obtains them 
from a foreign party.” 

Anyone sending Libyan 
dinars "abroad or" violating 
rales in trading foreign cur- 
rency could face die death 
penalty, it said. 

Those found guilty of 
speculating in food, clothing, 
housing and transport could 
be put to death, it said. That 
was an apparent reference to 
trading in subsidised goods, 
which has burgeoned under 
U.N. sanctions imposed in 
1992. 

Those sanctions are 
designed to face Libya to 
surrender two Libyan men 
sought in the 1988 bombing 
of Pan Am flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, that 
killed 270 people. The sanc- 
tions ban international air 
travel to Libya and the sale 
of some oil-drilling equip- 
ment 


Albright 
arrives in 
Cyprus for 
‘big push’ 


LARNACA, Cyprus (R) — 
U.S. envoy Madeleine 
Albright arrived in Cyprus, on 
Wednesday to spearhead a 
new effort to reunite the 
divided island. 

Ms. Albrigbt accompanied 
by foe U.S. presidential 
envoy for Cyprus Richard 
Beattie, revealed little about 
her plans when she arrived on 
a U.S. airforce plane at 

T .‘imara. 

“No, m talk to you later, 
thank you,” she said to 
reporters asking what propos- 
als she brought with her. 
“We’ll discuss them with foe 
appropriate people” 

“I just want to say I am real- 
ly glad to be here,” she added. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkey invaded foe 
northern foirdof foe island in 
July 1974 afro- a short-lived 
Greek Cypriot coup engi- 
neered by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

International mediation 
attempts to reunite the island 
as a bicommunal federated 
state have foiled to yield any 
result 

At least 30,000 Turkish 
troops remain in a northern 
enclave which declared inde- 
pendence as a Turkish 
Cypriot state in 1983. The 
breakaway state is recognised 
only by Ankara. 


Lifting subsidies would affect people 
with limited income, society warns 


By Samir Hyjavi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 
Jordanian Consumer 
Protection Society (JCPS) 
has warned that lifting of 
subsidies on basic com- 
modities would harshly 
affect foe limited-income 
groups whose monthly 
income does not exceed ID 
150. 

The warning followed the 
publication of the results of 
a JCPS survey ' conducted 
on a sample of 1,794 peo- 
ple of different age groups 


picked up from around foe 
country under the supervi- 
sion of Society President 
Mohammad Obeidat 
The survey which sought 
to find out amounts spent 
each month on basic and 
subsidised foodstuffs — 
like bread, sugar, rice and 
powdered milk — said 
should foe government end 
the subsidy, the low- 
income groups will be hard 
bit, noting that such a move 
would raise the cost of liv- 
ing by 16.5 per cent for 
those families whose 
monthly income does not 


exceed JD 100 a month and 
by 14.6 per cent for those 
earning JD 100 to JD 150 . 

The survey showed that 
families earning up to JD 
300 will face an additional 
cost of living burden esti- 
mated at 7 per cent 

The survey said that the 
lifting of subsidies on basic 
commodities will result in 
doubling their prices in foe 
market which means that 
family allocations for them 
will also double, forcing 
the JD 1 00- a- mo nth -sal ary 
group to allocate around 33 
per cent of their income to 


secure these basic food- 
stuffs 

The survey also showed 
that 5.7 per cent of 
Jordanian families earn less 
than JD 100 a month, and 
that 20.1 per cent of fami- 
lies earn JD 100-JD 149 a 
month. 

It further disclosed that 
37 3 per cent of Jordanians 
live in rented homes, not- 
ing that 5.4 per cent of 
Jordanian families consist 
of two members, 10.5 per 
cent three members, and 
four per cent of families 
consist of II members. 


NATO says all options open on Karadzic 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO’s 
military and political leader- 
ship. resolutely defending 
•their mission in Bosnia, 
declined on Wednesday to rule 
out action to detain Bosnian 
Seri) leader Radovan Karadzic 
if current diplomatic efforts 
foil. 

“All options are open. -The 
toad between foe Hague and 
Pale is getting shorter, shorter, 
and shorter,” NATO 
Secretary-General Javier 
Solana tokl reporters. 

He added this was a critical 
moment for foe future of the 
Bosnian peace process, but 
said foe diplomatic process 
had not been exhausted. 

“In the lari few days there 


has been enormous diplomatic 
activity_.We are putting all foe 
pressure possible on foe par- 
ties to comply with Dayton.” 
he said in reference to foe 
arrival back in the Balkans of 
U.S. envoy Richard 
Holbrooke. 

NATO’s commander in 
Bosnia Admiral Leighton 
Smith said any military action 
against Me Karadzic or his 
military sidekick Ratko 
Mladic would be a “high-risk 
venture", but was within his 
force’s capability. 

“It Is not going to be like 
knocking on the door and 
delivering a warranL..(but) 
Western armies follow 
orders," be said. 


Both men, joined by 
NATO's supreme allied com- 
mander in Europe General 
George Joulwan, were 
addressing a news conference 
following a short ceremony to 
pay tribute to Adm. Smith who 
retires at tiie aid of the month. 

Their comments came as 
Mr. Holbrooke, summoned 
from Wall Street to uy to save 
the Dayton peace accords he 
himself brokered, supped up 
efforts to push Me Karadzic 
out of political life. 

Adm. Smith, who was 
awarded a medal for his work 
in overseeing the biggest 
ground operation in Europe 
since the end of World War n, 
rejected suggestions failure to 


arraign war criminals was a 
“black mark” against foe 
60,000-strong mission. 

“I do not accept tbere is a 
black mark on our mission. 
Oor job is not to arrest 
them.. .We can and we will 
detain them.” he told 
reporters. 

He added that Peace 
Implementation Force (IFOR ) 
troops would not be intimidat- 
ed by threats from Bosnian 
Sabs to take hostages if the 
military try to snatch Mr. 
Karadzic. 

Under Dayton. Mr. Karadzic 
and Mr. Mladic were sup- 
posed to have been handed 
over to foe international war 
crimes tribunal at the Hague. 


Cypriot jailed for 
claiming benefit of 
dead son 

NICOSIA (R) — A Cypriot 
court jailed a man for con- 
cealing foe death of his 
three-year-old son in order 
to continue receiving state 
benefits, foe Greek Cypriot 
press reported Wednesday. 
A Nicosia district court 
jailed 30-year-old con- 
struction worker Angelos 
Pavlou Tuesday for three 
months for hiding the death 
of his mentally and physi- 
cally handicapped sou 
from foe authorities while 
receiving a sickness benefit 
for over a year. District 
Court Judge Effoymia 
Kolatsi described Mr. 
Pavlou as “ruthless” for 
exploiting his son, Alifoia 
newspaper reported Mr. 
Pavlou had Collected 1,913 
pounds ($4,075) in benefits 
since foe child’s death. 

Diamond windfall 
for Canadian 
woman 

VANCOUVER, British 
Columbia (R) — A Cana- 
dian woman who bought 
what she thought was a 
cheap costume ring ended 
up with a diamond treasure 
worth 11,000 Canadian 
dollars ($8,200). Tanya 
Tokevich, 21, recently paid 
20 Canadian dollars ($15) 
to a man selling jewellery 
in a Vancouver bar, her 
mother said. But the tar- 
nished band turned out to 
be a valuable 2.05-carat 
antique diamond engage- 
ment ring. Ms. Tokevich 
had foe ring appraised. 
When she found out its true 
value, she turned it over to 
police. If no one claims the 
ring after 90 days, sbe will 
be allowed to keep it. 

Olympic 

marksmen no wild 
West cowboys 

ATLANTA (R) — More 
than 400 men and women 
have brought firearms to 
Atlanta — most violent 
city in foe United States — 
and begin shooting in the 
next few days. Fortunately, 
however, their sights will 
be trained purely on the 
bullseye, foe clay pigeon 
and Olympic medals. The 
gun has traced a bloody 
trail through U.S. history, 
with black civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King, 
Atlanta’s most famous son, 
a notable victim of an 
assassin’s bullet in 1968. A 
report from foe FBI recent- 
ly labelled Atlanta the most 
violent U.S. city. 

Spain takes centre 
stage at Rome 
fashion show 

ROME (R) — Flamenco 
dancers made a rare 
appearance on Rome's Via 
Veneto, symbol of foe 
city’s “Dolce Vita.” when 
designer Renato Balestra 
used foe famous avenue as 
a backdrop for his new 
Spanish-inspired collec- 
tion. Tourists and Romans 
strained to catch a glimpse 
of the fashion show from 
foe pavement or their tables 
at outdoor cafes. Amplified 
flamenco music blared ac- 
ross the avenue immor- 
talised in Federico Fellini’s 
film La Dolce Vita as mod- 
els showed off foe almost 
exclusively red and black 
clothes in Balestra’s high 
fashion designs for autumn 
and winter. 

Japan fans top TV 
league for Atlanta 
Olympics 

ATLANTA (R) — The 
Atlanta Olympics will be 
the biggest broadcasting 
event in history, reaching 
240 countries and territo- 
ries, Olympic officials said. 
They said TV viewers in 
Japan would have foe most 
choice — Japanese stations 
will be broadcasting 976 
hours of Olympic cover- 
age, equivalent to almost 
six weeks’ non-stop view- 
ing, during the 16 days of 
foe games. 
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